L LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS

November/December 2025 Volume 73, Issue 3

e VO'T

Message from the Chair of the Executive Committee

Hello League Members.

I'd like to thank everyone who helped with the candidate forums this year. Looking ahead, we have
mid-term elections in 2026, and there will be numerous opportunities for you to be involved as we
seek to inform voters, so stay tuned.

We will be gearing up to revise our Government Directory after we have the official results of this
November's election. Be on the lookout for a notice in the VOTER about volunteering to help up-
date the directory by calling school districts and government offices, or you can reach out directly to
me at: cheryl.tetreau@gmail.com.

In other news, we are beginning to plan for speakers for our next slate of Hot Topic Lunches, begin-
ning in September 2026. If you have suggestions for speakers and/or topics, please send them to
me.

As always, we are grateful for all of you who have given your time and talent to our programs and
events this fall, and we hope you will continue to be involved as we fulfill our mission to empower
voters and defend democracy.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheryl Winters-Tetreau, Vice President, Programs and Executive Committee Chair

Barbara Connolly

December Hot Topic Luncheon

: Next month we have invited Karen Feridun to speak to us about her knowledge, experiences and dedication
to a safe and clean environment in Pennsylvania. Many years ago, Karen visited our League and many

. members were amazed at the amount of information she shared with us - without notes! Her knowledge,
interests and experiences will amaze us once again, as she has expanded her expertise and attended even
worldwide climate and environment expos.

Karen is the founder of Berks Gas Truth which opposes shale-gas development, fracking and related fossil-
uel infrastructure. Many nations around the world have actually outlawed fracking for the environmental
dangers that this process creates.
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She is also the founder of Better Path Coalition, advocating for a clean, renewable-energy future and holding government and
industry to account.

You do not want to miss our last Hot Topic of the year as Karen brings us up to date on recent findings. You will witness her dedica-
tion to a clean and healthy Pennsylvania and Mother Earth. Don’t forget to register at: www.lwvlehighcounty.org/events. Click on the
Event and then Click on RSVP!

See you then! Mary Erdman, Past President
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A Busy Candidate Forum Season

During this campaign season, the LWV Lehigh County was very busy holding
Candidate Forums. Last issue we told you about the four Candidate Forums
that were held in conjunction with PBS and Lehigh Valley News.

Those four forums covered the following schools districts: Allentown SD, East
Penn SD, Parkland SD and Southern Lehigh SD. They were held at the PBS

Studio and rebroadcast on PBS streaming service on You Tube, broadcast on
PBS on more than one date and, available to watch on our Facebook Page.

On October 21st, we held another Candidate Forum in conjunction with the Al-
lentown Crime Watch President’s Council at St. Peter's Lutheran Church in East
Allentown. This forum covered: the judicial candidates for the Common Pleas
Court, the Allentown School District, the Allentown City Council and the candi-
dates for the office of Mayor of Allentown.

A big thank you to all involved and great work by our moderator, Barb Williams.
See some of the photos from that evening below.

Mary Erdman, Past President

LWVLC Book Club Selection for January 2026

Killers of the Flower Moon: the Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI
A True-Life Bestseller by David Grann

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was discovered
beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to study in Europe.

Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman, Mollie
Burkhart, became a prime target. One of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it
was just the beginning, as more and more Osage were dying under mysterious circumstances,

and many of those who dared to investigate the killings were themselves murdered. Book Club Meeting Date

As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar Monday, January 3, 2026
Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. White (Snow-date of January 26
put together an undercover team, including a Native American agent who infiltrated the region,
and together with the Osage began to expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American
history.

For information about our Book Club or a list of books previously discussed contact Barbara
Connolly at blconnolly2@gmail.com.



Volume 73, Issue 3 Page 3

" HARRISBURG HAPPENINGS! Harrisburg Happenings

1. Unfortunately, there is still no budget for the State of Pennsylvania! This is inexcusable as this is one of the main respon-
sibilities of the State Legislature and, according to the PA Constitution, that Budget is to be delivered no later than June 30th!

