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We have continued holding Hot Topics events and concluded our voter registration
efforts. We are now are looking ahead to the Presidential Election while continuing
our ongoing initiatives.

Ann Bartholomew introduced Lehigh County Commissioner Percy Dougherty, the
speaker of our first Hot Topics Luncheon term held on Monday, October 10. Ann reported that he discussed county issues, mainly the proposed budget for 2017 and
farmland preservation. He spoke about how our county government is administered
Board Meeting,
Woodland Terrace
and shared copies of key features of the budget. He pointed out the relatively small
percentage of income (27 percent) provided by local taxes. The state and federal
Hot Topics Lunch,
governments fund many county services. Anyone interested in learning more about
Superior Restaurant
the county’s proposed budget for 2017 can find the information here:
www.lehighcounty.org/Departments/Fiscal-Tax-Claims/Fiscal-Budget.

December
Thurs
9

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Last Day to reserve
for Hot Topics lunch

Thurs
8

4:00
p.m.

Board Meeting
Woodland Terrace

Mon
12

11:30
a.m.

Hot Topics Lunch
Superior Restaurant

Dougherty told us that the budgeted income may be reduced due to the recent
Pennsylvania Supreme Court ruling that declared unconstitutional the “casino tax”
that gave payments from casinos to their neighboring communities. Before the Supreme Court ruling, Lehigh County was anticipating $1,051,250 in revenue from
slots and table gambling combined. Of this, $500,000 was earmarked for farmland
preservation. State senators in our area are working on legislation to reinstate the
casino revenue before the 120-day deadline imposed by the court.
Commissioner Dougherty is a longtime advocate for farmland preservation. He told
attendees they could tell their municipalities that the League believes they should
be advocates for farmland preservation and that we hope those with farmland will
also place money in their own budgets to fund farmland preservation. The county
money is to be shared only with those municipalities that also budget for farmland
preservation, and designate land to be preserved.
Upcoming Hot Topics Luncheons
A companion piece to Commissioner Dougherty’s will be the Hot Topics Luncheon on
January 9. Becky Bradley, Executive Director, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission,
will discuss the Impact on Traffic of Warehouse Development.
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In between, on November 14, Bill White will help us understand the outcome of the
election. Tom Seidenberger, a former East Penn superintendent and now a “circuit
rider” for fair funding, will return on December 12 to update us on the Campaign for
Fair Funding for public schools. After Becky Bradley on January 9, topics include Immunization, by a representative from Walgreen’s on February 13, the PA League’s
Criminal Justice Position on March 13, and Endangered Bees on April 10.
Candidate Forums
Barbara Williams has been working with Beverly Hernandez, president of LWV North(Continued on page 3)
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BOARD NOTES – OCTOBER
The Board of the Lehigh County League of Women Voters met Thursday October 13, 2016 at the Woodlands Personal Care Home. Here are highlights of the meeting.









Treasurer Barbara Williams reported a balance of $15,976.25 for the month ending September 30, 2016.
Janet Little, President, updated the board on the planning progress of the Girl Scout badge project. Workshops
have been set up and participants chosen for the panel discussion.
Janet Little also reported on the completion of a successful voter registration drive.
Ann Bartholomew announced that the Voters Guide will be published on October 27 and that she will be looking
for League members to help with bundling and distribution.
Margie Dunn announced that a new member had joined our League. She is Maryann Dattilio.
The board voted to participate in a state League study reviewing the Pennsylvania Election Laws. Chris Herbener,
a former local LWV president and former LWVPA board member attended the board meeting to explain that the
Pennsylvania League needed consensus on this matter from local Leagues so that it could lobby on changes to
election laws. The study and consensus vote must be completed before March 1, 2017.
There was discussion about the “How to Run for Office” workshop which our League traditionally organizes every
two years prior to the municipal races.

