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On May 12, sixteen board members
and members of our League participated in its 62nd annual meeting. If
you did not attend the meeting on May
12, 2018, you can still receive the
packet that we distributed. You may
download the Agenda and Annual
Meeting Booklet and our Positions on
Local Issues and the extra Website
Report on the Membership page of
www.lehighcountylwv.org.
Please contact me if you cannot access the document. Financial information is not included; members may
contact me if they would like to receive
that portion.
Planning for the 2018-2019 term got
off to a great start at the Annual Meeting where attendees listed topics that
may interest the public attending the
Hot Topics Luncheons. The board continue planning the program at the
board meeting in June. Read the results in the article inside titled “Hot
Topics Luncheons 2018-2019.”
At the Annual Meeting, Chris Herbener
and Pat and Burke Swan agreed to
continue their roles at the Hot Topics
Luncheons. Chris sends the e-RSVPs
to members and takes payment for the
buffet luncheon at the door. Pat and
Burke set up information table and
greet attendees, particularly guests
and non-members. Last term was the

first time we publicized the Luncheons
to the public through the local media.
During the board meeting, new board
members Erin Ondush and Kaitlyn
Moyer agreed to assume many of
those duties by the end of the summer. They are also co-chairing the
“$90 in 90 Days” fundraiser. The third
new board member, Audrey Danek,
agreed to assist Barbara Williams and
Mary Bongiorno with their fiscal duties.
The bios of these new board members
are inside this issue.
At the Annual Meeting, we described
our appreciation to two long time
board members who were not renewing their positions. We thanked Ann
Bartholomew in person for her many
years of service to our local league. We
had already thanked Caryn Shoenthal
for the many years as Newsletter Editor. Caryn is still representing the
League at the Naturalization Ceremonies and will oversee the Naturalization webpage on the new website. After the Annual Meeting, Ron Clever
resigned from the board. We appreciated that Ron shared his knowledge
and skills about political issues with
us.
Ron assured us that he will attend the
board meetings whenever possible.
And, we welcome every member to do
the same.
Janet K. Little, President

A NEW WEBSITE !
Thanks to efforts by Brigid Deegan last summer, then, Trevor and Jan Little in March and April, we now have a new website. It uses a program, You will receive an email when lwvlehighcounty.org is available for your use. We will share how
we will publicize www.lwvlehighcounty.org to the public in the next issue of The Voter. We will also be looking for a website coordinator.
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JUNE BOARD NOTES
The Board of the Lehigh County League of Women Voters met Thursday, June 14, 2018 at the Woodlands Personal Care Home (renamed the Rittenhouse Village of
the Lehigh Valley). Here are highlights of the meeting.


Barbara Williams, Treasurer, reported that the Treasury balance for the month ending April 30 2018 was
$18,204.05. She also presented the Treasury balance for the month ending May 31, 2018 as
$16,830.24. Reasons for the drop in funds are as
follows: the quarterly per member payments made
to the state and national leagues and the payment
of bills associated with production of the Govern-

MEMBERSHIP
As of June, we have 74 members in our League. We
had 16 new members join our League this year! We
have a very active League.
The Hot Topic Luncheon has been our biggest draw
for new members. Check out the topic for the
month’s luncheon and if you know anyone who
might be interested, please invite them. They will
meet the other members and enjoy the speaker.
We need members to ask friend, family and colleges so we can grow even more than last year.
Margie Dunn, Membership

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
My name is Kaitlyn Moyer, and I just joined the board for
the LWV of Lehigh County. I’m currently doing public
relations work for the League. I assist in running the
League’s Facebook page. As well as, I am also the chair
of fundraising and currently working on the “$90 in 90
days Fundraiser”. In addition to volunteering for the
League, in 2017, I graduated from Cedar Crest College
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition. After
graduation I embarked on a 9-month internship journey
to explore different areas of the dietetics field. This led
me to recently pass my RD exam to become a Registered
Dietitian.
Hi my name is Erin Ondush and I am a new board member with a role in public relations. I graduated from Cedar Crest College with my bachelors degree and then
completed a dietetic internship program through Cedar
Crest. I am a newly credentialed Registered Dietitian. I
look forward to learning more about public policy and
serving as a board member for the LWV.





