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Inside Articles President 0s Message

Voters Guide H Dear Members,

Spring has sprung! The temperatures may not say
Spring, but we know that during this time period we
are busy getting ready for: our Annual Meeting,
planning a new budget, choosing new Hot Topic
speakers, and nominating and voting on Board
members. We are also looking at many new pro-
jects and how our efforts will meet our mission and
our goal to serve our entire community.

Membership H

Government Dire(H
tory

Publication Distrik H
tion

Motivated by those who have come before us, we

are moving forward in meeting our mission of
AfDefending Democracy and
We are also moving forward on expanding and em-
bracing our newly adoptec
inclusiondo Policy. We hayv
centered around the ideals of DEI and invite others

to join us.

Government Poli¢ o

DEI Report 0

Fix Harrisburg n

Spotlight p

. We are living in a time period where our democracy is being tested daily and there are tho
Community Out- ¢ who wish to divide us as a nation. Through our programs and activities, our goal is to call
reach that which limits voter access, harms our democracy and aims to divide us. This will take
great deal of advocacy, diplomacy, apldmvedtl programming to bring our entire commu-

nity together in protecting our representative form of government.

March Hot Topic | ¢

Upcoming Events T We hope you will attend our Annual Meeting and participate in the process. Your League f
been busy, and this election season it will take participation from our many loyal members
ensure democracy and voting rights for all people of Pennsylvania and the Lehigh Valley a

LWV Book Club |t

protected.
April Hot Topic | T Join us on May 21st as we gather to look at LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS'
have accomplished, and plan ahead during Lu
important year. We hope to see as many of . ]
M= »possible at this yes Join us for our virtual | g .
you for your continued membership and sup AN NUAL M EET' NG

Yours in League, Saturday, May 21 at 10am
Mary Erdman, President

See articles inside for opportuni-
ties to get involved!
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Spring 2022 Voters' Guide

The Voters' Guide for the primary election is set to be puihkskiedrting Cai Thursday, Mdy 8022 with the primary elec-

tion to be held on May, 2022. The Pennsylvania State League of Women Voters (PALWYV) utilized vote411.org to gather cau
information, correspond with candidates, and have candidates upload answers to questionnaires. Our localeaehgue assiste
ing out to candidates to verify that an invitation to participate had been received, as well as to encourdgeghestido-complete
naire by the deadline.

The Guide will include state and federal races covering Lehigh and Northampton County. Due to limited spacs®imehe Voters
of the candidate information was truncated but the full version of each candidate questionnaire can be tadksdton vote411.or
vote411 and the current edition of the Voters' Guide can be found on our website under Voter Services.

The LWVLC will be distributing copies of the Voters Guide to locations throughout Lehigh County on Fridap, IMdy 6. To volu
with distribution, please call or email Donna or Chatles8arke@aol.contharlesabarker1953@agmail.com

Michelle Graupner, Voters Guide Chair

Membership | |
We had our Membership Booklet updated for 2022. | mailed \
out to all members. If you did not receive a booklet, please | ;' ]

2 )

now at 610 283846. We also will have copies available at ouvil
Topic Luncheons, in case you would like an additional bookle
special thanks to Ann Bartholomew for all her help in editing
booklet.

As of the end of April, we have 75 members in our League. ‘
fully will have a few late membership renewals. Also, we hav I
people join through our website. Again, tell all your friends, n y
bors, relative and colleges to check out our website to view ”'J i
programs we are involved with and hopefully they will join. '

Margie Dunn, Membership Chair

Government Directory 2022 2

The 2022 Government Directory is now available online at o -

site. In it you will find contact information for all state and loc 0
County governments and school districts. You can also recei

printed copy by calling Donna Barker at 610.392.0669 or emgik

at: lissabrad@aol.com.

This year we instituted a new process for updating and prod g the
directory. It all went very smoothly, and we look forward to w8rking =
this way with Christmas City Printing in the coming years. Margie Dunn, Donna and Charles Barker with Government Directories

As always, we are looking for support from the community to help cover
our printing and distribution costs. If you know of any company or organization that would be intereste@dogponsoring the D
please email Cheryl at: cheryl.tetreau@gmail.com.

Cheryl Wintef®treau, Government Directory Chair

Publication Distribution

In April, 3000 copies of the Government Directory 2022 were made available to 119 offices, legislatorspaduborganizations th
Lehigh County by 16 LWVLC volunteers. The volunanmakr s f a
guide to local, state, and federal officials in our region.

The following League members volunteered to make deliveries: Chris Herbener, Penny Holman, Kathy Stagldsalie Ambrose
Terri Purdy, Margie Dunn, Sue Phillips, Barb Williams, Barb Connolly, Molly Faust, Mary Erdman, Doris Glaggsnann, Miche
& Charlie & Donna Barker. The Government Directory is available to members at the sign in table at our Hapdopic Luncheo
request.

