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Dear League members,

We have had many opportunities during the past month to get to know each

2019 Legislative other better. A record audience of 60 members and members of the public at-

Interviews %‘_ tended the final Hot Topics Luncheon on April 8 to listen to Dr. Kellen Gracey
present “Electoral College and Electoral Reform.” Our first meet and greet
April Board Notes event took place on the previous Friday night.

At that event, new members learned about our initiatives and how to carry them out. One of the first
opportunities members have to actively participate in the organization is the annual membership
meeting on May 11. Inside, Molly Faust answers, “Why Attend the Annual Membership Meeting?”

League Teen Outreach

Spring Meet and Greet
At the annual membership meeting, we thank the board members who are finishing their terms of
Membership office. One of these will be Kaitlyn Moyer, public relations chair. Only recently a student member,
Kaitlyn began her full-time career as a registered dietitian this year. For our organization, she wrote
2020 Census the press releases and e-invitations to members about our Hot Topics Luncheons. Recently, Kaitlyn
sent press releases to area media that promoted the Hot Topics Luncheon in April and the 2019
Town Hall Gathering Government Directory. She also submitted to the media an article about the presentation given by

Christopher Borick, Ph.D., at the Hot Topics Luncheon on February 11, “Election Trends.” Kaitlyn
updated the printed form of the Government Directory in 2018 and 2019. Together with recent board
Annual Membership member Erin Ondush, Kaitlyn conducted the fundraising program for the state League last spring.
Meeting We wish Kaitlyn the very best.

Nominating Committee

Janet Little, President

New Redistricting Bills
Introduced

April Hot Topics Luncheon

) The League of Women Voters of
Mark your calendar: Lehigh County presented
“Electoral College and Electoral

e May 11 Annual Member- Reform” on April 8 at the Superior

ship Meeting Restaurant.
o May 15 Teen Outreach at A record audience of 60 members
Emmaus Public Library and members of the public at-
tended the final Hot Topics
e May 16 Town Hall Luncheon on April 8. Dr. Kellen
Gathering Gracey took the audience through
the nation’s history of the Elec-
May 21 Primary Election toral College and his current

study of Electoral Reform. A spir-
ited question and answer period
followed.

We're on the Web!

www.Iwvlehighcounty.org
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2019 Legislative Interviews Scheduled and Completed

We appreciate members who interviewed their state legislators or sent the questions to them to complete. The names of the legislators and
the members who interviewed them are posted in the Special Interests section of the website and below. | would like to point out new partic-
ipants Tom O’Donnell, a colleague of Tom Ulrich, Emma Lewis, our intern, a graduating senior at Muhlenberg College, and Olivia Wee, a
student at Moravian Academy, Merle Smith Campus, Upper School. You can read the names of members who wrote reports. Emma Lewis
forwarded the information to the PA League. The state League can refer to our reports when planning an initiative.

Representatives

e Gary W. Day: Will submit written answers to the questions.

e Ryan Mackenzie: Appointment outstanding.

e Zachary Mako: Completed by Pat Hudson, *Jan Little.

e Jeanne McNEeill: Completed by Emma Lewis, *Jan Little, Tom O’Donnell.

e  Michael H. Schlossberg: Completed by +Pat Hudson, +Paulette Hunter, +Emma Lewis, *Jan Little, +Terry Schettini.
e Peter Schweyer: Completed by *Mary Erdman, *Barbara Williams.

e Justin Simmons: Submitted written answers to the questions.

Senators

e Lisa M. Boscola: Completed by *Janet Little, **+Susan McNamara, +Kathy Stagl, Olivia Wee.
e Patrick M. Browne: Will submit written answers to the questions.

*a member of the board of directors of the Lehigh County League

+ a constituent

** a member of the board of directors of the Northampton County League

Voters Guide

The League of Women Voters of Lehigh County is collaborating with The Morning Call to produce a non-partisan Voters’ Guide for the 2019
Municipal Primary election.

This year we are using a website called VOTE411 to capture information directly from candidates that will appear in the printed document.
Our goal is to enable voters to make informed choices on Election Day (May 21), and also to provide an opportunity for candidates to make
themselves known to voters.