ment Directory.
Three newly elected Board members were welcomed
to the board meeting by Jan Little, Board President.
They are Audrey Danek, Kaitlyn Moyer and Erin Ondush.
The majority of the meeting dealt with organizational
matters to include reviewing the calendar of upcoming events and projects for the 2018-2019 year.
Molly Faust
Secretary

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Attendees at the May annual meeting elected three members to serve on the 2018-2019 nominating committee.
Our bylaws require that one of those positions must be a
current board member – a proviso which was met with this
slate. The members elected are Molly Faust, Chris Herbener and Pat Swan. Margie Dunn will serve as chair.
We currently have 8 members serving on our board. Five
are returning: Margie Dunn, Mary Erdman, Molly Faust,
Janet Little and Barbara Williams. Three are new to the
board: Audrey Danek, Erin Ondush and Kaitlyn Moyer.
The nominating committee will be looking to fill the following positions: Vice President- Program; Director – Publications; Director – Newsletter Editor, and Director – Public
Relations. If you have an interest in any of these positions,
please contact a member of the nominating committee.
Lack of experience is not a problem; you will be trained for
the position.
Margie Dunn, Nominating Chair

Erin Ondush

Kaitlyn Moyer
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UPCOMING HOT TOPICS LUNCHEONS
We have reserved the Banquet Room downstairs in the Superior Restaurant, Emmaus, for 11:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. on these dates of the Hot Topics Luncheons: 2018: September 10, October 8, November 12, December 10;
and 2019: January 14, February 11, March 11, April 8.
Planning got off to a great start at the Annual Meeting where attendees started listing topics that may interest
the public. The board planned further at the board meeting in June. We have already received commitments for
the topics of the first three luncheons, listed below. We should have all three speakers listed in the next issue of
The Voter.


Sept. 10 - “Plastics & the Shale Gas Industry” Outstanding: speaker provided by the PA League Education
Fund’s Straight Scoop on Shale grant



Oct. 8 - “Fix It: Healthcare At The Tipping Point” a film directed by Vince Mondillo, provided by Lehigh Valley
Medicare for All



Nov. 12 - “Election Results” Bill White, Columnist, The Morning Call.

Our goal is to list the final program in the next issue of The Voter. In the meantime, you can follow the progress
of scheduling the topics and speakers on Upcoming Events on the new website and also in the Events section of
our Facebook page. Did you know? After the luncheon is over, Facebook places that listing under “Past
Events.” On those listings, we often replace the event description with an article about the presentation.