Democrats in the House submitted a budget on July 14th cutting over $900 million from Gov. Shapiro’s Budget. Since then, they
have created a budget with more cuts and both budgets have been rejected by the Senate. In fact, the Senate leadership stated
in July that they would not be back in Session until September 8th and very little discussions took place over the summer. Now
the Governor has met with leadership from both parties and both the House and the Senate; so we can hope that a budget will be
arrived at shortly. However, the House has only 9 more days in Session for 2025 and, the Senate will be in Session for only six
more days!

What can we do? We can immediately send emails to our House and Senate Representatives RIGHT NOW, asking for them to
reach a compromise so that all those suffering from a lack of funding: counties, school districts, non-profits and so many projects
that need funding to be completed. The wait is hurting so many groups. This is becoming a real financial burden for so many.

Our Lehigh County Representatives are: Zach Mako, Gary Day, Mike Schlossberg, Josh Siegel, Jeanne McNeill, and Peter
Schweyer.

Our Lehigh County Senators are: Lisa Boscola, Jarrett Coleman and Nick Miller.

Not sure who are your representatives: go to Vote411.org to find out, by putting in your address! Let our legislators know that we
want them all to reach a budget compromise.

2. HB 1828 was passed since our last issue of The Voter. This protects vaccine access in PA, regardless of what happens in
Washington, DC. It passed 104-99.

3. Governor Shapiro and Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding have invested state resources into food banks to: “protect
and support Pennsylvanians subjected to the cruel cuts to food assistance by the Trump Administration.” This is a good time to
donate food products (list of appropriate items are published by many food banks), or even better, donate financially so that our
food banks will not run out of food items, especially this time of year. Let's hope that sensible decisions will be made both at
the state and federal levels in creating budget that helps our neighbors who are less fortunate.

4. This will be an interesting topic to follow. In the House, the Communication and Technology Committee just held it’s thid in-
formational hearing to become more informed about Atrtificial Intelligence and how it can affect communication.

Chair, Rep. Joe Cerise has said: “Misinformation spread by Al threatens the social fabric and we need to take necessary steps to
protect the public from fabricated content.” The chair also stated that; “With Al spreading at a rapid pace, it is important than ever
for there to be easy, standardized ways for content creators to verify the work they do,” so we are all able to determine what is
real and what has been digitally altered. | am sure there will be bipartisan agreement regarding this issue. The impact of Al
(both negatively and positively) is growing at an exponential rate.
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Community Outreach Report

November 2025 Municipal General Election

Unofficial election results for Lehigh County show an increase in voter turnout from November 2023 at 31.1 % of registered voters, to 37.8 % on
November 4, 2025. The increase reflects an increased number of citizens understanding the importance of local elections, a positive movement
our league will continue to encourage. Notably the statewide judicial offices on the ballot were of intense interest this year, resulting in numerous
questions at tabling events and programs. Thanks to our member volunteers we were able to participate in a wide variety of community events
during September and October, spreading the message of the importance of local elections and obtaining accurate information.

Next up will be the 2026 Primary!

Volunteers continue to be very important in continuing our mission of community outreach. Thanks to all volunteers who helped this year, in-
doors and outdoors, during the day and evening, in warm weather and more recently cold.

The 2026 Primary Election and the November Mid-Term will definitely attract a great deal of interest and keep us busy encouraging voter regis-
tration and providing resources. New volunteers are welcome and appreciated!