We also offered the paper questionnaire if candidates prefer. Almost all of the 177 candidates participating in the Primary chose to use the
online questionnaire.

How you can help?

The Morning Call will print the Voters Guide for the 2019 Municipal Primary on Thursday, May 9. Subscribers to the Morning Call will re-
ceive the guide along with that day’s edition. The newspaper will also print additional copies that Pat and Burke Swan will pick up and bring
back to their home for the “bundling party.” There, a group of us will arrive to count out batches of copies of varying size to deliver as soon
as possible to 35 public and college libraries, organizations and retirement facilities in our county. There the copies will be made available to
the public. We also prepare single copies that we then mail to members of our local League.

Please contact Jan Little if you would like to join the bundling party and/or distribute copies of The Voter.

Save the Date
The Municipal Primary will take place 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 21
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April Board Notes

The Board of the Lehigh County League of Women Voters met Thursday, April 11, 2019 at the Rittenhouse Village of the Lehigh Valley.
Here are highlights of the meeting.

e Treasurer Barbara Williams reported that the treasury balance for the month ending February 28, 2019 was $21,407.02. She also
reviewed the third quarter report for the 2018-2019 fiscal year.

e President Janet Little reported on progress in preparing the Voters Guide, the final copy of which will be submitted to The Morning Call
on April 22. Our League is using VOTE411 to cover this year's municipal elections. Bundling Day will be Thursday, May 9 at the
Swan’s home.

e Janet Little reminded members about the deadline to turn in board reports for the upcoming annual meeting in May. She also remind-
ed members of the 2019 LWVPA State Convention to be held the weekend of June 21 in Reading.

e  Secretary Molly Faust reported on the results of the April 5 “Meet & Greet” event. The event was attended by 32 people which includ-
ed a nice mix of longtime and newer members. Members appreciated hearing about the League’s projects and took advantage of the
opportunity sign up to work on various committees.

Molly Faust, Secretary

League Teen Outreach

When | was delivering the 2019 Government Directories to the Emmaus Public Library, | was approached by the youth services librarian
who asked if anyone from our League would be willing to speak to teens about voting. The library hosts regular events for teenagers
throughout the year and she thought this topic was an important one to include. We, of course, said yes. It has been far too many years
since we have been invited to present a program on the importance of voting to this age group. There was a time when our League was
regularly asked to speak in high school classrooms. Perhaps that time is coming again.

The date has been put on the Emmaus Public Library calendar for 7 p.m. May 15 at the Emmaus Public Library. If you have an interest in
this, please contact me at email@Iwvlehighcounty.org.

Molly Faust, Secretary

Spring Meet and Greet Event

Our first Meet & Greet was a successful gathering.

Approximately 32 people, a mix of longtime and new members, braved the
rainy weather to enjoy each other's company while noshing on sandwich-
es donated by Wegmans. Jan Little gave a short history of the League in
her welcoming remarks and committee members spoke about the various
project opportunities available to new members.

There was ample time for newer members to talk to the longtime members
about the work that our League does in the community. The gathering was
held Friday, April 5, 2019 at First Presbyterian Church in Allentown.

Molly Faust, Secretary
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Naturalization

The League is represented at the Lehigh County Naturalization Cere-
monies, where we hand out a package of materials useful for new
citizens. On March 6, 65 people from 25 countries became citizens of
this great country. Judge Melissa Pavlack presided over the ceremony.
In her statement to the new citizens, she spoke about the greatness of
our country because of the people who emigrated from countries all
over the world. She brought with her the citizenship papers of her
grandparents who went through the same process to become citizens,
and how grateful they were to be able to come here.

The ceremony is always very emotional for anyone who attends and is
open to all. There are usually four ceremonies each year. The next
ceremony will be held July 10, and unfortunately | will not be able to
attend to represent our local League. Please contact me at
email@lwvlehighcounty.org before June 30 if you would like to fill my
role at this ceremony.

