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Hello League members, 
 
We are now are looking ahead past the Presidential election while continuing our 
ongoing initiatives. But first we had to process the results of Election 2016. It was 
my pleasure to introduce Bill White, columnist for the Morning Call, who spoke about 
Election Results at our Hot Topics Luncheon held on Monday, November 14. Thirty-
seven people listened to Bill White discuss how the race for U.S. President turned 
out so differently than polls indicated, especially in Pennsylvania. Since Bill White 
covered a lot of the material in his recent editorials, he left a lot of time for ques-
tions from the audience. Quite a few of the attendees were new. Sam Bennett’s 
guest was past Allentown School Superintendent Diane Scott. My husband, Trevor 
Little, also attended. 
 
Read on for information about what we have been doing, and our plans for the com-
ing months. 
 
Jan Little 
President-LWVLC 
 
Upcoming Hot Topics Luncheons 
Tom Seidenberger, Circuit Riders, will return on December 12 to update us on the 
Campaign for Fair Funding for public schools. A companion piece to Commissioner 
Dougherty’s presentation in October will be the Hot Topics Luncheon on January 9. 
Becky Bradley, Executive Director, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, will discuss 
the Impact on Traffic of Warehouse Development. After that, topics include Immuni-
zation, by Erica Dwinell, a representative from Walgreen’s, on February 13; Gordon 
Roberts, Special Courts Administrator at County of Lehigh, who will speak about the 
Pennsylvania League’s Criminal Justice Position on March 13; and Endangered 
Bees on April 10. 
 
Candidate Forums 
Barbara Williams worked with Beverly Hernandez, President of the Northampton 
County League, to set up a forum between Republican Zachary Mako and Democrat 
Phillips Armstrong for House District #183 on November 1. The forum was canceled 
when Mako made plans to fundraise. Bill White wrote a piece about this in The 
Morning Call, “Mako debate flip-flop is revealing.” Nevertheless, Mako defeated 
Armstrong on November 8. 
 
The Northampton County League set up a Meet ’n Greet with the Lehigh and North-
ampton County Representatives, and some Pennsylvania Senate candidates at 
Northampton Community College’s Alumnae Hall on Thursday, November 3rd. Bar-
bara helped out and reported that at least fifty people attended the event. 
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BOARD NOTES – NOVEMBER 
 
The Board of the Lehigh County League of Women Voters met Thursday November 10, 2016 at the Woodlands Per-
sonal Care Home. Here are highlights of the meeting. 
 
 Ann Bartholomew reported that League stationery has been ordered and will be ready for pick-up soon. Our 

League has run out of stationery and more is needed for correspondence and for our membership drive. The 
board approved a run of 1500 letterhead and 500 envelopes. 

 Janet Little, President, said that fifty people attended the “meet and greet” held at Northampton Community Col-
lege on November 2. It was sponsored by both Leagues. 

 Janet Little said that she and Kathy Stagl participated in the training for Election Protection. 
 Janet Little announced the Hot Topics luncheon speakers for the remainder of 2016. They are Bill White on No-

vember14 and Tom Seidenberger on December 12. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Molly Faust 
Secretary 

WOMEN’S MARCH ON WASHINGTON  

 
The LWVUS Board of Directors met in mid-November and 
discussed whether the League should participate officially 
in the planned Women’s March on Washington, January 
21, 2017. The board considered feedback from the State 
Presidents’ call, the State Presidents/ED listserv, and the 
State Executive Director calls to inform its decision. We 
also considered information about the March being avail-
able online. After a thoughtful discussion weighing the 
pros and cons, the board decided that LWVUS is not plan-
ning to officially participate in the Women’s March. We 
believe in the freedom of assembly as a cornerstone of 
our open democracy. We support political activism and 

encourage people across the United States to let their 
voices be heard. If League members wish to attend this 
event, we do not discourage it. We kindly request that 
League members do not wear League buttons or carry 
League signs in this march. We will monitor the organiza-
tion of this event and if additional information emerges 
before January 21 that indicates it will be a non-partisan 
diverse, and inclusive event, the LWVUS may reconsider 
its decision. 
 
