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VOTER The 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

President’s Message 

November/December 2024                            Volume 72, Issue 3 

Dear Members, 

As we approach this winter season, I wish each and every one of you Happy Holidays!   
Let us recall that the United States of America has always been a “melting pot” of cul-
tures, faiths, races and beliefs and; if we truly embrace “E Pluribus Unum,” (One in 

Many), then Happy Holidays is actually a respectful way to greet our fellow citizens. 

In these very partisan and culturally fractured times let us consider: 

 

     “When someone says, “Happy Holidays,” instead of Merry Christmas; 

     remember they are not doing it because of political correctness. 

     They do it out of respect!  From the 20th of November, to January 24th, 

     there are 14 different religious holidays! 

     So, when someone says “Happy Holidays” to you, thank them! 

     Because they often don’t know in what you believe.  It is called respect…” 

     - Unknown Author 

What a great time of year to take a good look at who and what we value and, to emphasize respect for our fellow man.  No doubt 
we are entering into challenging times as the recent political rhetoric has many of our freedom-loving citizens worried and ex-
tremely scared.  In the nature of this season, perhaps we can all do our part to be more open and accepting and, do a bit more 

than we usually do. 

This League has been so generous to those less fortunate and you have shown over and over again, that everyone in our com-

munity counts.  We just have to keep supporting those beliefs as we ALL celebrate our HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

And along with our Board of Directors, we wish one and all a very happy and healthy New Year!   And thank you for your contin-

ued support. 

Together in League, 

Mary Erdman 
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Community Outreach Report 

Thanks to members who supported our Community Outreach efforts this fall, our league was able to provide assistance to voters at a wide variety 
of locations and events throughout Lehigh County. Voter registration events, presentations, and partnerships with community organizations - each 
advanced our mission to empower voters and defend democracy. We were rewarded each time we interacted with citizens, listening to concerns 

and providing information as we were able. We heard many thank you's and noted many smiles during the past few months. 

Our hope is to keep the momentum as we look towards next year's municipal election, both in member participation and community involvement. 

Some of the community events we attended this fall included: 

         Coopersburg Community Day at the Southern Lehigh Living Memorial Park 

         Constitution Day at the Bethlehem Rose Garden Farmers Market 

         Touchstones Theatre's Festival Unbound in Bethlehem 

Voter registration and tabling events were held at: 

          Salisbury High School in partnership with the Salisbury High School Key Club 

          Ripple Community Center, Allentown in partnership with Ripple Community Inc. 

          Little Lehigh Manor in Allentown  

          Allentown Housing Authority locations in partnership with the AHA  

         (700 Building/Central Park/Walnut Manor/Gross Towers) 

Forums: 

          St. John's UCC, Allentown 

          Chestnut Ridge at Rodale, Emmaus 

Presentation: 

          Marywood School of Social Work, Desales University  

And unique among our fall activities: 

         The Allentown Walking Parade on Hamilton Street 

If you are interested in learning more about Community Outreach, have suggestions, ideas,  or contacts, 

please email me at blconnolly2@gmail.com and we can plan a time to talk. . 

Again, thanks to all members for your continuing support! 

Barbara Connolly, Vice President, Community Outreach 

LWVLC Book Club 

The Sweetness of Water by Nathan Harris 

The selection for the December meeting of the LWVLC Book Club is a 2021 novel longlisted for the Booker Prize. The 

Sweetness of Water is Nathan Harris's debut novel. 

In the waning days of the Civil War, in rural Georgia, brothers Prentiss and Landry - freed by the Emancipation 

Proclamation, seek refuge on the homestead of George Walker and his wife, Isabelle.   

As gripping as it is moving, The Sweetness of Water unforgettably depicts the Deep South in the violent crucible 
of Reconstruction. It is an epic whose grandeur locates humanity and love amid the most harrowing of circum-

stances. (Book Cover Description). 

 Our book club meeting will take place on Monday, December 2nd at 1:30 pm. 

If you are interested in Book Club or would like more information please email me (blconnolly2@gmail.com). Our book club 

meetings are a great way to get to know league members and add a community experience to your reading. 

Barbara Connolly, Vice President, Community Outreach 

Coopersburg Community Day 

Gross Towers Registration Site 

Allentown Walking Parade 
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Thinking of Running for Office? 