Caryn Shoenthal

Membership

Although we had no new members last month, we now have 84 members and have completed and mailed out
our new membership booklet. If you did not receive your copy, please let me know. Please let your family,

friends and colleagues know that we welcome men as well as women. They must be at least 16 years old, and
a citizen of the United States. An editable copy of the membership application may be downloaded from the 1! Leagueof

Membership section of our website. SSamen
Voters

Copies of the membership booklet and the 2019 Government Directory were distributed to members attending
the Hot Topics Luncheon on March 11. The remaining members should have received a copy of both publica- exene s e acers
tions in the ma|| %)fLehigh County

Margie Dunn, Membership Chair Handbook~2012

2020 Census Call to Action

Counting Everyone Once, Only Once and in the Right Place

United States®
Census The U.S. Census Bureau is dedicated to providing current facts about America’s residents. Federal law pro-
2 tects the confidentiality of all responses

How You Can Help?

Please respond in March/April 2020. A postcard will be mailed to your home. Fill out the census question-
naire online in 10 minutes. It is easy, safe and important. Mail in and phone in options also provided in 12 languages. It is critical that all
residents respond, including children under five, residing in your household as of April 1, 2020. All responses are confidential and protected
under Title 13—no information will be reported to any agency. Your response brings in $675 billion in funding for your community for
schools, roads, community, youth and senior centers, as well as important services including, Medicaid, CHIP, WIC, SNAP, and many es-
sential services.
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Town Hall Gathering

Jill Greene, Executive Director, League of Tour Across PA
Women Voters of PA, will give a presenta- ~geem,, Of the People -

. . , . . g \ SRy .

tion at The Unitarian Universalist Church B L8 ¢ By the Veople (= ‘, UUPLAN Thursday, April 4th
of the Lehigh Valley as part of the PA De- N 7oy the Vool | Pittshburgh
mocracy Partnership 6 p.m. May 16.

Greene will speak about open primaries, PA Democracy Partnership S Saturday, April 6th
early voting, and funding for the new vot- X Common Cause LM_LEAGUEOFWOMENVOTERS frogl e York

ing machines. Her colleagues from Com- PRnng S e

mon Cause PA, Represent Pennsylvania, TOWN HALL GATHERING Thursday, April 11th
and March on Harrisburg will talk about Philadelphia
other gOOd govemment and election re- Gathering of local residents for the most unique town hall in
forms Pennsylvania. YOL‘L your thoughts and your concerns are the main focus. Thursday, May 9th

' Come out and let's talk about how to improve democracy for everyone! s /Wilkes B
We think this is going to be a great event REAL PEOPLE - REAL TALK - REAL SOLUTIONS OVRRn/ Vs Burre aren

for engaging the public on these issues.
Let us know if you would like to staff our
table. Email us at email@Iwvlehighcounty.org.

for more information call 717.232.9951 Thursday, May 16th Bethlehem

Nominating Committee

The nominating committee has been working hard to fill the positions of our board. Jan Little will be stepping down from the board and we
will miss her dearly. Molly Faust has agreed to be our new president. We will also be welcoming a new member to our board. Cathy Dawson
has agreed to be our new secretary.

We will be looking for members to fill the positions of publications/website, Government Directory, Voters Guide, Voter editor and public
relations/press releases, and Facebook. Caryn Shoenthal resigned from the board but can continue naturalization. The following slate will be
voted on at the annual meeting: President (2019 — 2021) — Molly Faust; Secretary (2019 — 2021) - Cathy Dawson and Membership (2019 -
2021) — Margie Dunn

Margie Dunn, Nominating Chair

Annual Membership Meeting

Why attend the annual membership meeting?

Our League meets once a year to conduct general League business. We elect officers, approve a budget and review local League posi-
tions. It is a time to see your local League in action and to make your voice heard. For an example of the agenda, the packet distributed at
the meeting in 2018 is posted on the Membership section of our website. This year the annual meeting will be held 11:30 a.m. May 11 at
Morgan’s restaurant. The registration form included in this newsletter on Page 8 tells how to RSVP for the event. The deadline for reserva-
tions is May 3. We would love to see you.