Donna & Charlie Barker, Publications Distribution Committee Chairs


mailto:lissabrad@aol.com
mailto:charlesabarker1953@gmail.com
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LWVPA Government Policy Committee

LWVPA Government Policy Committee is actively tracking legislation that impacts voters and the underpinnings of democre
radar currently:

SB982, passed in the Senate b§2\&ite, bans outside funding of county elections operations. Specificallyptbe legislation
hibits county election offices from seeking funding from third party nonprofit, nonpartisan organizatiast$o help defra
of running an election. However, it is important that League members let their legislators know that prgper funding o
registration office is vital for safe, secure, and accessiblevatimgue of Women Voters of Pennsylvania supports the
position of the Budget and Policy Center recommending that the state provide an additional $1000 per precinct to e:
election office. An amendment to that effect was offered during consideration of SB 982 but was not approved by th
The legislation now goes to the House. It is likely that it will be vetoed by Governor Wolf.

SB1200 requires voters to either use the postal service to mail in ballots or go to their voter registrddomioffiee and hanc
ballots. It eliminates that use of all drop boxes. The legislation was introduced and passed in2besStenatésby a 29
than a week without public hearings. Disability Rights Pa is submitting a letter to the leadership of the ¢House and Se
the Governor explaining that removing drop boxes creates an obstacle to voting for disahtbdiintieidedsinat-
ing drop boxes, the DRP suggests educating the public on who can be a designated agent for the purpose of droppi
lot for a voter. LWVPA isggreer on this letter and encourages members to tell their representatives that drop boxes ¢
not be eliminated.

SB69@and HB 1369) will allow unaffiliated voters, voters not registered with a party, the right to request @ther the Repu
Democratic ballot in the primary without having to register with either party. Registered Democrats andsegistered F
would continue to be offered their partyds bentl ot .
sors of the legislation are Senator Dan Laughlin, Republican, and Senator Maria CollEte | adipraectabcates
that this legislation be voted out of the Senate State Government committee and given a floor vote in the Senate.

There are several other pieces of legislation LWVPA is watching that have been sitting on the House andobéatercalendars
since the beginning of the year pertaining to redistricting, VoterID, judicial gerrymandering, and an overtiauMaiytiaaelectio
June are a busy time for the General Assembly, so stay tuned!

Rochelle Kaplan, Secretary & LWVPA Government Policy Chair

THINKING OF
RUNNING FOR
LOCAL OFFICE?

Looking for Speakers

C2NJ yIEG 2BIMNILIAO& [ dzy OS2y &  Registration for the
DAZS wS02YYSyRIo2ya G2 / MNRa |'SHEBIYIY | {
SYFAE Xt 60f SKAIKO2dzy (i 82 NB ¢ orers January 2023
Running for Local
Office Workshop”
will open up
this November.

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Report

The State Leaguebds DEI task force has been meeddihasgbh-vi a
ject of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. It has organized a sub committee whose mission is to constructee psegragn which car
leagues to implement DEI in their respective organizations.

The task force is led by a State League board member Jennifer Hanf and is made up of members from local llemgues across
One of the monthly meetings is devoted to a review of the work done in the previous month by the DEI sufiveeunhitiee. There
tion modules planned. The second monthly meeting features lectures on DEI subjects and is open to the miembetship at lar:
ings are virtual.

Qur 1l ocal | eague has already started the pr oooludigtheDEl us i
statement in our bylawrss addition had been approved by the membership at the 2021 annual meeting. We havEgwitched o
ics meeting place to a building which is handicap &anassibldous site could only be accessed by stairs whichtkbtsenat

with mobility issues. We publish our voting information in Spanish as well as in English. We are workisips astaldeh-relatio

munity groups in the city of Allentown, an area where voter turnout has been traditionally low, to promatntheMepatance of
organized a book group which will focus on DEI topics. All these initiatives will make our outreach more inclusive.

Molly Faust, Past President & DEI Representative
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FIX HARRISBUR®G Recently Formed Initiative!

This year many cities in Pennsylvania and throughout the nation are reporting an increase in deaths by gbuos.siMarig-are vio
ingly almost 60% of these deaths andlis&fl gunshot deaths. We can debate the need for mental health ingtiativet; Bowévs
on what are call ed Ar gethpofaliyaagloe gawmnd aost. o fT htelsee H amwds wafi
it has beenvery popuytae ar 'y 50% of our citizens (F & M pol,ingludmgoul d
many gun owners!