Our Biennial, Running for Local Office Workshop is for YOU! 

 

More than two decades ago, members Ann Bartholomew, Doris Glaessmann and Ken Mohr created this workshop; referred to as 
RFLOW!  They laid the groundwork for a magnificent aid for those thinking of running for office (along with their campaign managers 
and staffs).  It was a great model and we have only updated and made timely improvements on this valuable opportunity for those who 

need more knowledge and specific information on what to do once you say, “Yes, I will run!” 

This year RFLOW will be held on:  Saturday, January 11th, 2025.  Registration begins at 8:30 AM; the program begins promptly 
at 9:00 AM and we will complete this workshop by 12:30 PM. It will be held at Cedar Crest College, Tompkins Center. 

Our committee headed by, Michelle Graupner, will be updating the nearly 100-page workbook that is included in the $45.00 price.  

This price includes the room rental, materials and Continental Breakfast Items.  We do not make a profit on this workshop. 

We will have representatives from both parties and a panel discussion of bi-partisan individuals who have recently gone through the 
campaign process and are now in office.  Your questions will be answered by the Director of the County Voter Services and his staff; 

by a campaign attorney, by representatives of the press and party leaders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you know anyone who may be interested, registration is now open on our website.  We will have flyers available at our HTL on Mon-

day, December 9th.  Please help us get the word out! 

Keynote speaker is Representative Mike Schlossberg who was just named the Majority Whip in the PA House of Representatives. 
Mike has run a number of successful campaigns and is well-known for his interests in mental health, school funding and bipartisan 

attempts to solve problems. 

You can register online at:  https://lwvlehighcounty.org/running-for-office-workshop/.   Thank you to Terri Purdy for the artwork and 

preparing our website for reservations.  And thanks to our entire staff who are eager to make this the best workshop yet.  

Please help us get the word out to potential candidates across our eastern part of the state.  Since the election code requirements are 

the same throughout all of Pennsylvania, this will be helpful for anyone in our state running for local office. 

Committee Members ; Mary Erdman, Barb Connolly, Molly Faust, Michelle Graupner, Rochelle Kaplan, Terri Purdy, Cheryl Winters-

Tetreau. 

https://lwvlehighcounty.org/running-for-office-workshop/
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The “Ham Fam” - The New Home of our 

Hot Topic Luncheons 

 

This past Monday we held our first luncheon at the Hamilton Family Restaurant on Hamilton Street in Allentown.  Once we cleared-
up a mistake about whether this was breakfast or lunch; the food came pretty quickly and our speaker got started.  Generally, the 
comments have been very positive.  We will try to alter the schedule to see if we can hold a Hot Topic at the breakfast hour at some 

point. 

County Executive, Phil Armstrong, gave a great update about the state of the County:  No tax increases, the expansion and update 

of Cedarbrook, the work on affordable housing (at all levels) and a smooth election process. 

Phil is hoping that projected Federal spending cuts do not cause us to lose so many funds that the County would have to raise tax-

es. Phil has promised not to cut services to the thousands that are helped through Human Services every day in Lehigh County. 

December 9th is our next Hot Topic Luncheon at the “Ham Fam.”  It will be lunch.  Please arrive no later than 11:15 AM, so you 
can order and we can have our food delivered before our speaker begins.  There will be a few choices for lunch - more than we had 

last Monday. 

Our speaker will be Professor Chris Borick, of Muhlenberg College. Chris 
is the director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion (MCIPO).  
Prof. Borick has been very busy this past year with many surveys on the pos-
sible results of the election and called each of them very close.  Perhaps you 
saw him on last week’s “60 Minutes” show.  He is often tapped by the major 

networks because of his good work.  

Chris is looking forward to your questions; and hopes he can shed some light 

on these very challenging and different political times.  

Don’t forget to sign-up by clicking this link: www.lwvlehighcounty.org/events. 

Or go to the website, click on Events and register no later than Wednesday, 
December 4th! 

Thank You. 

Mary Erdman, President 

 

Membership Report  
  
It’s renewal time!  After Thanksgiving you will be receiving a letter about renewing your membership in the LCLWV.  Our member-
ship dues are still the same- $70. You can renew by sending a check to me or doing it online through our website- LCLWV.org. If 
you renew online there will be a small service charge.  
 