Best wishes for a happy, peaceful and fun Thanksgiving 
holiday! 
 
Susan Carty  
Suzanne Almeida 

 
!HOT TOPICS! LUNCH 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 11:30 A.M. 
SUPERIOR RESTAURANT, EMMAUS 
SPEAKER:  TOM SEIDENBERGER 
 
Tom Seidenberger is one of several retired superintendents who are working through the Pennsylvania Association of 
School Administrators which is one of the fifty state-wide non-partisan educational organizations sponsoring the Campaign 
for Fair Education Funding. He leads the Lehigh, Northampton, Carbon, Berks, and Montgomery County organization. They 
are called circuit riders because of the old time judges and preachers who went from town to town. He meets with School 
Boards, Superintendent Advisory Councils and community groups like the League. 
 
Their mission is to ensure that Pennsylvania adopts and maintains an adequate and equitable system of funding public 
education. The cost of the meal is $11; however, you do not have to order lunch to listen to the speaker. Please contact 
Sue Phillips at suemph@verizon.net by Thursday, December 8 to make a luncheon reservation. 
 
Cecelia Birdsell 



 

 

The last Voter included information about this grant to 
help our fellow Americans navigate the voting process 
and cast their votes without obstruction, confusion, or 
intimidation at designated polling places on the day of the 
election. Common Cause PA had identified several polling 
places in Pennsylvania, including some in Lehigh, Berks 
and Bucks counties where voters may experience undue 
influence concerning their vote. 

Suzanne Almeida, Executive Director of the Pennsylvania 
League, confirmed with Common Cause that the Pennsyl-
vania League would receive grant money to finance local 
Leagues’ efforts to recruit volunteers and plan logistics 
for election protection in the three counties. 

Two training sessions for volunteers in Lehigh County 
were held at Cedar Crest College. Volunteers received 
training about the logistics for election protection on No-
vember 8. At the end of the training each volunteer will be 
assigned to a team and a polling place. The “staging 
area” was a room at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church at 8th and 
Walnut Streets in Allentown. After picking up their materi-
als, each team was to observe what took place outside 
the polling place for at least four hours, and record and 
report to the appropriate authority. 

One of the volunteers was League member Kathy Stagl 
who reported that it was relatively quiet and the woman 
with whom she was to partner didn’t show up at the Union 
headquarters on Liberty and 12th. There were three 
people from the Hillary campaign for voter protection, 
though they were there as non-partisans. One family 
came from New York City and one woman was from 
Washington, DC, and they had been there in the morning 
helping voters find their polling places and assisting some 
whom the poll workers didn’t find in their lists. Evidently 
there were supplemental lists by street name and the 
workers weren’t using them, so some people were being 
told they weren’t registered at that polling location, 
although they actually were. Once they dealt with that, the 
poll workers were more aware. There were a few people 
who hadn’t registered and some who hadn’t changed 
their addresses in a timely fashion. There were several 
new voters who were carrying their voter registration 
cards with the mailing still attached to the mailers. A 
couple of people were helped/instructed to file 
provisional ballots and a few asked if they could vote at 
the location even if registered elsewhere. It appears that 
the public needs lots of education about the election 
process, and it needs to start much earlier in life. 

Kathy stated that “Most voters were enthusiastic about 
voting and several brought children and grandchildren 
with them. Voters appeared to be predominantly Latino 
with several accompanied by family members who trans-
lated for them. There was a translator inside and a handi-
cap ramp for access. Only one woman was slightly con-

frontational, demanding what we were doing there and 
who we were working for. But other than that we had no 
issues while I was there. 

“Overall it seemed productive to have us there though it 
wasn’t an especially busy spot. Poll workers, however, 
said they had never had such a high turnout.” 

Real Girls: Next Generation Leaders 

On October 22, Jan Little spoke to about 25 Girl Scouts 
aged 10-14 from four troops at the Emmaus Public Li- 
brary (below) about the importance of registering to vote, 
voting, and other relevant topics.  