LWVLV POSITIONS ON LOCAL ISSUES
At the annual meeting every year, members vote on adopting our positions on local issues. This year, no changes
were recommended in any positions. Due to space limitations, our local positions will not be printed in full. You can
access the full position by going to our website as stated in the President message on page one of this newsletter
Go to the Membership page of www.lehighcountylwv.org and click on Positions on Local Issues
1. SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT CONSENSUS (adopted December 1972; amended 1982, 1992)
Support source reduction, re-use and recycling of scrap and waste materials. (Full position on website).
2. LOCAL WATER CONSENSUS (adopted May 1973; amended 1982, 1986, 1991, 1992, 1993, 2002, 1996, 2006,
2009)
The 1973 study indicated the ready availability of water makes the area vulnerable to uncontrolled growth, endangering our natural resources and quality of life. All decisions regarding water use should take into account both
immediate and long-range environmental effects. The quantity and quality of groundwater should be protected (Full
position on website).
3. TRANSPORTATION NEEDS IN THE LEHIGH VALLEY CONSENSUS (adopted July 1982; amended 1986, 1988,
1993, 1996, 2006)
We support a commitment to safety and convenience in transportation at the local, state, and regional levels.
We recommend that transportation services and systems be integrated. Impacts on energy and resources conservation, land use, health, and social and economic well-being should be considered in transportation decisions. We
support a viable urban and inter-urban mass transit system. We recommend that public transportation services be
integrated. Regional planning is required, including tax incentives and disincentives. (Full position on website).
4. TAX BASE SHARING CONSENSUS (adopted April 1986)
The League of Women Voters of Lehigh County believes it is desirable to preserve traditional historic and cultural values in the Lehigh Valley, while accommodating economic growth.
In the absence of regional government, we favor tax base sharing as a means of sharing the economic benefits of
metropolitan area growth among many municipalities so their fiscal disparities can be reduced. (Full position on
website).
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THE SUCCESS OF FAIR DISTRICTS PA - A TRUE TEAM EFFORT
This past year a very dedicated group of people have been working extremely hard with Sen. Mike Folmer (R) and his
staff to create a bill in the Senate that is a practical compromise on the redistricting issue. SB 22 and hopefully HB
2402 (old HB 722), will combine to create fair districts for all citizens of Pennsylvania. But this needs to happen no
later than July 6, 2018, and again during the following legislative session. Although this bill was originally cosponsored by Lisa Boscola (D) and Mario Scavello (R); SB 22 was assigned to the Senate State Government Committee
headed by Sen. Folmer, who is responsible for bringing it to the floor of the Senate for a vote. And Sen. Folmer has
worked very hard to do just that and to make it fair for both parties. Please email: mfolmer@pasen.gov or call: 717787-5708 to thank him for his efforts.
The fate of SB 22 is discussed in another article in this issue.
Although many groups have joined in advocating for fair districts, there is a core group that have developed an exemplary working relationship with Sen. Folmer. Among those, is the Chair of Fair Districts, Carol Kuniholm who has been
an inspirational leader to all of us that work and support the efforts of this totally volunteer organization. Carol is also
a vice president of Government and Social Policy at the state level of LWVPA. Carol’s volunteer, legislative assistant,
Pat Beaty comes to Fair Districts with many years of government and legislative experience. Joining Carol have been
others from the LWVPA, Common Cause, and the non-partisan good government group, The Committee of Seventy.
They have each spent an incredible amount of hours, day after day, to reach a compromised version of SB 22.
The Leadership Group of Fair Districts, again all volunteers, have worked very hard on communication techniques for
volunteers; advising them how to communicate with the Legislature, and how to inform citizens about the need for
redistricting reform. It has been one of the most respected and well-organized grass roots organization to ever organize around a single issue in Harrisburg. Our commitment to the facts and our sense of non-partisanship has been admired by many. Many legislators in Harrisburg, from both parties, have often complimented the work of FDPA as a
meaningful grass roots organization.
There are many successes to celebrate over the last 18 months: Two bi-partisan proposed bills: SB 22 and HB 722
(now 2402), a successful lawsuit challenging the Map of 2011, a new, fair map created legitimately by the PA Supreme Court that will be used for this election as well as the 2020 election. Also we have made over 400 presentations to over 60,000 citizens of PA, garnered over 65,000 citizen- signed petitions, more than 253 municipalities and
19 counties have signed resolutions in support of the two bills, representing over 6.74 million Pennsylvanians! And
we held one of the largest rallies in the Capitol Rotunda in many, many years. And finally, almost half of the entire
General Assembly from both parties have cosponsored both the House and Senate bills.
We encourage you to join us in volunteering for Fair Districts PA. The battle is not even half-way done and we need
your help in many different ways. Fair Districts needs to become an election issue this year. Make sure to question
all candidates on their views about ending gerrymandering and creating fairly drawn districts. Remember, our democracy is a work in progress!
Mary Erdman
Action Chair and FDPA Liaison
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SENATE GOP LEADERSHIP HIJACKS SB 22
There are a number of terms explaining what the GOP Senate Leadership did to SB 22 after so much good work was
completed by Sen. Mike Folmer’s State Government Committee in conjunction with: FDPA, LWVPA, Common Cause
and The Committee of Seventy. Other terms include calling the last-minute Aument Amendment, a “poison pill,” or a
“Trojan horse.” Let me explain.
After months of work on SB 22, Sen. Folmer (R) called for a vote on his omnibus amendment that would make SB 22
more appealing to his Republican colleagues in the SenateIt passed 48-1! Many compromises were made and FDPA
even lost support from some progressive groups looking for a “pure” form of the original bill. But, moving forward as a
non-partisan group; it was realistic to acknowledge that the final form of SB 22 would indeed have to become a compromise. And it successfully did.
Then the day before the full Senate vote on the bill; Sen. Ryan Aument (R) 36th District of Lancaster County, introduced an amendment that would change the manner in which judges are elected to: the Supreme Court, the Superior
Court and the Commonwealth Court of PA. The issue of creating judicial districts is a highly-partisan issue and the
GOP Leadership’s plan was to hijack SB 22 and attach this amendment abusing the civic energy which was placed
into SB 22. This is a totally unfair and inappropriate partisan action. Sen. Folmer did not even see this amendment
until right before the session began. And it was advanced by his own party.
There are a few problems with this action. First, this would be a big change in how we elect judges and a change of
this magnitude requires a stand alone piece of legislation that is subjected to: hearings, testimony and debate. This
amendment has received NONE of these democratic actions, NONE! Secondly, this is not an issue where there has
been grass roots activities to request this change. This issue has not caused thousands of citizens to write emails, letters-to-the-editors, visit legislators, garner 60,000+ petitions, 400 presentations, etc. You get the idea. It is the brainchild of one party who is still unwilling to accept that the Map of 2011 was a purposeful, unconstitutional gerrymander
declared by our PA Supreme Court and agreed upon by the 9 Justices of the Supreme Court and 3 Federal judges in
Harrisburg. It is a reaction to a more fairly created map that will be used until the 2020 elections. There is no reason
why this has to be done in the same haste with which redistricting legislation must be completed to appear on the
2020 ballot as a referendum. Redistricting reform needs to be completed before the next redistricting exercise in
2021.
Even if we voted for judicial districts, there is nothing in the PA
Constitution or US Constitution that says that we need judicial districts or that they have to be redrawn every ten years. This action
of presenting this amendment at the final hour and with no input
from the public, our representatives or the usual rule of order explains the nicknames of: hijacked, Trojan horse and poison pill.
As an organization that promotes good government practices and
protects the vote and the voice of the voters, we find this to be in
direct opposition to the principles of good government. Carol Kuniholm and her team regretfully had to pull their support of SB 22 on
the very day the bill was to be voted on by the full Senate. Imagine
the disappointment by all who worked on this bill all year, especially Sen. Mike Folmer (R) who held numerous hearings and had
Mary Erdman speaking on gerrymandering.
many meetings with the legislative team. His own party, unethically, kept him in the dark about the Aument Amendment! As an organization, it was a crushing, unfair blow to have
this added at the last minute; and unfair to the citizens of Pennsylvania.
Carol’s general response: :SB 22 was always solely about the legislative branch; it offered a solution to the severely
manipulated legislative districts by party leaders. The Aument Amendment has nothing to do with gerrymandered legislative districts. It is a cynical attempt to harness civic energy and it betrayed the citizen’s trust. Carol has promised
that we will make this an election issue in every part of the commonwealth.
Our last hope is that the House will create a “clean bill” that does not include the Aument Amendment. We need your
help to achieve this goal.
Cont. pg 6
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STRAIGHT SCOOP ON SHALE
Through the LWVPA Citizen Education Fund, funding is available to local leagues to increase the public’s awareness
about the environment. For example, a speaker funded by the grant will give “The Link Between Hydrofracking for Natural Gas and Plastics“ at the Hot Topics Luncheon scheduled for September 10.
Another tactic is to connect with students involved in clubs about political science, the environment and sustainability at
the private and public high schools and universities in our county. Many students also participate in the history fair and
science fair. We want them to regard the Shale webpage on our website as a source of information and regard our local
league as a partner in sharing information about plastics with the public. Contacting the teachers and professors who
mentor these clubs is key.
So far, Jan Little emailed a group of teachers involved in these two subjects at Parkland High School before the school
year ended. A teacher who is an American Studies I teacher, Political Science Club adviser, National History Day Club
adviser at Parkland High School replied, “The Political Science Club is finished for the school year and will pick up again
in the fall. I will forward the information to our club officers. Please feel free to contact me again at that time about working with the League of Women's Voters.”
After this promising start, Jan plans to revisit this communication project in the fall when the final listing of staff and club
mentors is finalized. Can you help? Do you know teachers who teach these subjects at public and private high schools
and colleges in our county? If so, please contact Jan Little if you have their names and contact information.
SB22—continued from pg. 5