 Our membership is now up to 104 members, and we need every one of you!  
 

I am pleased to announce we had 2 new members join our League:  Kimberly Jaramillo of Coopersburg and Kathleen Leo of 
Hellertown.  Welcome to our League!  
 

Please invite family. friends and colleagues to our Hot Topic Luncheons.  It is a great way for them to learn about our League  
  
Margie Dunn  
Membership  

http://www.lwvlehighcounty.org/events
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Empowering Voters with Candidate Information: Vote411.org 

The League of Women Voters of Lehigh County plays an important role in helping voters make informed decisions by participating in 
the Pennsylvania League’s Vote411.org project. Each election, we work to collect and share candidate information, ensuring voters 
have easy access to details about the candidates and their positions on key issues. 

How It Works: For each race, we select a set of questions and invite all candi-
dates to respond through the Vote411 system. We gather candidates’ contact infor-
mation from the Lehigh County Elections & Voter Registration Office and reach out 
by email. If candidates do not respond, we follow up with a phone call. This person-
al approach has led to a high response rate in Lehigh County, making Vote411 a 
reliable resource for voters. 

A Strong Partnership with The Morning Call: We are fortunate to collaborate 
with The Morning Call, which helps us extend the reach of Vote411. Once candi-
dates submit their responses, our League compiles the information and shares it 
with The Morning Call. The newspaper publishes the Voters Guide, and we receive 
both printed copies for distribution and a digital version that we post on our web-
site. This ensures the guide is available to the community free of charge. 

Raising Awareness: The Pennsylvania League has worked hard to promote 
Vote411.org as a valuable resource for voters. On this platform, candidates (or 
their campaigns) respond directly to the questions, allowing voters to hear directly 
from them in their own words. To raise awareness, regional Leagues, including ours, sent letters to the editor about Vote411. A letter 
edited by Sarah Barrett and Julie Ambrose was published by The Morning Call on October 16, 2024. 

Impressive Reach: The national League of Women Voters recently shared some impressive data: between January 1 and November 
5, 2024, over 313,000 users in Pennsylvania visited Vote411 to find candidate information. 

Looking Ahead: Once the results of this election are certified, all election-related information will be removed from Vote411.org. 
However, we will begin the process again in the spring for the 2025 local elections, which will include many more races and candi-
dates. We encourage our members to get involved in the spring by helping with outreach to candidates, attending state Voter Ser-
vices meetings, or assisting with the preparation of the Voters Guide. 

By working together, we can continue to provide voters with the tools they need to make informed choices in every election. 

Julie Ambrose, Voters’ Guide 

Voters Guide Fall 2024 Distribution 

 

The Fall 2024 Voters Guide was distributed on October 16 & 17 by LWVLC members. Seven hundred copies of the Guide were deliv-
ered by 7 volunteers, including: Trudi Egan, Georgine Miller, Barbara Connolly, Sandy Freeman, Barbara Williams, and Donna & 
Charlie Barker. League members visited local libraries, community centers, offices, and businesses, delivering bundles of the Voters 

Guide to 26 destinations throughout Lehigh County.  

Thanks to all who aided the distribution efforts. Special appreciation goes to The Morning Call for the generous donation of one thou-

sand copies total to the Lehigh & Northampton County Leagues. 

 

Donna Barker, Publications Distribution 
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ANNUAL DUES 2024  
 

$70 individual $105 household    $25 full-time student 

$35 if 35 years or younger 

Please make check payable to 

LWVLC and mail to: 

 LWVLC 
 c/o Margie Dunn 
 8411 Carpet Road 
 New Tripoli, PA 18066 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY 

 

Name ___________________________________________________ 

Street ___________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip  ____________________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________ 

Membership dues include membership in 

the League of Women Voters of the United 

States (LWVUS) and the League 

 

League dues and contributions are not tax-

deductible as a charitable donation. 

Contributions to the LWV Education Fund 

(LWVEF) are tax-deductible. 

Membership in the League of Women 

Voters is open to all citizens. Voting mem-

bers must be at least 16 years old. 

League of Women Voters of Lehigh County 

P.O. Box 3275 

Allentown, PA 18106 


