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Legislative Interview Questions 2019 

INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR 

NAME Peter Schweyer  Circle One:  Representative 

DISTRICT NUMBER: ___22_______ COUNTY(IES) Lehigh PARTY: __D___ 

RELATIONSHIP WITH LEAGUE (cordial) 

LEGISLATIVE AIDES TO CONTACT (Harrisburg & district offices) 

pschweyer@pahouse.net 

Julie Foley Juliefoley@pahouse.net 

OTHER COMMENTS: 

Harrisburg Office: 

111B East Wing, PO Box 202022, Harrisburg, PA 17120-2022 

Contact: 717-787-2909; Fax 717-787-2176 

District Office: 

1912 South 4th Street, Allentown, PA 18103 (until March 4th) 

1501 Lehigh Street, Suite 206, Allentown, PA 18103 (after March 4th) 

Contact: 610-791-6270; Fax 610-791-6274; pschweyer@pahouse.net; www.pahouse.com/Schweyer/  

Nancy Wilt Chief of Staff State Representative Peter Schweyer NWilt@pahouse.net 

INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEW 

DATE OF INTERVIEW Thursday, February 7, 2019  NUMBER PRESENT:__3__ 

Rep. Schweyer, Mary Erdman and Barbara Williams 

FORMAT (Office meeting) 

LEAGUE NAME_League of Women Voters of Lehigh County  

 

OTHER LEAGUES PARTICIPATING None 

 

mailto:pschweyer@pahouse.net
http://www.pahouse.com/Schweyer/
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1. Voter Access, Voter Registration and Voting Systems 

• Representative Schweyer was against unaffiliated voters casting ballots in a 

Primary Election. However, he feels Open Primaries are positive because 

he thinks more people would vote and the outcome would be a more 

centrist vote.  

• Since 6.6% of Absentee Ballots didn’t count in the November 2018 election 

in Lehigh County, Rep. Schweyer believes absentee ballot rules need to be 

reformed. He believes in “no excuse” absentee ballots which can be 

turned in on Election Day. 

• Rep. Schweyer also supports same day voter Registration at polling places 

and Early in-person voting as well as allowing curbside voting for voters 

with special needs.  

• He felt that County voting centers and merging voting precincts in low 

population centers was appropriate as long as it was done fairly and was 

easily accessible for all voters in the area. 

• He agreed that state and federal employees should be allowed to be poll 

workers. 

• He believes in Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) and agrees that 16 and 

17-year-olds should be able to pre-register to vote when applying for a 

driver’s license. He, also, agrees that 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the 

time of the General Election can vote in the corresponding primary 

election. 

• Rep. Schweyer supports employment of voting systems that provide voter-

verifiable paper records of a persons vote and appropriation of sufficient 

funds to counties to replace antiquated voting machines 
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2. Redistricting Reform:  Would you support legislation replacing the current 
redistricting processes with a transparent, impartial and fair redistricting 
process to draw both the legislative and congressional maps? 

 
Representative Schweyer supports the legislation introduced by Representatives 
Steve Samuelson (D) and Thomas Murt (R). HB 22 and HB 23, recently introduced 
would: 
 
a.  Create an Independent Citizens Commission  to redraw “congressional 

districts,” after the US Census of 2020 and reapportionment is completed.    
(HB 22) 

b. Develop legislation which would amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to 
allow the same Independent Redistricting Commission (which would already 
be in place) to redraw the state legislative and senate districts after the US 
Census, by 2021.   (HB 23) 

c. Allow this entire process to be transparent and open to public comment 
throughout the state before each of the three maps are finalized. 

 
Rep. Schweyer also hopes to see true collaboration and compromise between the 
House and the Senate in reaching a final solution to the gerrymandering issue in 
this state. This would enable the voters and their concerns to be more fairly 
represented in Harrisburg than at the present time. 
Also discussed was Rep. Schweyer’s concern for amending many of the 
procedural House Rules which have been proposed by Rep. Samuelson and 
others. A few of these proposed changes would include: 

  
a.  Bills with wide bi-partisan support of 102 or more, would be released from 

committee, with no changes and would get an up-and-down vote from the 
full House. (only 3 bills fit this category in the last year) 

d. Giving the people and the full House 24 hours to learn about changes to a bill 
before a vote is taken, unlike the six hours which is the rule now. 

e. Creating a commission of 12 Democrats and 12 Republicans to review and 
recommend rules changes to insure efficiency and fairness in the work of the 
House in Harrisburg. (DiGirolamo (R)   
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3. Criminal Justice Reform 

• Rep. Schweyer supports Pennsylvania’s “Clean Slate Law”. He feels the 

inmates Recidivism can be reduced by fair sentencing and easier access to 

work. He supports increasing education for prisoner re-entry into society by 

having job placement in the facility and teaching soft skills so they have a 

resume. He believes in inmates having a mandatory ID, social security 

number and birth certificate available before re-entry takes place. 

• He feels the cash bail system is problematic and needs to be reformed.  

• He agrees much is being done to address the Opioid Crisis. Money is being 

appropriated to help treat and assist those individuals with substance use 

disorder. 

• He believes in stiffer penalties for aggravated assault against bus drivers.  

• He supports banning solitary confinement for juveniles. 

• He, also, supports abolishing the Death Penalty. 
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4. Environmental Protection: Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental 
concerns with regard to the production, storage and transport of energy related 
materials. Most recently the Chester County DA has opened a criminal 
investigation into the Mariner East pipeline. What reform, legislation and 
actions would you support to secure a safe, healthy environment? 

 
Representative Schweyer is acutely aware of the balance that must be struck 
between economic opportunity for the Commonwealth as well as the 
environmental integrity and the protection of public health concerns. He supports 
legislation which would guarantee the protection of our water systems, the purity 
of our air through the monitoring and control of methane gas discharges that can 
occur through the gas/shale extraction, and disposal of waste from this same 
process.  
He also supports funding that would insure that an adequate number of 
inspectors and inspection regulations make sense for operators as well as for the 
protection of the environment.  He is concerned about the vast number of 
pipelines that will be needed for transport of natural gas and seeks to find ways to 
assess the quality of construction and sensible location of these pipelines 
throughout the Commonwealth. Rep. Schweyer also commented on the 
extraction of Pennsylvania’s most plentiful resource and how responsible 
planning, taxing and regulation need to be supported in order to protect the 
health and environment for the future a well as supporting efforts to correct any 
damages that can occur from the fracking industry on not just our environment 
but also on our infrastructure components. 
 
Rep. Schweyer also discussed the need to diversify the energy portfolio of the 
state and supports efforts such as the “Community Solar Prospects” program that 
identifies and supports the use of solar power to supplement existing sources. He 
sees this as a benefit for the environment, an economic asset in lower energy 
costs for homes and businesses, and to grow jobs in alternate energy sources 
throughout the 67 counties of the Commonwealth.  
 

 


