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Message from the Chair of the Executive Committee 

Hello League Members, 

As we head into the new year, we will be gearing up for a number of elections. First up, a special 
election will be held on February 24th for the 22nd Legislative District, which encompasses parts of 
Allentown and Salisbury Township. The candidates in this election hope to replace Joshua  Siegel, 

who is now  Lehigh County Executive. 

May 19 is the primary election for PA, and November 3 is the general election. As we get closer to 

these dates, be sure to check for your ballot details at VOTE411.org. 

The Executive Committee has been busy planning for the year. Our first social event will be held on 
Friday, February 13 at Yergey Brewing on Main Street in Emmaus. The event runs from 5:30 to 

8:30 pm. Please come out and support our league! 

We are planning on holding a panel discussion this spring. We are still working on the topic, though 
our top suggestion now is to have panelists discuss housing affordability in the Lehigh Valley. If you 
have other ideas about potential community-related topics, please reach out to one of our board 

members. 

We are also gearing up to produce the 2026 Government Directory. If you would like to lend a 

hand, please reach out to me directly at: cheryl.tetreau@gmail.com. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Cheryl Winters-Tetreau 

Vice President, Programs and Executive Committee Chair 

As of this month, we now have 101 Members in our League! We have added over 25 
members this year.  I believe our website, Instagram, and TikTok presence have raised 

awareness of our active organization. 

Many of our members need to renew their membership in January.  You should have 
received a few emails about renewal. You can renew online with a credit card or check-
ing account or download the application and send a check. With the new system your 

renewal date is the same month and day you renewed or joined last year. 

We had four new members join our League this month: Cynthis Phillips from Allentown, 

Amy Nesfeder from Bethlehem, Charles James from Bethlehem and Tracy McGinty 
from Center Valley. 

We welcome you! 

Membership Report 
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The National League defines a Constitutional Crisis as: 

“When the Executive, the Legislative or Judiciary Branches cannot or will not adequately protect the 
U.S. Constitution, when there are explicit attempts to dismantle a functional democracy within any of 
the three branches, or when any level of Federal Government takes action to destroy democratic 

institutions in a manner that intentionally or purposely jeopardizes the U.S. Constitution.” 

We do not have to specify the many actions, or inactions, of each branch which we have witnessed 
since last January, to realize that we are at a serious risk of damaging our democratic institutions.  
As an organization that embraces the mission to “defend democracy,”  our challenge is to bring this 
information to the forefront in terms of ENGAGEMENT and ADVOCACY through this initiative which 
was introduced last last spring. According to research at Harvard (Chenoweth), if 8.5 million citizens 
become involved in advocacy, engagement, rallies (like No Kings) from now until the mid-terms; we 

can affect positive, democratic, protective changes. 

At the February Hot Topic Luncheon there will be an explanation and opportunities to participate in Unite & Rise 8.5.  Barb Connolly 
has already begun one activity in which we can all easily participate.  Please consider this as a beginning activity which does not re-
quire you to even leave home! Some samples of advocacy can be writing letters to the editor: writing letters and/or emails to elected 
officials; visiting your legislators (remember they work for YOU); participating in rallies; attending local government meetings; partici-

pating in the activities of another organization (we will be collaborating in the future). 

You will be receiving more information in the near future.  But do plan to attend the February Hot Topic Luncheon as well.  Thank You! 

Mary Erdman, Past President 

Deb Landau, Program Director of Policy & Advocacy of PALWV has announced a Call for Nominations for the 2026 Unite & Rise 
Reading List.  In partnership with the American Library Association this initiative invites league members to nominate books that en-
courage and enable the work of defending democracy. We have many dedicated readers in our league and this initiative will strength-
en our relationship with local libraries and be a valuable addition to our outreach efforts. Please send me your nominations and I 
will collate and forward.  Note the nomination form needs to be sent by January 31st. 

Barbara Connollyblconnolly2@gmail.com 

A Letter to Members from Deb Landau 

“Happy New Year! As we step into the new year, we are reminded that democracy isn't something we inherit - it's something we must 
nurture and fight for together. As part of the Unite & Rise 8.5 Initiative, we are calling on Local League members to help us find voices 

and stories that need to be heard in 2026. 

As such, I am excited to announce the Call for Nominations for the 2026 Unite & Rise Reading List! 

At a moment when books are being challenged, stories are being silenced, and libraries are under threat, supporting reading and sto-
rytelling is an act of democratic resistance. Libraries remain one of the few truly public spaces where people can access knowledge 

freely, encounter new perspectives, and build shared understanding.  