Some of the scouts and their moms attended the “Real 
Girls: Next Generation Leaders” program the following day 
at Cedar Crest College. At the end of the session, the Girl 
Scouts will receive the patch developed just for this ses-
sion. Several League members gave sessions or opening 
and closing remarks at the morning and afternoon ses-
sions: Beverly Hernandez, Kate Wolchko (standing, be-
low), Joshua Siegel and Sam Bennett. Kaitlyn Moyer and 
Erin Ondush volunteered to accompany one group of 
scouts from session to session. Beverly, Erin and Kaitlyn 
share their reports below. 

Beverly Hernandez (President, LWV Northampton County) 

The struggle to keep our democracy available to every 
citizen is an ongoing one. The League is always looking to 
foster political responsibility along with other groups who 

Election Protection Grant 

(Continued on page 4) 
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also are interested in growing the power of the citizenry 
throughout all of Pennsylvania. 

Some of the ways we are able to address this purpose is 
by speaking to other groups, such as the Girl Scouts. I 
was able to do this recently with the LWV of Lehigh 
County in cooperation with the Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Pennsylvania (GSEP) by serving as a workshop presenter 
at the conference “Real Girls: Next Generation Leaders.” 
I worked with two groups of Girl Scouts in the presenta-
tion and role-playing of a Candidates’ Forum. I believe it 
was an interesting and enjoyable experience for all of us. 
What energy to harness is there! 

The League of Women Voters and GSEP share the belief 
that we need to empower our youth to function as in-
formed, responsible citizens in their community and the 
success of the movement of the vote for women has 
proven that big things can be accomplished when people 
work together for a common cause, no matter what their 
age! 

Erin Ondush and Kaitlyn Moyer (LWV Lehigh members) 

While volunteering at the afternoon session of “Real 
Girls: Next Generation Leaders” we were able to attend 
two of the sessions offered to the Girl Scouts. We sat in 
on a session about the importance of debating and also 
a session about voting and where it could be headed in 
the future. The presentation was interactive and the girls 
discussed the pros and cons of voting today and online 
voting. The group of Girl Scouts we traveled with to the 
different sessions were around high school age and 
seemed to really enjoy the activities that were offered. 
We assisted with set up for the debate room sessions 
and traveled to the different sessions with our group of 
Girl Scouts. 
 
Gerrymandering: Who draws the voting districts’ lines?   

The panel discussion that took place at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of the Lehigh Valley on August 26  

was successful. We are arranging a similar event at the 

First Presbyterian Church in Allentown in January. Please 
email Jan Little at jklrd@jklrd.com if you would like to be 
involved. 

Be sure to check your email for an update, and we will 
put the information on our website and our Facebook 
page. 
 
Election Laws Review and Update 

If you have never participated in any League study/
consensus process, here is your chance to participate in 
one of the most interesting things the League does. 

LWVPA adopted a study of the state’s election laws at 
the last convention, and the board of LWV Lehigh County 
voted to participate at the last board meeting. We need 
to reach consensus in time for adoption (or not) of a new 
position at the 2017 LWVPA convention. 

For those who have never been involved in a study lead-
ing to consensus, you should know that the sponsoring 
League (LWVPA) provides a lot of well-researched back-
ground information for us to read and discuss. We all 
have access to this at: http://www.palwv.org/election-
laws-review-and-update/. 

We need a small committee of at least four members to 
delve into the material thoroughly and decide on a time-
table for concluding the project. If everyone on the com-
mittee is well prepared and most of us have read much 
of the material provided, the entire discussion and con-
sensus can be done at a single meeting. 

Please consider volunteering to serve on the local com-
mittee, and let us know ASAP if this interests you. Con-
tact Chris Herbener at crizzy49@yahoo.com if you are 
interested in serving on the committee.  