This is how lawaking isupposetb work:

1) Idea/bill is written

2) Assigned to a committee

3) A hearing and then a vote is held, ifpassed

4) Goes to floor for debate and vote

5) If passed, then similar steps in the other chamber

6) If passed, then given to the Governor to sign into law

7) If vetoed, it goes back and steps are repeated for a possible veto override vote

However, in Pennsylvania we have a set of archaic rules which essentially givealthiéiptmvelysikenemberd the majority
party. These six people are: 1. House Committee Chair 2. House Majority Leader 3. Speaker of the Heuse Sandtia the Se
Committee Chair 5. Senate Majority Leader and finally, 6. Senate President.

At any time, anyone of these six can stop a bill dead in its tracks. They control the agenda completelintrodoeraipiills are

a~

majority, minority or bipartisan legistatore s e si x control ités future completel

The example illustrated is the passage of a fidealdporariago
val even though most Pennsylvanians support it! It will get no hearing, no debate and no vote. Why? Cdwaitteeabhairmatr
(R) stated that he is fAdone with gun cont r ouseludiciaaynCdm-f ur t
mittee as |l ong as Chairman Kauffman is chairman. o

This is an example of how legislation in Haeddlshagpens. The same treat-
ment was enacted when Fair Districts PA supported a number of redistrigti
came down to a committee chair and most likely the Speaker of the House &
President of the Senate. Thathsw a representative democracy works!

most pecu-

exaﬁﬂ[}% R

t have time «i}%

The rules say that the above is acceptable. These rules are passed in g
liar, undemocratic manner. On the first day of the Legislative Session, fg
HR 1 states that the firul eso-may
which are the rules. Seems a bit backwards. Itis! The legislators do ng

ersd requests are always in the

Fix Harrisburg is a new initiative to bring attention to these archaic rules ar

for change by the next Session. Hopefully, our Legislature will become merere-. - ' = = = =
v FAIR pA
|av\!~£“!r DISTRICTS

sponsive.

Bills that people want to see enacted: property tax reform, fair gun safe
imumwage increase (lowest of all surrounding states), gift ban laws, lead issues,
and equitable school funding to name a few.

Please go texHarrisburg.ctonsign a petition and find more information on this
campaign to enact better rules surrounding lawmaking in our state.

This is a combined initiative of both the League of Women Voters and Fair Districts PA.

Mary Erdman, President


http://FixHarrisburg.com
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Spotlight

Ann Bartholomew

Ann is a longtime league member having joined in 1973 when her son was 5 years old. She w
tively new to the area, in fact, relatively new to the United States having grown up in Scotland.
came to the United States when she married her husband, Craig. She said she came from a f
which had a history of being very involved in the community. It was another league member w
gested that Ann might like to join our organization which, at that time, was known as the Allent
League of Women Voters.

Ann became active right away. She handl ed
homes montfilya morning and an evening meeting each month. Having never done this before,
quickly learned on the job.

Through the years, Ann has held a variety of positions with our league. She served twice as pl
and for many years was editor of the Voters Guide and the Government Directory. She was involved in ¢hgidesimn of our fir
site. She was one of several members who organiagiah, de
for her outstanding service, the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania in 1995 placed her name on the Adaa Estes Str:
or Roll for outstanding leadership and service to the community.

Ann and her late husband had a great interest local history. They were founders of the Lower Macungie Tietyrastdp Historice
the Bartholomew Center at Camp Olympic. For many years, Ann has written and produced publications for theo@anal Muse

In her spare time, Ann liked to garden but it has become discouraging to have the neighborhood deer abwoiShe ifsuits of hel
thinking about container gardening on lesaléuk the deer have not been bold enough to venture there.

Barbara Connolly

Barbara joined the league in 2019. A native of Dallas, PA (near Wilkes Barre), she has been a I
resident of the Lehigh Valley. She said that a neighbor who was a member of our league sugge:
she Il ook into the organization. She |iked

BN

about interesting stuffo.

Barbara attended our fiMeet and Greetdo sessi
projects. She joined our Board and currently serves as a Vice President responsible for the Con
Engagement portfolio, formerly titled Voter Services. She oversees setting up and staffing our ve
istration table at community events and goes out into the community to educate groups about vc

~ She participates in a State League Voter Services group, which meets virtually twice a month, to |
about new voting laws and to share ideas among local leagues. Barbara had to be flexible in planning vater events when ¢
strictions were in place. She reached voter s eadish aatg fZouwl
events are beginning to be in person again. o Rebagntl!l vy,
event (in person) focusing on municipal elections.

Barbara is active in the community in other areas. She serves as a volunteer at the Lehigh VadiegédoSpitgbaridipates

in the Applewood Social Committee which plans events for the Applewood community and belongs to a neighborhood bool
favorite genres are fiotion (especially historical biographies) and mysteries. Barbaraiafkovgasderly. She sstié has no

luck with vegetables.

Her current home project is completing a family genealogy album which will be a Christmasigtiédndpe<tilldren
completed in time for this Christmas. She and her husband enjoy their eight grandchildren.