We ask that you contact our local representatives to express your interest in creating a “clean bill” from the House to
take back to the Senate that would NOT include the Aument Amendment. And hopefully, the Senate will reconsider letting this become stand alone legislation and not part of redistricting legislation.
Also, we are very disappointed that Senators Brown, an early cosponsor of SB 22 and Mario Scavello, an original cosponsor, voted YES to attach the Aument Amendment to SB 22 in the first place. You may want to let them know how
unfair those votes were to the efforts of fair redistricting. It was a partisan betrayal of their original support.
Next in this process, SB 22 will go to the House and be assigned to a committee where they will examine other redistricting bills and formulate a response to be sent to the Senate in the next week or two. Hopefully an identical bill can be
created that promotes fair districting and removes any amendment for judicial districts. A final bill needs to be passed
by the General Assembly no later than July 6, 2018. This is a very tight schedule but not impossible. The time to help is
now!
Mary Erdman
Sen. Pat Browne (R) 610-821-8468. Allentown.
pbrowne@pasen.gov
717-787-1349
Rep. Gary Day (R). 610-760-7082
Gday@pahousegop.com
717-787-3017
Rep. Ryan Mackenzie (R). 610-965-9933
mackenzie@pahousegop.com
717-787-1000
Rep. Zach Macko (R) 610-502-2701
zmako@pahousegop.com
717-772-5398
Rep. Jeanne McNeill (D) 610-266-1273
www.pahouse.com/McNeill
717-772-9902
Rep. Mike Schlossberg (D) 610-821-5577
MSchloss@pahouse.net
717-705-1869
Rep. Pete Schweyer (D) 610-791-6270
PSchweyer@pahouse.net
717-787-2909
Rep. Justin Simmons (R) 610-282-0160
www.RepSimmons.com
717-783-1673