Note: among the materials provided by LWVPA is a 
PowerPoint slide show. A lot of us don’t have the Power-
Point program. If you don’t, you can view the slide show 
by downloading the viewer at https://
www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=13 

Real Girls  (Continued from page 3) 
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!HOT TOPICS! LUNCH MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 11:30 A.M. 
SUPERIOR RESTAURANT, EMMAUS 
“THE IMPACT OF WAREHOUSE DEVELOPMENT ON THE LEHIGH VALLEY” 
 
Many municipalities in the Lehigh Valley are trying to deal with the impact of recent warehouse development and the 
associated burden of heavy freight traffic on local roads. Becky Bradley, the executive director of the Lehigh Valley 
Planning Commission, will address the issues involved at our January !Hot Topics! meeting. Her background is in city 
and regional planning and zoning. She was appointed to head the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission in 2013, after 
having served the City of Easton for eight years.  

The cost of the meal is $11; however, you do not have to order lunch to listen to the speaker. Please contact Sue 
Phillips at suemph@verizon.net by Thursday, January 5 to make a luncheon reservation. 
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BECOMING A CITIZEN THROUGH NATURALIZATION 
 
This is the second of a series of a series about the process for becoming a citizen. This information is from the U. S. 
Customs and Immigration website. If you have questions about anything in this series, you can go to that website 
for additional information. 
 

GREEN CARD ELIGIBILITY 

An individual may be eligible to apply for a green card (permanent residence) through family, a job offer or employ-
ment, refugee or asylum status, or a number of other special provisions. In some cases, a person may even be able 
to self petition or have a record created for permanent residence on his/her behalf. In general, to meet the require-
ments for permanent residence in the United States, you must: 
 
 Be eligible for one of the immigrant categories established in the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) 
 Have a qualifying immigrant petition filed and approved for you (with a few exceptions) 
 Have an immigrant visa immediately available 
 Be admissible to the United States 
 
Each requirement is detailed below. 
 
Eligibility for an Immigrant Category 
Individuals who want to become immigrants (permanent residents) through their qualified family member, a job 
offer or employment, or a special category will generally be classified in categories based on a preference system. 
Except for immediate relatives of a U.S. citizen who are given the highest immigration priority and a few other ex-
ceptions, Congress has set a finite number of visas that can be used each year for each category of immigrants. 
The general categories are listed below. 
 
Family Based 
Some relatives of U.S. citizens, known as immediate relatives, do not have to wait for a visa to become available. 
There is no limit to the number of visas that can be utilized in this category in a particular year. Immediate relatives 
include: 
 Parents of a U.S. citizen 
 Spouses of a U.S. citizen 
 Unmarried children under the age of 21 of a U.S. citizen 
 Note: U.S. citizens must be at least 21 years old to apply for their parents. 
 The qualified relatives of a U.S. citizen or permanent resident in the remaining family-based categories may 

have to wait for a visa to become available before they can apply for permanent residency. These categories 
include: 
a. First Preference: Unmarried, adult (21 years of age or older) sons and daughters of U.S. citizens 
b. Second Preference A: Spouses of permanent residents and the unmarried children (under the age of 21)) 

of permanent residents 
c. Second Preference B: Unmarried sons and daughters (21 years or age or older) of permanent residents 
d. Third Preference: Married sons and daughters of U.S. citizens, their spouses and their minor children 
e. Fourth Preference: Brothers and sisters of adult U.S. citizens, their spouses and their minor children 

 
Job or Employment Based 
People who want to become immigrants based on employment or a job offer may apply for permanent residence or 
an immigrant visa abroad, when an immigrant visa number becomes available according to the following employ-
ment based preferences: 
 First Preference: Priority Workers, including aliens with extraordinary abilities, outstanding professors and re-

searchers, and certain multinational executives and managers 
 Second Preference: Members of professions holding an advanced degree or persons of exceptional ability 

(including individuals seeking a National Interest Waiver) 
 Third Preference: Skilled Workers, professionals and other qualified workers 
 Fourth Preference: Certain special immigrants including those in religious vocations 
 Fifth Preference: Employment creation immigrants (investors or entrepreneurs) 
 
(Continued on page 6) 



 

 

Based on Refugee or Asylum Status 
If you were admitted to the United States as a refugee or the qualifying spouse or child of a refugee, you are required 
to apply for permanent residence (a green card) one year after your entry into the United States in this status. If you 
were granted asylum in the United States or are a qualifying spouse or child of an asylee, you may apply for perma-
nent residence one year after the grant of your asylum status. 
 
