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Legislative Interview Questions 2019 

INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR 
 
Name __Zachary Mako_________________________________ Circle One: Senator or Representative 
District number: _183_________county(ies)_Lehigh, Northampton party: _R____ 
Relationship with League (cordial, League member, accessible, difficult) 
 
Legislative aides to contact (Harrisburg & district offices) 
Pakosky, Gail K., Legislative Secretary  717-772-5398; 717-783-7667 
       gpakosky@pahousegop.com 
Nestor, Jodi F., Slatington  610-760-9805;610-821-6109 
       jnestor@pahouse.com 
Schifferle Trisha L., Slatington  610-760-9805; 610-821-6109 
       tschiffe@pahousegop.com 
Schlappich, Wendy Ann, Northampton  610-502-2701; 610-502-2704 
       wschlapp@pahousegop.com 
Strella, Stephen J., Northampton  610-502-2701; 610-502-2704 
 
Other comments:   Information about interview on following pages 
Harrisburg Office: Contact: 717-772-5398; Fax 717-783-7667 
District Offices: 
1. We met in the district office in Northampton, Northampton County. 
2030 Center Street, Northampton, PA  18067 
Phone: 610-502-2701; Fax: 610-502-2704; Hours: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
2. Lehigh County 
Slatington Borough Hall, 125 S. Walnut Street, First Floor, Slatington, PA 18080; Phone: 610-760-9805; 
Fax: 610-821-6109; Hours: 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday 
Contact: 610-760-9805; Fax 610-821-6109; zmako@pahousegop.com; www.repmako.com; 
www.facebook.com/RepMako/ 
 
Committee Assignments:  
Aging & Older Adult Services 
Finance 
Professional Licensure 
Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness 
 
INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEW 
Date of interview:_2/25/2019_ Number Present:_3_____________ 
 

Format (Office meeting, coffee, luncheon, general meeting, other) 
League name__Lehigh County___________________________ 
 
Other leagues participating __0_______________________________________________________ 
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1. Voting and Elections Modernization:  

 

A. Voter Access: What reforms and/or legislation do you support to ensure that all 
eligible voters are able to cast a vote, privately and independently, in every election? 
a. Follow ups – Do you support (why or why not?):  

 

• No-excuse absentee ballot voting (also called “optional vote by mail”  

• Early in-person voting  

• Comments: 

Rep. Mako feels we have a good system for absentee voting now.  He is very concerned about 
voting fraud.  He is unsure about early in-person voting, but likes the potential it has.  His support 
would depend on how the bill is developed. 

 

B. Voter Registration: What reforms and/or legislation do you support to increase the 
accessibility and accuracy of voter registration, ensure that all eligible voters can 
register and limit the administrative burden on local elections offices? a. Follow ups 
– Do you support (why or why not?):  

• Allowing 16 and 17-year-olds to pre-register to vote when applying for a driver’s 
license?  

• Allowing 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the time of the General Election to vote in 
the corresponding primary election?  

• Same-day voter registration at polling places?  

• Automatic Voter Registration (AVR)?  

• Comments: 

In general, Rep. Mako does not favor any of these ideas.  He feels they open the door for voter 
fraud.  He would favor more research on funding and maintaining an audit trail. 

C. Voting Systems: What reforms or steps do you support to ensure that our voting 
systems are upgraded, secure and accessible for all eligible voters? a. Follow ups 
– Do you support (why or why not?):  

• Appropriation of sufficient funds to support the purchase of up-to-date voting 
equipment by counties? (Examples – assuring sufficient funds are given to 
counties to purchase up-to-date voting machines; voter verifiable paper ballot 
or paper records)  

• Employment of voting systems that provide voter-verifiable paper ballots or paper 
records?  

• Comments: 

Rep. Mako strongly favors maintaining a paper trail.  He does not think sufficient money has been 
allocated for the counties to change their voting systems.  Lehigh County has just adopted a paper 
ballot that is inserted into a machine to do the count.  He seems to like that system. 
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2. Redistricting Reform: Would you support legislation replacing the current redistricting 
processes with a transparent, impartial and fair redistricting process to draw both the legislative 
and congressional maps?  
 
Rep. Mako supports a change to our current system of drawing new districts after a census; 
however, he favors maintaining some oversight control by the legislature on the appointees.  In 
general, he is not in favor of unelected appointees doing such jobs as on the proposed civil 
commission.  He wants accountability on the part of the commission.  He supports commission 
members serving beyond the time it takes to redraw the maps.  
 

3. Criminal Justice Reform: What kind of reforms and/or legislation to the bail system, police 
practices, mass incarceration and sentencing would you support?  

Rep. Mako spoke mostly about substance abuse and the underfunding of rehab programs at 
the county level.  He stands by his response from 2018.  He pointed out a program located 
in Northampton itself.  He expressed frustration with keeping track of the many programs 
that exist to treat substance abuse and other needs.   (One interview suggested that, often, 
organizations serving certain communities feel that they understand what works in their 
community better than someone from outside the community.) Rep. Mako feels he needs to 
learn more about the topic of criminal justice and needed reform. 

4. Environmental Protection: Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns with 
regard to the production, storage and transport of energy related materials. Most recently, the 
Chester County District Attorney has opened a criminal investigation into the Mariner East pipeline. 
What reform, legislation and actions would you support to secure a safe, healthy environment? 

Rep. Mako is strongly in favor of maintaining a healthy environment in Pennsylvania and  
providing the necessary funding to support this.  He does not favor a severance tax, but 
strongly supports the impact fee which he thinks is working very well.  Parts of his district in 
Northampton County are affected by a proposed pipeline.  Again, he supported doing it in a 
way that does not negatively alter the environment. 

 

Legislative Priorities: 

1.  He strongly supports his bill (HB 264) to eliminate fraud/embezzlement  in municipal 
authorities. 

2.  He also wants to see passage of his bill (HB297) on getting current information to school 
students regarding skilled labor shortages, earning potential, opportunities for training.  He 
wants this information to be made available at career days. 

 


