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Legislative Interview Questions 2019 

 
INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR 
NAME _ Lisa M. Boscola __ Circle One:  Senator  
DISTRICT NUMBER: _18__COUNTY(IES)Northampton(part) and Lehigh (part)  PARTY: _DEM____ 
DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT [urban, rural, suburban; major employer(s) or industry(ies)] 
 
RELATIONSHIP WITH LEAGUE: Cordial and accessible 
LEGISLATIVE AIDES TO CONTACT (Harrisburg & district offices) 
Joe Kelly, Chief of Staff 
610.868.8667 and 717.787.4286 
jkelly@pasenate.com 
 
OTHER COMMENTS: None 

Contact Information 

Senator Lisa Boscola  
Senate Box 203018 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3018 
Room: 458 Main Capitol 
(717) 787-4236 
FAX: (717) 783-1257 
 
Senator Lisa Boscola (Lehigh County portion of Bethlehem) 
1 East Broad Street 
Suite 120 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 
(610) 868-8667 
FAX: (610) 861-2184 
 
EASTON OFFICE (Northampton County 

1701 Washington Blvd. 

Easton, PA 18042 

(610) 250-5627 

(610) 250-5629 

Fax: (610) 250-1889 

NEW! Community Outreach Offices: https://www.senatorboscola.com/enews/2019_1_11_Outreach.htm 

Committee Assignments 

Banking & Insurance  
Community, Economic & Recreational Development  
Consumer Protection & Professional Licensure , Minority Chair  
Game & Fisheries  
Rules & Executive Nominations  
INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEW 
DATE OF INTERVIEW:_3/7/2019 @ 2 p.m._________ NUMBER PRESENT:___6___ 



Senator Boscola, Joe Kelly, District Director, and League members Susan McNamara (NorthCo.) and Jan Little 
and  Kathy Stagl   (Lehigh Co.)  Also, a guest, Olivia Wee, student at Moravian Academy Upper School. Susan and 
Kathy are constituents. 
FORMAT: Office meeting LEAGUE NAME__LWV, Lehigh  County and LWV, Northampton County_ 
 
OTHER LEAGUES PARTICIPATING  Lehigh County  
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(The Senator wrote the responses before the legislative interview and distributed printed copies to us at the 
start of the appointment.  The Notes were added by members of the local leagues who participated.) 

1. Voting and Elections Modernization:  

 

A. Voter Access: What reforms and/or legislation do you support to ensure that all 
eligible voters are able to cast a vote, privately and independently, in every election? 
a. Follow ups – Do you support (why or why not?):  

• No-excuse absentee ballot voting (also called “optional vote by mail”)  

• Early in-person voting  

• Comments: 

I support the need to improve voter access throughout the Commonwealth.  Removing 
impediments to voting only improves our democracy.  So, I am an outspoken proponent of 
no excuse absentee balloting and early voting.  It is simple for me.  I want laws that make it 
easier to vote.   

Notes: Additionally discussed a 12 bill package that included a bill that support pre-registration for 16 and 17-

year-olds and also a bill against street ticket voting. Senator Boscola supports no straight ticket voting, requiring 

voters to make choices of individual candidates. Boscola also discussed a bill allowing independents to vote in 

primaries especially regarding voting for school boards. School board and Judges decisions are made at the 

Primaries due to cross filing. Independents are currently excluded from participating in Primaries disenfranchising 

them in these decisions. Primaries should be open at least for these elections, though Boscola favors full open 

primaries. Boscola further discussed a bill for a direct ballot certificate that would allow citizens a referendum to 

vote on high-interest issues. The initiative and referendum process had voters bring issues to be put on the ballot 

for a vote which the legislature has not addressed. This would require constitutional amendment as there is no 

provision for this in the PA Constitution.  

 

B. Voter Registration: What reforms and/or legislation do you support to increase the 
accessibility and accuracy of voter registration, ensure that all eligible voters can 
register and limit the administrative burden on local elections offices? a. Follow ups 
– Do you support (why or why not?):  Allowing 16 and 17-year-olds to pre-register to 
vote when applying for a driver’s license?  I have introduced bills that would 
require PennDOT to notify individuals that have applied for a driver’s license 
of their eligibility to register to vote once they reach the age of 18 and are 
eligible to vote.  With the start of a new session, I have introduced this bill 
again and working with Senator Fulmer to see if we can have a hearing on the 
matter. 

 • Allowing 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the time of the General Election to vote in 
the corresponding primary election?  

      Absolutely.  Pennsylvania should join the 20 other states that allows a 17 year 
old to vote in a primary if they will be 18 prior to the General Election. 
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• Same-day voter registration at polling places?  

Yes, I have introduced bills every session calling for same day registration.  
Under my bill an individual could register to vote on election day by 
completing a registration form and providing proof of residence.  Again, 
this allows and encourages greater participation in the democratic 
process which makes our state and country better. 