Molly Faust
Secretary

MEMBERSHIP NOV 2016
November is the month we begin our membership renewal drive. You will be receiving a renewal letter in the
mail. Our dues remain the same at $70 for individual
membership and $105 for household membership. I will
be mailing out the membership booklets in February.
I am pleased to announce we had two new members join
our League last month. Maryann Dattilio was an active
member of the Newark, New Jersey, League. She moved
into the area and was invited to attend our Hot Topics
Luncheon by Molly Faust. She liked what she heard and
decided to join our League. Maryann is a retired clinical
psychologist, mother of three and grandmother of seven.
Please welcome her to our League at the November
luncheon.

Maryann Dattilio
5544 Cetronia Road
Allentown PA 18106
610 395-8078
MTD8244@gmail.com
Sam Bennett, of the Historic Benner Mansion, rejoined
this month. She is active in many organizations in Allentown and is a candidate for mayor of Allentown. We are
pleased to welcome her back into our League.
Siobhan “Sam” Bennett
215 South 15th Street
Allentown, PA 18102
484-560-2810
sambennett25@gmail.com
Margie Dunn

!HOT TOPICS! LUNCH
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 11:30 A.M.
SUPERIOR RESTAURANT, EMMAUS
SPEAKER: BILL WHITE OF THE MORNING CALL
Bill White will be back again to talk about the results of the Presidential Election on November 8. One of our most
popular speakers, Bill will give his take on the election.
Call or email your reservation to Sue Phillips at suemph@verizon.net or 610-821-1118 by November 10. Lunch is
$11.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
(Continued from page 1)

ampton County, to set up a forum for House District
#183. This is an open seat due to long-time officeholder
Julie Harhart not running for re-election. Unfortunately,
after the arrangements were completed the Republican
candidate informed us he would not attend.

initially before being joined by two dietetic interns from
the same college. It was great to introduce her to Barbara
Williams, as shown in the photo below.

On Thursday, November 3, the Northampton County
League is holding a Meet ’n Greet for candidates for
Pennsylvania House of Representative seats in Lehigh
and Northampton counties at Northampton Community
College in Alumnae Hall on Wednesday, November 2nd at
7 p.m. We will need a few volunteers to help out. Look for
press releases and posters.

Candidate Information
www.Vote411.org is now available. We distributed information about this valuable resource at our voter registration events.
Incumbent Eugene DePasquale (D), is running for a
second term in office. Both DePasquale and challenger
John A. Brown (R) were unopposed in their parties’
primary elections. The other candidates are Jay
Sweeney (Green), formerly chair of the state Green
Party, and Roy Minet (Libertarian), a businessman.

LWV Northampton County and LWVPA held a forum for
the four candidates for Auditor General on Wednesday,
October 5, at Northampton Community College, College
Center Building. It was a well-attended and informative
event.

On October 27, The Morning Call will publish the Voters
Guide that will contain information about the Presidential
candidates, state-wide offices, state legislators in Lehigh
and Northampton counties, and the Pennsylvania Constitutional Amendment and referendums of certain municipalities. More detailed information from Ann Bartholomew
appears elsewhere in this newsletter .

2016 Live Hotline Hours and Dates
In September, the Pennsylvania League invited leaders to
join a conference call with the Election Protection coalition during the 2016 election season. The 866-OUR-VOTE
hotline will be answered live in real time by trained volunteers during the dates and times and times below. At all
Voter Registration Events
Now that voter registration deadline has passed, we want other times, calls will go to voicemail and be answered in
to thank members who staffed efforts that took place
one to two business days.
after the last issue. Ann Bartholomew registered voters at
Election Protection partner hotline 888-Ve-Y-Vota hosted
the Lower Macungie Public Library on September 22. Barby NALEO Educational fund is live Monday through Friday
bara Williams registered voters at the Mosser Village
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST. Voters will receive bilingual
Family Center in Allentown on October 1. Our last voter
assistance (English/Spanish).
registration table at the Allentown Art Museum was SunAsian language speaking voters can receive assistance
day, October 2.
through partner hotline 888-API-VOTE hosted by Asian
On October 8, Barbara Williams and I staffed a table at
and Pacific Islander American Vote (APIAVote) and Asian
the Kids Expo at the DaVinci Science Center. RepresentaAmericans Advancing Justice-AAJC. Voters can leave a
tive Mackenzie and Senator Browne sponsored this
message in Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean, Bengali, Urdu,
event. Our table was next to the Lehigh Valley Dietetic
Hindi and Tagalog and the call will be returned in one to
Association’s table. One of our new members, Kaitlyn
two business days.
Moyer, an undergraduate student at Cedar Crest College’s program in dietetics, worked at the LVDA’s table
(Continued on page 4)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
At this writing, I am beginning to look for a venue for two
trainings: one October 25-27 in the evening and the sec2016 Live Hotline Schedule for 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687- ond on Saturday, November 5. Please email me at
jklrd@jklrd.com if you would like to be involved.
8683)
November 1 – 3 – 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m. EDT
Real Girls: Next Generation Leaders
November 4 – 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 p.m. EDT
November 5 – 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. EDT
We are finalizing our plans for the event taking place on
November 6 – 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. EDT
October 23 at Cedar Crest College.
(Continued from page 3)

