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Legislative Interview Questions 2019 
 
Information about Legislator 
 
Name ___Jeanne McNeill_________ Circle One: Senator or Representative 
 
District number: __133___county(ies)___Lehigh County (part)___ party: _D_ 
 
Relationship with League (cordial, League member, accessible, difficult) 
Cordial, accessible 
 
Legislative aides to contact (Harrisburg & district offices) 

• Mike Dee 
 
Other comments: 
 
Contact Information 
District 
Hon. Jeanne McNeill 
1080 Schadt Avenue 
Whitehall, PA 18052 
610-266-1273 
Fax: 610-266-2126 
 
Capitol 
Hon. Jeanne McNeill 
G-05 Irvis Office Building 
P.O. Box 202133 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2133 
717-772-9902 
Fax: 717-780-4762 
 
Committee Assignments 
Commerce 
Game & Fisheries 
Gaming Oversight 
Labor & Industry 
Rules 
 
Information about interview 
 
Date of interview:_Tues, March 5, 2019, 10am__ Number Present:__3 interviewers + Rep___ 
 



Format (Office meeting, coffee, luncheon, general meeting, other) 
 
League name__League of Women Voters – Lehigh County_______ 
 
Other leagues participating _________________________________________________________ 
Use additional paper if necessary.
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1. Voting and Elections Modernization:  

 

A. Voter Access: What reforms and/or legislation do you support to ensure that all 
eligible voters are able to cast a vote, privately and independently, in every election? 
a. Follow ups – Do you support (why or why not?):  

 

• No-excuse absentee ballot voting (also called “optional vote by mail”) 

• In support 

• Early in-person voting  

• In support 

• Comments: 

• Early voting 

• Online registration 

• Extend absentee ballot deadline 

• Curbside voting for those with physical disabilities 

• No excuse absentee ballot voting – in strong support – for those who don’t want to 
deal with pamphleteers at polling places or with the voting machines but don’t want 
to lie on their absentee ballot application 

• In support of going back to written ballots instead of computerized voting machines 
if it will prevent hacking and save the integrity of voting in elections 
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B. Voter Registration: What reforms and/or legislation do you support to increase the 
accessibility and accuracy of voter registration, ensure that all eligible voters can 
register and limit the administrative burden on local elections offices? a. Follow ups 
– Do you support (why or why not?):  

 

• Allowing 16 and 17-year-olds to pre-register to vote when applying for a driver’s 
license?  

• Allowing 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the time of the General Election to vote in 
the corresponding primary election?  

• Same-day voter registration at polling places?  

• In support; not at all polling places but some should be tagged 
as same day registration places 

• Automatic Voter Registration (AVR)?  

• In support; Rep was previously in opposition of AVR because 
voters would be registered as Independent until they contact the 
precinct to change their status 

• Comments: 

• Pending legislation to update signatures every few years or you can just re-apply for 
a voter card and have your signature updated 

• Rep believes that there is a fear of registration because voters incorrectly assume 
that they will be subjected to jury duty once registered or voting 
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C. Voting Systems: What reforms or steps do you support to ensure that our voting 
systems are upgraded, secure and accessible for all eligible voters? a. Follow ups 
– Do you support (why or why not?):  

 

• Appropriation of sufficient funds to support the purchase of up-to-date voting 
equipment by counties? (Examples – assuring sufficient funds are given to 
counties to purchase up-to-date voting machines; voter verifiable paper ballot 
or paper records)  

• Counties should be reimbursed for funds that they put out for updating 
now that the governor is appropriating funds 

• Employment of voting systems that provide voter-verifiable paper ballots or paper 
records?  

• In support 

• Comments: 

• Voter machines to be made tamper-proof and hacker-proof 

• Written ballots get scanned and put into a machine and then placed into a lockbox in 
case a recount is needed 

• Rep is more hesitant now to “jump on bills” that may get amended and gutted, 
causing her to oppose a bill she initially co-sponsored; but just because she doesn’t 
co-sponsor a bill does not mean she won’t support it 
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2. Redistricting Reform: Would you support legislation replacing the current redistricting 
processes with a transparent, impartial and fair redistricting process to draw both the legislative 
and congressional maps?  
 

• In support 

• Redistricting reform was the first bill the Rep jumped on last year and she is on the 
bill this year as well 

• Rep believes we need to even the playing field to make sure that legislation from 
both sides of the aisle get a fair chance of getting through committee 

o Rep does not care to have the majority in the legislature, she just wants more 
even districts so that committees can be more fair 

o Redistricting would help limit the impact of unfair committee appointment 
o As Democrats get more chairs in the legislature, they don’t get more 

committee appointments 

• Rep is concerned with upcoming census for how districts will be affected 
o Rep’s district is oddly shaped already; it should be centralized and logical 
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3. Criminal Justice Reform: What kind of reforms and/or legislation to the bail system, police 
practices, mass incarceration and sentencing would you support?  

• Rep has legislation to push thru to make sure that those with mental disabilities, no 
matter what age, have guardians that are told when they are getting released, that 
can tell the prison of any behaviors their child has that might compromise their 
safety while incarcerated, and that can ensure that the inmate can get the 
medications they need while in prison 

• In support of reform for rehabilitation so that individuals do not come out of the 
prison system worse than when they went in 

• Rep believes in “banning the block” to help those who have been in prison to get 
jobs after being released 

• Old Saint Francis Academy will open in September 
o Recovery high school for 90 students who recently left rehabilitation facilities 

• Rep supports the decriminalization of marijuana possession and expunging the 
records of those found not guilty 

o This would save many people from going to prison and not getting jobs; 
would also help with prison crowding and expenses 

• Rep supports training for police officers to recognize when individuals are 
experiencing health problems, not committing a crime (seizures, side effects of 
medication, etc.) 



2019 Legislative Interview Response Form  
7  

4. Environmental Protection: Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns with 
regard to the production, storage and transport of energy related materials. Most recently, 
the Chester County District Attorney has opened a criminal investigation into the Mariner 
East pipeline. What reform, legislation and actions would you support to secure a safe, 
healthy environment? 

• In strong support of a severance tax (every state has one except for PA, impact 
tax is not enough) 

o Severance tax would be used to alleviate hardships in the commonwealth 

o Severance tax will not cause the natural gas industry to leave PA; as long 
as we have natural gas, the industry will stay, and jobs won’t be lost 

• Rep is in support of legislation that would tighten restrictions and DEP guidelines 
to more closely resemble EPA regulations; then communities can be as safe as 
possible 

• Rep opposes pipeline and the effect that it has on families 

o Believes that the DEP is underfunded and understaffed 