This is why we are supporting and partnering with libraries as part of implementing Unite & Rise Power Playbook 3, which is focused 
on building sustainable partnerships. The American Library Association has partnered with LWVUS as part of this Unite & Rise initia-

tive and many of our Local Leagues already have strong partnerships with their local libraries.  

The goal of compiling this book list is to lift up books that challenge us, inspire us, and equip us to defend democracy in our communi-
ties. In addition, we hope creating this resource will encourage library visitors to check-out our book recommendations and bolster 

support for our libraries. 

Let’s begin the year by celebrating the freedom to read and uplifting stories that unite us! “ 

 

Unite & Rise 8.5 

A LWVUS Campaign to Defend Democracy 

Book Nominations for the 2026 Unite & Rise Reading List 

https://forms.gle/gCqTsxRXzuhTmZAt7
https://www.lwv.org/powerplaybook3
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 1.  Legislative Session.  Harrisburg runs in two-year sessions; and we are now in the second of the two years.  It is an important time 
to try to get bills passed that have been introduced in the first Session.  Both parties will be attempting to prioritize bills and seeking bi-
partisan cooperation.  Let’s hope bills are passed that “empower voters and defend democracy!  Any bills not passed by the end of 

November 2026 will “die” and have to be reintroduced in the next Session. 

Among the topics we may see in bills being pursued include:  raising the minimum wage, legalization of recreational marijuana, better 
funding of mass transit, better regulation of games of skill, increasing energy production (to handle data centers and increased growth), 
an increase in the use of renewables, a possible replacement for REGGI* (from which PA has resigned), and more funding for mental 

health & education. 

*REGGI - Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, to reduce carbon emissions from the power sector and advance cleaner energy.  Ques-

tions arose of the benefit for PA, and it was a compromise to get the budget passed as well. 

2.  Primary election season has begun and candidates have stepped forward to run for a number of seats this year.  The graphic 

shows which offices will be elected or reelected. 

There are elections from statewide to our local PA House Districts.  Here is the latest lineup of those names we will see in the May 19th 

Primary. 

***Remember PA has a CLOSED Primary, therefore only Democrats and Republicans can vote in their respective primaries.  (?) 
means that we do not know if there will be an opponent in November, who would have to eventually  announce and run in the Primary.  
Petitions begin on February 17 and end on March 10th. 

 

Office  Candidate    Opponent_____ 
Governor Josh Shapiro (D)           v.            Stacy Garrity (R) 
Lt. Governor Austin Davis (D)         v.            TBA 
 
Congress PA-07     Ryan Mackenzie (R) v.   Bob Brooks (D) 
          Ryan Crosswell (D)   
          Carol Obando-Derstine (D) 
          Aiden Gonzalez (D)    
          Lamont McClure (D) 
          Mark Pinsley (D) 
          Lewis Shupe (D) 
 
PA House Dist.    Candidate                Opponent___  
22   Ana Tiburcio (D)   v. Robert Smith (R) 
131   Milou Mackenzie (R)  v. Miriam Sabih (D) 
132   Mike Schlossberg (D)  v.             ? 
133   Jeanne McNeill (D)   v.  ? 
134   Peter Schweyer (D)  v.  ? 
183   Zach Mako (R)    unopposed 
187   Gary Day (R)   Rachel Cuevas (D) 
 
PA Senate Dist.    Candidate   Opponent____ 
14   Nick Miller (D)   v.  ? 
16   Jarrett Coleman (R)  v.         TBA  (D) 
18                         Lisa Boscola (D)            v.  ? 

 

Stay tuned for any additions or changes to this list. 

Mary Erdman, Past President 



4 

Volume 73, Issue 3                                                                                                                                                                                        Page 4 

Community Outreach 

LWVLC Book Club Selection for March 2026  

Our selection for the March meeting is a bit of a change - a #1 New York Times bestseller that is historical, political and personal.  

(Review from from amazon.com) 

Doris Kearns Goodwin, one of America’s most beloved historians, artfully weaves together biography, memoir, and history. She 

takes you along on the emotional journey she and her husband, Richard (Dick) Goodwin embarked upon in the last years of his life. 

Dick and Doris Goodwin were married for forty-two years and married to American history even longer. In his twenties, Dick was one 
of the brilliant young men of John F. Kennedy’s New Frontier. In his thirties he both named and helped design Lyndon Johnson’s 
Great Society and was a speechwriter and close advisor to Robert Kennedy Sr. Doris Kearns was 
a 24 year-old graduate student when selected as a White House Fellow. She worked directly for 

Lyndon Johnson and later assisted on his memoir. 