• Automatic Voter Registration (AVR)?  

Yes, Automatic Voter Registration will make it easier for people to participate 
in elections.  Since 2015, several states and the District of Columbia allow 
AVR.  In these states, citizen’s seeking a driver’s license are 
automatically registered to vote unless he or she opts out of the process.  
I think the opt out process is better than the opt in process currently in 
place in Pennsylvania.   
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C. Voting Systems: What reforms or steps do you support to ensure that our voting 
systems are upgraded, secure and accessible for all eligible voters? a. Follow ups 
– Do you support (why or why not?):  

 

• Appropriation of sufficient funds to support the purchase of up-to-date voting 
equipment by counties? (Examples – assuring sufficient funds are given to 
counties to purchase up-to-date voting machines; voter verifiable paper ballot 
or paper records)  

All counties need to have voting machines that are secure and accessible.  
People need to have faith that our elections cannot be tampered with by 
outside influences.  This is one area of the government where all of us 
need to work together to get this right, federal, state and county, so that 
every voted is recorded and counted. 

Notes: Boscola also expressed support for all 67 counties having the same voting  

machines in order to ensure secure and consistent voting. Boscola supports uniform 

voting procedures and voting machines statewide rather than determined by counties. 

 

Last session, as Policy Chair we held hearings on the administration of 
elections and listened to county officials on things we can do to improve 
our elections in Pennsylvania.  It was clear that we need clear and 
consistent training for our poll workers and we need more poll workers.  
We need to make certain that County governments have the appropriate 
guidance as to the criteria for equipment.  There needs to be a standard 
criteria for these new machines so that machine manufacturers 
understand Pennsylvania regulations and County’s understand what is 
needed in new machines. 

Notes: Boscola proposed flexible hours and paid time off of work be offered in order to  

have more poll workers.  

Counties made it clear that they need some flexibility and autonomy to make 
staffing decisions for elections.  A Presidential General Election is very 
different than the Primary during a municipal election.  We should use 
data to help with the overall efficiency of county operations along with 
neighborhood population and residency data. 

Also, we need to have special elections when possible on primary and/or 
general election days to provide cost savings.  I have introduced a bill to 
require this.  I have also contacted our Lt. Governor to ask him to 
schedule upcoming special elections on the primary or general voting 
days. 

Notes: Boscola supports no special elections and only primaries and general 

elections. 
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• Employment of voting systems that provide voter-verifiable paper ballots or paper 
records?  

I have been on record supporting a paper ballot back-up.  The Department of 
State issued a directive last year requiring resilient electronic voting 
systems.  Essentially, all new voting machines purchased after February 
9, 2018 need a voter verifiable paper ballot or paper record of the votes 
cast.  Again, this goes back to the basic idea that people need to have 
faith that their vote is being counted and our elections are not 
susceptible to hacks. 
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2. Redistricting Reform: Would you support legislation replacing the current redistricting 
processes with a transparent, impartial and fair redistricting process to draw both the legislative 
and congressional maps?  
 
 I have been a proud and outspoken advocate for reforming the manner in which we 
draw our legislative districts.  Last session, my legislation SB 22 went through some 
amendments that included how we pick members of the committee.  At the last minute, the 
Republicans added another amendment to include districts for our statewide judges.  While 
I didn’t support the amendment redrawing our lines was too important.  What came out of 
the Senate was a historic vote for the leaders to give up their pens and create an 
independent commission to draw lines for both the General Assembly and Congress.  
Unfortunately, it stalled in the Senate. 
 
 I was proud to stand with Fair Districts in support of the committee structure that 
came to the Senate floor.  It is why, Senator Folmer and I have decided to work together to 
pick up where we left off last session and see if we can get a bill back to the House. 
 
 SB22 this session, will establish an 11 member independent commission to draw 
legislative district maps.  Four Democrats recommended by Senate and House leaders, 
Four Republicans recommended by Senate and House leaders and Three independents 
recommended by the Governor.  The Confirmation of these members requires a 2/3 votes 
by both the House and Senate.  The Commission would have one year to draw 
Congressional and General Assembly districts.  The process would be open and 
transparent and allow for participation of the people.   
 
 In order for a map to be approved it would require 7 of the 11 members to vote for 
the map with at least two democrats, two republicans and two independents.  If the 
Commission cannot come to an agreement by October 15, the Commission will submit two 
or three maps to the General Assembly one of which must be approved by a 2/3 vote.  The 
Supreme Court will select one of the maps, if the General Assembly cannot pass a map by 
the required vote. 
 
 People serving on the commission, cannot be lobbyist or former legislative staff.  
They need to be registered to vote and be active voters.  Finally, the Committee would need 
to limit the number of splits of counties, municipalities and wards when creating the maps. 
 