Molly Faust, Secretary

. Upper Saucon Township Supervisor Candidates Forum

Sponsored by Concerned Citizens of Southern Lehigh Township and the League of Women Voters Lehigh County
Monday, May 6, 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Southern Lehigh Public Library

3200 Preston Lane, Center Valley
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Straight Scoop on Shale

At the Hot Topics Luncheon for March, members were welcome to take a copy of The League of
! Women Voters of Pennsylvania SHALE GAS EXTRACTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH A Resource
- " Guide Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Extraction Study, 2018 Update to Addendum Shale and Public
Health Committee. Jan also shipped a total of 64 copies to the district library centers in six counties in

T AT East Central PA: Berks, Carbon, Lehigh, Monroe, Northampton and Schuylkill (and Northumberland)

SHALE GAS EXTRACTION . . . 0 C
AND PUBLIC HEALTH counties and offered to donate copies to interested libraries in their districts.

A Resource Guide Allentown Public Library distributed copies to all public libraries in Carbon and Lehigh counties. The
Bethlehem Area Public Library donated copies to all five public libraries in western Northampton
BT County. Easton Area Public Library donated copies to eight out of 15 public libraries in Monroe and
e cad P B o eastern Northampton counties. Berks County Public Libraries donated copies to 16 out of 24 public

Lead Wikee Tere Bumast

libraries. Pottsville Free Public Library will donate to all 14 public libraries in Schuylkill and three North-
umberland counties.

Copies will be available to members at the Annual Membership Meeting.

League of Women Voters of Lehigh County
2018-2019 Officers

President — Janet Little
Secretary — Molly Faust
Vice President, Program - Vacant, Acting: Janet Little
Vice President, Action — Mary Erdman, FDPA Liaison
Vice President, Voter Services — Barbara Williams

Treasurer — Barbara Williams

New Redistricting Bills are Introduced in Harrisburg

As we go to press, two new bills have been introduced that, if successful, will change the way we redraw districts after the U.S. Census of
2020. Right now districts are drawn solely by legislators, behind closed doors with little or no input from the citizens of Pennsylvania. That
is not what democracy should look like!

The successful lawsuit filed by the League of Women Voters in 2016, exemplified how legislators inevitably will draw districts by “picking
their voters,” instead of “voters picking their legislators!” Combine this partisan exercise, with the quality and precision of modern day
mapping software and you have a recipe for unconstitutionally gerrymandered districts. Both parties have been guilty of this in our state
history. Both parties have benefited from gerrymandering. But, the citizens of Pennsylvania have not.

Continued on Page 7
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New Redistricting Bills are Introduced in Harrisburg o soneages

Redrawing districts is NOT about entrenching parties in a district, it is NOT about protecting incumbents. It should be about providing “fair
and equal” elections. It should be about keeping communities of interest intact and not splitting counties, townships or boroughs unless
“absolutely necessary.” And it is about “compact and contiguous” drawn districts. These are all conditions stated in our PA State Constitu-
tion. And that will NOT change, but will be made better by a more democratic process.

Three big takeaways from this legislation are; Districts will be drawn by citizens who will form an Independent Redistricting Commission, all
public meetings of the commission will be an “open and transparent process enabling full public consideration,” and all three districts will be
drawn by this Commission; U.S. Congressional, PA Senate and PA House Districts.

This will take two bills to be passed in succession. First HB 23 will set the groundwork for the Independent Redistricting Commission as well
as the power for this Commission to redraw U.S. Congressional Districts. That is simply a change to the State Election Code.

HB 22, is a bit more complicated and time consuming. It is this bill which will provide for an amendment to the PA Constitution changing the
process of how State House and Senate districts are drawn. Refer to the graphic which illustrates the timeline to get this done.

As of today, Rep. Samuelson (D), the prime sponsor of HB 23, has garnered 84 cosponsors (74 Democrats and 10 Republicans) which is
excellent considering that it was just introduced this past week. Rep. Thomas Murt (R, Hatfield) is the prime sponsor of HB 22, which re-
quires an amendment to the PA Constitution, and he has 68 cosponsors (60 Democrats and 8 Republicans) which again, is a positive num-
ber so early in this process.