If you are a refugee, you are required by law to apply for a green card one year after being admitted to the United 
States in refugee status. 
 
If you are an asylee or asylee derivative spouse or child, you are not required to apply for a green card one year after 
being granted asylum or 1 year after being admitted to the United States in asylum status, although it may be in your 
best interest to do so. 
 
Other Ways 
Although most immigrants come to live permanently in the United States through a family member’s sponsorship, 
employment, or a job offer, there are many other ways to get a green card. 
 
A number of special immigrant programs are limited to individuals meeting particular qualifications and/or applying 
during certain time frames. To learn if you may be eligible for one of these special categories, see our Other Ways to 
Get a Green Card page. 
 
Immigrant Petition 
Immigrants in most categories will need an immigrant petition (Form I-130, Petition for Alien Relative, Form I-140, 
Immigrant Petition for Alien Worker, Form I-360, Petition for Amerasian, Widow(er), or Special Immigrant, or another 
petition) filed on their behalf. 
 
A petition establishes the underlying basis for your ability to immigrate and determines your immigrant classification 
or category. Some categories of immigrants may be able to self-petition. Most people immigrating based on humani-
tarian programs are exempt from the petition requirement. 
 
Some immigrant petitions can be filed at the same time as the adjustment application (Form I-485, Application to 
Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status), known as “concurrent filing” while other categories of immigrants 
will be required to wait until they have an approved petition before being allowed to apply for adjustment of status or 
an immigrant visa. For more information about concurrent filing, see our Concurrent Filing page. 
 
Visa Availability 
A visa is always available for immediate relatives of U.S. citizens. If you are in a family or employment based prefer-
ence category, visa availability is determined by: 
 
 Your priority date 
 The preference category you are immigrating under 
 The country the visa will be charged to (usually your country of citizenship) 
 
The Department of State is the government agency that controls visa numbers. The annual limits for visa numbers 
are established by Congress and can be referenced in the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). 
 
First, a priority date will be assigned to you based on your immigrant petition filing date (the date that the petition is 
properly filed with USCIS) or, in certain employment-based cases, the date the application for a labor certification was 
accepted by the Department of Labor. Your priority date holds your place in line for an immigrant visa. 
 
This date, along with your country of nationality and preference category, determines if or how long a person will have 
to wait for a visa to be immediately available. When USCIS officials are ready to approve an applicant for permanent 
residency in a visa category that has limited numbers, we must first request a visa number from the Department of 
State. 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
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When a visa is available, you may file Form I-485, Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status (if 
you are in the United States) or apply for an immigrant visa abroad (consular processing). If you are consular process-
ing, USCIS will forward your approved petition to the Department of State’s National Visa Center who will contact you 
when your priority date is about to become current as to what your next steps are and when you may apply for an im-
migrant visa abroad. 
 
For more information on determining visa availability or filing abroad, see our Visa Availability & Priority Dates and 
Consular Processing pages. 
 
Admissibility to the United States 
All persons applying for an immigrant visa or adjustment of status must prove to the satisfaction of immigration or 
consular officials that they are admissible (eligible for admission) to the United States. 
 
There are many grounds of inadmissibility that could potentially cause someone to be ineligible to become a perma-
nent resident. For instance, there are health-related, criminal, security-related, and other grounds USCIS must con-
sider. 
 
In some cases and in certain situations, if you are found inadmissible to the United States you may be eligible to file a 
waiver on Form I-601, Application for Waiver of Ground of Inadmissibility, (the form required for most immigrants) or I-
602, Application By Refugee For Waiver of Grounds of Excludability (the form required for refugees and asylees) to 
excuse your inadmissibility. 
 
The grounds of inadmissibility are determined by the particular category under which you are immigrating. If you are 
ultimately found inadmissible to the United States, your adjustment of status application (Form I-485) or immigrant 
visa application will be denied. Congress has set the grounds of inadmissibility and they may be referenced in Section 
212 of the Immigration and Nationality Act. 
 