Over the years, with humor, anger, frustration, and in the end, a growing understanding, Dick and 
Doris had argued over the achievements and failings of the leaders they served and observed, 

debating the progress and unfinished promises of the country they both loved. 

For information about our Book Club or a list of books previously discussed contact Barbara Con-

nolly at blconnolly2@gmail.com. 

Upcoming Tabling Events 

Our league will participate in the 4th Annual Parkland Community Resource Fair scheduled for Saturday, March 14, 2026, from 9 AM to 12 PM, in 
Parkland High School's cafeteria. This will be the third year we have attended this event. The resource fair provides a great opportunity for our 
league to showcase our mission while also highlighting the many projects we are involved in over the year. The day is relatively short, and includes 

a wide variety of community organizations.  

We will definitely need numerous volunteers for the Resource Fair. Contact me if you are willing to help out at the event or would like more infor-

mation. 

If you have ideas about how we can increase our effectiveness at tabling events, especially in attracting new members and educating the public 

about the league, please share!  

LWVPA Partnership with PA Voice 

The LWVPA is partnering with PA Voice in a voter registration project - PA Vote for Change. The partnership provides interested local leagues with 
a tablet that connects directly to the PA Department of State website. I joined the training session during December to see how the tablet program 

worked.  

The PA Vote for Change website captures the key information for voter registration in a "user-friendly platform." The tablet enables voters to regis-
ter directly on the DoS portal, eliminating potential issues with paper forms. In addition to expanding our ability to reach potential voters, the project 

also allows for follow-up by LWVPA to make sure the process was a smooth one.  

The training also included a best practices review for members involved in voter registration efforts and suggested responses to common reasons 

given for not voting.  

 If you are interested in learning more about the tablet project contact me for a link to the PA Vote for Change voter registration training.  

Engaging with community members is one of the most rewarding endeavors we undertake as league members.  All are welcome and invited to 

participate! 

Barbara Connolly, Vice president Community Outreach 

 

Book Club Meeting Date 

Monday, March 2, 2026 

1:30 pm 

 

An Unfinished Love Story:  A Personal History of the 1960s 
 by Doris Kearns Goodwin 
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Our February Hot Topic Luncheon will be a very celebratory event!  First we hear from Fadia Halma, 
who is the Lehigh Valley Regional Director for the PA Department for Community and Economic De-
velopment.  She is also Chair of the L.V. Democratic Coalition and advisor to the “America 250 PA 

Lehigh County” celebration. 

We will hear about the many activities planned and being planned for the “Lehigh Valley and Lehigh 

County 250” celebrations.  You don’t want to miss this luncheon! 

Also we will use the 106th birthday of the League of Women Voters (February 14th, 1920)  to re-

charge and get involved, and learn more about “Unite & Rise 8.5”! 

It will be a busy luncheon.  Register early and be prompt so we can begin this busy and very informa-

tive Hot Topic Luncheon! The luncheon is Monday, February 9 starting at 11:30 am. Register at:  www.lwvlehighcounty.org/events/ 

Mary Erdman, Past President 

February Hot Topic Luncheon 

 

106th Birthday of the League of Women Voters 

Unite & Rise 8.5 

What is Happening in Lehigh County for the Semiquincentennial! 

Speaker Fadia Halma 

 

Join the Government Directory Team!! 

 

What is the Government Directory? 

It is a handy guide to contacts and salary information for Lehigh County: 

School Districts 
Judicial Districts 
Cities, Boroughs, and Townships 
Local, State, and Federal officials 
 

It includes an election calendar and contact information for our local 
League. 
 

Work starts in January and we try to complete the directory in March.  

In order to keep all the Directory information up to date, we need people 
to send out emails (we’ll supply a template) and then follow up with 
phone calls, if necessary.  
 
Please join us! 
 

Contact Cheryl Winters-Tetreau—cheryl.tetreau@gmail.com 

Photo from the  January Hot Topics luncheon. Prof. Chris 

Borick spoke on election trends. 

 

Special Election  

February 24, 2026 

for  

22nd State Legislative District 
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Membership renewal information inside 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY 

 

Name ___________________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip  ____________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________ 

Membership dues include membership in 

the League of Women Voters of the United 

States (LWVUS) and the League 

 

League dues and contributions are not tax-

deductible as a charitable donation. 

Contributions to the LWV Education Fund 

(LWVEF) are tax-deductible. 

Membership in the League of Women 

Voters is open to all citizens. Voting mem-

bers must be at least 16 years old. 

League of Women Voters of Lehigh County 

P.O. Box 3275 

Allentown, PA 18106 