The national, nonpartisan Election Protection coalition is
made up of more than 100 local, state and national partners including the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, the NALEO Educational Fund, the Asian and
Pacific Islander American Vote (APIAVote), Asian Americans Advancing Justice-AAJC and the Women Donors Network.
Election Protection
Common Cause Pennsylvania has identified several polling places in Pennsylvania, including some in Lehigh,
Berks and Bucks counties, where voters will experience
undue influence concerning their vote. Who will witness
this influence on November 8?

Suzanne Almeida, Executive Director, confirmed with
Common Cause that the Pennsylvania League would receive grant money to help recruit volunteers and plan logistics for election protection in the three counties. Good
news! Since these three Leagues will carry out so much
of the work, each will be entitled to a sub-grant from
LWVPA for up to $1,000.
Here’s what we’ve been asked to do:
1. Use League membership lists to recruit volunteers
through email and phone calls. Please consider
volunteering or suggesting likely candidates.
2. Connect with organizations where we already have
relationships (think AAUW, chambers of commerce,
local civic organizations, universities, etc) to help
recruit volunteers.
3. Coordinate logistics including finding staging locations for Election Day operations centers, organizing volunteer training by Common Cause, and community forums to talk about the Election Protection
program and recruit volunteers.
4. Work with Common Cause to coordinate Election
Day operations, including potentially acting as team
leaders, staffing the staging locations, etc.
Because the grant is to LWVPA, Suzanne will be spearheading and coordinating the work from all the local
Leagues. However, we are the ones with deep connections to your communities who can help make the introductions and do the logistical planning that is necessary.

The day before, I will be speaking to about 25 girl scouts
aged 10-14 from four troops at the Emmaus Public Library. My presentation will be about the importance of
registering to vote, voting, and other relevant topics.
Senior Expos
Congressman Dent stopped in at Representative Gary
Day’s Senior Expo in Kutztown on October 6. He also visited Representative Ryan
Mackenzie’s Senior Expo at
the Lower Macungie Community Center later in October to
speak with constituents.

Gerrymandering – Who draws the voting districts’ lines?
The event that took place at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of the Lehigh Valley on August 26 was successful.
Recently, I have been speaking with an attendee who told
me that he would like to set up a similar forum in Lehigh
County. He is interested in holding an event at The First
Presbyterian Church in Allentown. We are still discussing
this possibility. It may take place after the election.
Janet K. Little
President-LWVLC
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THE VOTERS GUIDE
The Voter’s Guide for the General Election on November 8 is on our website. If you have friends or family who will be voting by absentee ballot,
please tell them about this.
The guide will be published in The Morning Call on Thursday, October
27. On the same day we will be bundling and will start delivering the extra copies the newspaper gives us. For those who have not done this
before, the newspaper is very generous about giving us extra copies of
the guide to distribute to libraries, community centers, senior centers,
and a number of other places. We always need help with this so no one
has to do too much. Please mark your calendar and set aside some time
for bundling and delivering, or both.
We will meet at Pat and Burke Swan's house, 3946 Ravenswood Road,
at 10:30 on Thursday morning, October 27. There is plenty of parking in
the cul de sac and in their driveway. We will have a list of places where
we traditionally take copies, and you may choose one or more in your
own community.
You have received an email with directions to the Swans’ house.
Bundling and preparing to mail copies of the
Voters Guide in the fall of 2015. Left to right,
Mary Anne Rood, Ann Bartholomew, host Pat
Swan, Doris Glaessmann.