Locally, Representatives Samuelson, Freeman, McNeill, Schlossberg, Schweyer and Simmons have co-sponsored both HB 22 and HB 23.
We are grateful for their support in making our votes count.

If you do NOT see your representative’s name as a cosponsor, now would be the time to send an email, make a phone call or make a visit
to their office and request they join as a cosponsor to both bills.

How popular is the desire to reform the way we redraw districts in Pennsylvania? Two surveys conducted in the last year prove that this is a
timely and highly desired outcome. Most Pennsylvania citizens want reform now.

A Franklin & Marshall Survey (2018) states that 69 percent surveyed want an Independent Redistricting Commission to redraw districts and
only 16 percent want legislators to draw districts. The University of Pittsburgh (2018) also surveyed residents and found that overall, 75.8
percent of residents want redistricting reform as well, and place dysfunction in government as their number one concern out of 21 issues.
Broken down by party: 81 percent of Democrats, 74 percent of Independents and 66.5 percent of Republicans all want to see redistricting
reform.

" If you refer to the graphic, you will see
that if we do not get this done by
PA Spring of 2021; we will be subjected to
gerrymandenng and continued parti-
sanship, dysfunction and gridlock in
both Harrisburg and Washington for

TWO BILLS / ONE COMMISSI

Introduce HB 22, a constitutional HB 22 must be passed by both Introduce and pass HB 22 (exactly .
amendmentto create an houses by early summer 1o alow -rhnh;-::u another ten years until the next U.S.
independent citizens commission three-month advertising end m H H
ey poseng sy o g i Census of 2030. The time to act is
o, . - 7 election. now.

T ST e s mustbe passed by both %; To read these bills go to
s cosaprimertoy www.legis.state.pa.us Click on Legis-
comemission to draw federal session. Once passed... Early in 2021, consus data. lation and insert either HB 22 or HB 23
congressional districts, including released 10 states. Commission HIPSH ; i
e otk . vy Sagnshoking pubk hoaings to read the bills in their entirety.
g wie | GOMEBSSION CRENTER | [ To find out what you can do to help,

go to the Fair Districts PA website at
www.fairdistrictspa.com/ and check-
out the info and ideas. We are anxious to come to your civic, church and social groups to give a presentation on the background of redis-
tricting. Please contact me or Terry Schettini for a speaker.

Mary Erdman
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League of Women Voters of Lehigh County
2019 Annual Membership Meeting

Morgan’s
3079 Willow Street, Allentown 18104
At the intersection of Cedar Crest Boulevard and Willow Street
(610-769-4100)
May 11, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Individual ordering from the menu (soup and sandwiches, salads, pastas or entrees)
11:30 p.m. - Cash Bar, Noon - Lunch
Program begins at 12:30 p.m.

Name:
Guest(s):
No. of Reservations: Total

Deadline for reservations is Friday, May 3
Mail to: Barbara Williams
4313 Crest Lane, Allentown PA 18104