 Changing the manner in which we draw our maps is critical to the future of people’s 
faith in our democratically elected officials.  The Pa Supreme Court stepped in and 
corrected our Congressional maps, but it is not enough to just fix our congressional lines.  
We need to fix the way we draw the maps for representation in Harrisburg.    
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3. Criminal Justice Reform: What kind of reforms and/or legislation to the bail system, police 
practices, mass incarceration and sentencing would you support?  

Finding smart and practical reforms to our criminal justice system makes sense.  Just 
yesterday, I issued a co-sponsorship memo seeking to create a medical release for 
our geriatric inmates.  Right now, as inmates age in prison the cost of their medical 
expenses is born 100% by taxpayers.  If we have sick inmates that have served a 
good portion of their sentence and are over a certain age (essentially Medicare 
eligibility) we need to find a way to release individuals, who have demonstrated that 
they are no longer a danger to the community.  This makes sense for the taxpayers 
and for our state prison system.   

Last session, I held a policy hearing up on SCI-Dallas to look at our current parole 
system.  There are some areas here where I believe bipartisan support exists to 
update.  Creating a more efficient parole system and perhaps providing more people 
a real opportunity at parole.  We need to look at these things because warehousing 
people and putting the taxpayers on the hook for these ever increasing costs 
appears unsustainable. 

Notes: Boscola specifically stressed rehabilitation and re-entry program for parolees. After discussion, 

Boscola commented that these parolees should have somewhere to go once they are released from prison as 

well as the follow ups.  

 

Over the last couple of years we have seen local innovations.  In Northampton County, 
the judges started a “Drug Court” with the idea of trying to get people the help they 
needed as opposed to simply placing them in local prison to do their time.  In 
Philadelphia, the District Attorney stop seeking bail for about 61% of all criminal 
cases and the results have been positive.  Defendants continued to show up for 
court in the same numbers, there was no impact on violent offending or recidivism.  
According to reports, court appearances were as high as 97%, the highest in a 
decade, after they made the bail changes. 

Notes: When asked about mental health, Boscola suggested releasing earlier or putting inmates on house 

arrest who no longer or who never posed a danger to the community would help with costs for halfway 

houses and other rehabilitation programs. In general, Boscola believed that we needed to rethink who we 

incarcerated and use an inclusive community effort that strayed away from mass incarceration.  

 

The fact remains we always need to evaluate why we do things.  Can we do it better and 
fairer?  I will always look for ways to do just that, especially if they save the 
taxpayers money. 
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4. Environmental Protection: Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns with 
regard to the production, storage and transport of energy related materials. Most recently, 
the Chester County District Attorney has opened a criminal investigation into the Mariner 
East pipeline. What reform, legislation and actions would you support to secure a safe, 
healthy environment? 

 

The challenge to our environment is real.  However, we need to find areas of compromise to 
enact legislation that makes sense.  First, I am for a severance tax and I think the severance 
tax should help communities that now have large pipelines.  These pipelines impact these 
communities and just like the impact fee was for communities where the drilling took place 
it now needs to be expanded to places where the distribution infrastructure is being 
constructed.  It is only fair. 
 
We need to make certain our regulation for gas extraction and pipeline construction protect 
the environment and our communities.  I have joined the Pipeline Safety Caucus this 
session to hopefully take a good hard look at best practices to ensure Pennsylvania has 
solid regulations and that they are enforced. 
 
One of the early issues in the Senate this year will be the role of nuclear energy in our 
generation portfolio.  Fracking and the large amounts of natural gas in Pennsylvania has 
had a large impact on energy prices. And because natural gas is abundant and cheap, it is 
hard for our nuclear plants to compete.  However, we need a strong nuclear power 
generation in Pennsylvania to meet our carbon reduction goals.  Nuclear energy is a zero 
carbon emitter.  However, there is a real possibility that two nuclear plants will close if 
something is not done.  This generation will be replaced by natural gas.  So invariably 
carbon in the atmosphere will increase. 
 

Notes: Boscola believed we must keep supporting nuclear energy until technology improves and solar and wind 

become a sufficient replacement. Boscola also believed though that even now we needed to invest in solar and 

wind energy in order to have a plan for the future. To add to this, Boscola discussed how most people are unaware 

of how natural gas feeds into the plastic industry and citizens, especially the younger generations, needed to 

understand the environmental impact.  

 

These are not easy issues.  They are complicated and require all parties to work together 
for a solution that is good for Pennsylvania.  Renewables, like wind and solar need to be 
part of the conversation, as does the recognition that the natural gas and coal industry 
provide solid jobs for a good portion of Pennsylvania. 
 
Not just environmental regulation, but all government regulation must seek a balance to 
help make Pennsylvania a place that companies want to grow and stay and other 
companies want to move in.  We need a diversified energy portfolio to keep our costs 
down, but was also need to recognize our role in being good stewards of our environment. 
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