Ann Bartholomew
610-967-3653

annbart@rcn.com

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY (LWV-LC)
HOT TOPICS EVENTS 2016-2017
Date

Topic

Speaker

November 14th

Election Results

Bill White, The Morning Call

December 12th

Circuit riders

Tom Seidenberger, Campaign for Fair Funding (public schools)

2016 – Confirmed

2017 – Confirmed so far
January 9th

Traffic Impact/Warehouse Development

Becky Bradley, Lehigh Valley Planning
Commission

February 13th

Immunization

Erica Dwinell, Walgreens

2017 – Speakers Outstanding
March 13th

PA League’s Criminal Justice Position

April 10th

Endangered Bees

MAY – Annual Meeting – TBA, May 13, 2017?
Additional Notes
 The public and our members meet for lunch (11:30 a.m.) or dinner (6:00 p.m.) on the second Monday of almost
every month at the Superior Restaurant, 102 Main Street, Emmaus, PA 18049, Phone: (610) 965-5750


You do not have to order lunch to listen to the speaker.



The cost of the meal is $11. Please contact Sue Phillips at suemph@verizon.net by Thursday of the previous
week to make a luncheon reservation.
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We’re on the Web!
www.lwvlv.org
L e a g u e o f Wo m e n V o t e r s
o f L e h i g h C ou n t y
P. O. Box 3275
Allentown, PA 18106
610-432-1456
LWVPA Hotline: 1-800-692-7281
President: Janet Little,
610-398-7228
610-442-1733 (cell)
Membership: Margie Dunn,
610-298-8946

Caryn Shoenthal, Editor
Email: CarynMC1030@gmail.com
Phone: 610-261-0596

BECOMING AN AMERICAN CITIZEN THROUGH
NATURALIZATION
I have been attending naturalization ceremonies on behalf of our League at the
Lehigh County Courthouse for a number of years and am very familiar with the ceremony. However, I’ve been asked about the process for becoming a citizen. I know
very little about what the process is and how a person gets through the process. So
as there is space in the Voter I will publish information about the citizenship process, starting with this issue. The information in this article is taken from the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services website. In future articles I will expand on
each step.
Here are six steps for becoming a naturalized American.
1. Obtain a green card. This is the first step, and a person must maintain residence in the country for five years.
2. Maintain a physical presence. Immigrants must be physically present in the
country for 30 months of the five years needed to apply for citizenship, and live
within the state or place of residence for at least three months before applying.
3. Complete the USCIS form N-400. Petitioners fill out their background information which also enables them to have a legal name change. Completing the
form costs $595 and an additional $85 biometrics fee.
4. Be fingerprinted. Once the application is accepted, a date will be set for fingerprinting and biometrics at a local office. These will be used to perform a background check done by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
5. Pass the interview and naturalization test. An appointment will be made with a
USCIC officer for an interview to review the N-400 form and answer questions
the petitioner may have. The examination requires those who wish to become
citizens to have an understanding of English as well as civics, including U.S.
history and government. There are some exemptions and waivers. Participants
are given two chances to pass the test.
6. Attend the oath ceremony. The petitioner may be approved for citizenship at
their interview or shortly afterward. A public ceremony will eventually follow
where those who are becoming naturalized will swear an oath of loyalty to the
United States. Individuals will be granted a certificate of naturalization as proof
of citizenship.
Stay tuned for obtaining a green card.
Caryn Shoenthal

IMPORTANT ELECTION DATES IN PENNSYLVANIA, 2016
October 11
November 1
November 4
November 8
November 9

Last day to register to vote before the General Election
Last day to apply for an absentee ballot
5 p.m. deadline for county election board to receive absentee ballots
GENERAL ELECTION. Polls open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
First day to register to vote after November election

Note: Dates in this calendar are subject to change without notice.