Email: wils48@ptd.net — Text: 610-762-4009

2019 Government Directory

GOVERNMENT 20 1 9 DIRECTORY

2019
GOVERNMENT DIRECTORY . . . )
of LOCAL, STATE, & FEDERAL OFFICIALS The 2019 Government Directory has been updated and delivered. The 100 offices that received
Bttt i) copies included every local office included in the directory, public libraries, 25 organizations and
April1 First day to apply for an absentee ballot agencies and our donors.
April 22 Last day to register, or change party, name, or . . . . .
dddrecsbifors thie primary Electon The ACLU, Lehigh Valley Chapter, was the latest organization to make a donation. The ACLU joins
d; ly fe b: ball
May 14 Last day to apply for an absentee ballot . . . N . .
e TS pmedaiiaTirooutth dedion Boardis a healthy list of donors including Barry Isett & Associates, Inc., Keystone Consulting Engineers,
receive absentee ballots . . .
gl m"ig%a;pgl;mufmon_Pansopm I_.ehlgh County Medical Society, Peter K. Ryan, Realtor, and the League of Women Voters Educa-
May 22 l;igrzgg:ra‘ymregwster(o vote after Primary t|0n FUnd.
Mgt Lastdoy o ndependent candistesto Many members have asked why we didn’t distribute as many copies as last year. The board’s goal
Aug.8  Last day o independent candidates to this year is to determine how many copies these recipients really use. To that end, the board decid-
withdraw . .
Mg12 Lot dyfor ot rominate i e ed to print fewer copies than we usually do.
e o i
Sept. 16 Firtday o receive Ofcisl Absentee Balt If the recipients run out of copies, they can request more of them by emailing
Ot Lastday toregster o vote before the General email@Iwvlehighcounty.org. Based on these requests, the board can decide how many more cop-
0ct.20 Last day to apply for an absentee ballot ies to have printed next year.
Nov.1 5 p.m.deadline for county election board to . L . . ) . .
receive sbsentee ballots We are in a position now to communicate directly with every one of the local offices included so we
Nov.5 GENERAL ELECTION. Polls open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. . . . .
Nov.6  Firstday to registerto vote ater November can continue to keep the online directory updated. Please contact Jan Little at

Note: Dates in this calendar are subject to change without

notice.

Lehigh County Voter Registration Office — 610-782-3194

election

email@Iwvlehighcounty.org if you are interested in helping.
Jan Little, President

League of Women Voters, Lehigh County — 610-432-1456

LWVPA HOTLINE: 1-800-692-7281

GOVERNMENT 2 o 1 9 DIRECTORY



CAMERAS, PHOTOS
& KNOW-HOW

NICOS C. ELIAS

FUNERAL HOME, INC.

1227 Hamilton Street Allentown, Pa. 18102
at the Historic General Trexler Esiate

610-433-2200

Green and Nicos C. Elias,
Eco-Friendly plans Owner & Supv.

www.eliasfuneralhome.com

$10 OFF

ANY PURCHASE

OF $20 OR MORE League of Women
Doi's. One offer per customer. Nof valid on Nikon MYE Canon MAP or Sony
Sure Products. Not volid with other affers, Studio diders of Schoof Phote orders. Vo ters o f |_ e h | g h C oun ty
Redeom in stores oaly. Exp. 3/30/19
; P. 0. Box 3275
07 isioN: 610829.2313 Alertown, PA 18106

610-432-1456
LA, ALLENTOWN: 610434.2313 DAVPA Hotle: 1.800.692.7281
DANSCAMERA.COM

President: Janet Little, 610-398-7228
610-442-1733 (cell)
Membership: Margie Dunn, 610-298-8946

McNabb’s Service & Repairs McNabb’s Service & Repairs

Automotive Excellence since 1958

State Inspection
and Emissions Test
A/C Service Alignment
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR ) .
Brakes Steering and Engine

4948 Hamilton Blvd. Suspension Repairs
Allentown PA 18106 .

Preventive .
610-398-1324 610-395-0444 Exhaust Oil Change
www.McNabbsServiceCenter.com




THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

League of Women Voters of Lehigh County
P.O. Box 3275
Allentown, PA 18106

!

A\

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY

Name

Street

City, State, Zip

ANNUAL DUES 2019

$70.00 individual $105.00 household

$25.00 full-time student

Contact membership secretary Margie Dunn for details of prorated dues amounts.

Membership dues include membership in the
League of Women Voters of the United
States (LWVUS) and the League of Women
Voters of Pennsylvania (LWVPA) and a
subscription to the local and state Voter.

League dues and contributions are not tax-
deductible as a charitable donation.

Contributions to the LWV Education Fund
(LWVEF) are tax-deductible.

Membership in the League of Women Voters
is open to all citizens. Voting members must
be at least 16 years old.

Please make check payable to LWVLC
and mail to:

LWVLC

c/o Margie Dunn

8411 Carpet Road
New Tripoli, PA 18066