A sampling of our September through November 2025 Events
Civic Resource Fair for National Voter Registration Day
Northampton Community College - Tuesday, September 16th
Coopersburg Community Day

Southern Living Memorial Park - Saturday,September 20th

Voter Education Week y LEAGUE
= WOMEN VOTERS'
LUSH, Lehigh Valley Mall - Monday, October 1st
Adult Forum

St. Johns's UCC, Allentown - Sunday, October 5th
Allentown Halloween Walking Parade

Allentown - Saturday, November 1st

College Voter Resource Opportunity
Muhlenberg's Student Center - in collaboration with the Women in Politics Club
Muhlenberg College - Monday, October 27th

No Kings Rally

Plus!

We provided materials and resources to the Political Society of Lehigh County Community College for their voter registration drive held in early
October.

In support of the Allentown Parking Authority and the celebration of International Parking Day we contributed a basket for raffling on Friday,
September 19th.

Most important!

Thanks for your support and most especially for the contributions of candy distributed at the Allentown Walking Parade. We arrived with a huge
amount of treats and left hours later empty handed. A good day for all the kids and families due in part to your generosity!

Please contact Barbara Connolly at biconnolly2@gmail.com or at 610-216-9448 for information about community outreach programs and with
suggestions or contacts for future events.

Barbara Connolly, Vice President, Community Outreach and Voter Services
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The Sustainability Grant Book Nook project has raised $1,235, including the $500
grant from LWVPA. Tinku Kanwalkar and Ellen lobst estimate that we may be able
to supply about 400 books to the Book Nook (free library) at Casa Guadalupe Com-
munity Center in Allentown. The project will provide Environmental and Civic En-
gagement books that the children can take home. Thank you to the Board and our
members for the support to this Grant Project.

Ellen lobst, Environmental Policy

Tinku labeling the books with donation book plates

Voters Guide Distribution Report

The Fall 2025 Voters Guide was distributed by 8 of our LWVLC members on October 18. The volunteers delivered 750 copies to
30 recipients around Lehigh County prior to the general election. Thanks to the following members who accomplished this much
appreciated task: Kathy Stangl, Nancy Kramer-Moyer, Roberta Whitcomb, Kim Gobreski (and her husband), Trudi Egan, and
Charlie and Donna Barker.

Donna and Charlie Barker, Publications Distribution Chairs

Membership Report

Around 80% of our members renewal date is January 31st. If you are one of them you will be notified in December by the national
League to renew your membership. You have a choice of renewing online by credit card or downloading the form and sending in
the form and a check to a Pittsburg PO Box. Since many of our members prefer to rejoin by check, | will be sending out a renewal
form by mail to those who need to rejoin.

We have had a very successful increase in our membership since January. We had 14 new members join since January. All mem-
bers who joined after January will follow the same process as explained above.

As of Nov 2nd we have 93 members in our League. | am happy to report that we had one new member join last month. Nancy Kra-
mer Moyer of Emmaus has been attending our Hot Topic Luncheon, liked what she heard and decided to join. Welcome Nancy!

Margie Dunn, Director, Membership

JOIN .
Lu - rE A Yolunteer Opportunity
WOMEN VOTERS
Updating the 2026 Government
Nonpartisan does not Directory

mean neutral. We

advocate, we hold
power accountable
and we take a stand you can help by making phone calls

when democracy is to update information.
under attack.

Contact Cheryl Winters-Tetreau if

Cheryl can be reached at :
cheryl.tetreau@gmail.com.

League members attended the “No
Kings” Rally held October 18, 2025
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League of Women Voters of Lehigh County
P.O. Box 3275
Allentown, PA 18106

LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS' Membership dues include membership in
| EHIGH COUINT the League of Women Voters of the United
States (LWVUS) and the League of Wom-
en Voters of Pennsylvania (LWVPA) and a
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION subscription to the local and state Voter.

League dues and contributions are not tax-
deductible as a charitable donation.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY

Name Contributions to the LWV Education Fund
Street (LWVEF) are tax-deductible.

City, State, Zip Membership in the League of Women
Phone Voters is open to all citizens. Voting mem-
Email bers must be at least 16 years old.

ANNUAL DUES -Changes to be made in 2026