After all paperwork has been received, interviews conducted (if necessary), security checks completed, and other eli-
gibility requirements reviewed, your case will be ready for a decision by USCIS. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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BECOMING A CITIZEN THROUGH NATURALIZATION 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY (LWV-LC) 
HOT TOPICS EVENTS 2016-2017 

 
Date                          Topic                               Speaker           
December 12th   Circuit riders  Tom Seidenberger, Campaign for Fair Funding (public schools) 
 
2017  
January 9th     Traffic Impact/Warehouse Development Becky Bradley, Lehigh Valley Planning  

 Commission   
February 13th   Immunization                Erica Dwinell, Walgreen’s   
March 13th      PA League’s Criminal Justice Position Gordon Roberts, Special Courts Administrator 

at County of Lehigh          
April 10th      Endangered Bees Speaker to be announced    
MAY – Annual Meeting – TBA, May 13, 2017?      
 
Additional Notes 
 The public and our members meet for lunch (11:30 a.m.) or dinner (6:00 p.m.) on the second Monday of almost 

every month at the Superior Restaurant, 102 Main Street, Emmaus, PA 18049, Phone: (610) 965-5750 
 You do not have to order lunch to listen to the speaker. 
 The cost of the meal is $11. Please contact Sue Phillips at suemph@verizon.net by Thursday of the previous 

week to make a luncheon reservation. 



 

 

League of  Women Voters 
of  Lehigh County  

P. O. Box 3275 
Allentown, PA  18106  
e-mail: lwvlehigh@yahoo.com  
610-432-1456 
LWVPA Hotline:  1-800-692-7281 
 
President:  Janet Little 
610-442-1733 
 
Membership:  Margie Dunn 
610-298-8946 

 
Caryn Shoenthal, Editor 
Email:  CarynMC1030@gmail.com 
Phone:  610-261-0596 

We’re on the Web!  
www.lwvlv.org 
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SEWAGE “BLENDING” 
 
According to authorities, sewage blending is the rerouting of some sewage around 
biological treatment and combining it with sewage that has been biologically 
treated when the capacity of the system to treat the sewage properly has been 
exceeded. Diverted “blended” sewage would undergo primary treatment and disin-
fection before discharge into the confluence of the Little Lehigh and Lehigh Rivers. 
 
Pennsylvania’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued an administrative 
order which directs the Lehigh County Authority and the City of Allentown to elimi-
nate the sewer overflows into the Little Lehigh and Lehigh Rivers. An approved 
compliance plan must be in place by December 31, 2017. A public hearing on a 
proposed compliance plan was held on November 13, 2014. At that time, 
“blending” was not a proposed solution alternative. 
 
Without public oversight or input, the Lehigh County Authority and the City of Allen-
town met with EPA and DEP officials to amend the proposed compliance plan to 
permit blending. 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency responded in a letter dated September 30, 
2016: “Regarding blending, Pennsylvania Department Environmental Protection 
explained that according to state regulation, all flows from a sanitary system need 
to receive biological treatment, and, therefore, blending would be inappropriate.” 
 
Without knowledge of city council, officials of the City of Allentown filed an appeal 
with EPA in late October to permit blending. Upon learning of the appeal, a public 
hearing on the matter was held at city hall on November 9. 
 
Transparency ? 
 
Note: If blending is approved as an option to deal with sewer overflows in Lehigh 
County, it would set a precedent for dealing with the problem of sewage overflows 
in all Pennsylvania streams! 
 
For more information, read Andy Wagaman's excellent article on the public hear-
ing in the November 14th issue of The Morning Call. 
 
Remember!! Dilution is not the solution to pollution!! 
 
Jan Keim 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 
Membership renewal forms have been sent out. Please try to respond soon. If 
you have a friend who may be interested, send the contact information to 
Margie Dunn at mdunn75@hotmail.com. 

You will receive a new membership booklet early next year, after renewals are 
complete. So far we have these changes/additions: 

Chris Herbener – new phone number, 610 928-7139. 
Jan Little – add Trevor (household membership). Remove home phone number. 
Linda Ranski – new email, laranski@gmail.com. 
Kathy Stagl – new address, 844 Williams Street, Emmaus. 

 