Page 7

Volume 66, No. 9

FAIR DISTRICTS PA UPDATE AS OF JUNE 13, 2018
COUNTY/MUNICIPAL SUPPORT FOR AN INDEPENDENT CITIZEN COMMISSION
We are working with residents in counties & municipalities across the state to pass resolutions or go on record supporting the formation of an independent citizen commission to draw state and congressional legislative district
boundaries.
Statewide Support
Nineteen counties and more than 250 municipalities representing 52% of PA residents support creating an independent citizen commission. If all pending requests get passed, county and municipality support would represent 77% of
Pennsylvanians.
Lehigh Valley Support
PLEASE NOTE: If you live, or know someone who lives, in a municipality not yet listed as a supporter (see below),
please let our local Resolutions Coordinator, Rochelle Kaplan, (kaplanr@ptd.net) know if you would consider (1) attending an upcoming municipal board meeting to show your support, (2) contacting your local board if you cannot attend
their meeting, or (3) asking your municipal board to place the topic on their agenda. Rochelle can answer your questions and connect you with our printed resources and volunteer speakers.
Supporting Counties/Municipalities
Both Lehigh & Northampton Counties.
Seventeen Municipalities: Lehigh- Allentown, Coopersburg Boro, Lower Macungie Twp, Lowhill Twp, Lynn Twp,
Macungie Boro, North Whitehall Twp, South Whitehall Twp, Upper Milford Twp, Upper Saucon Twp, Washington Twp, Weisenberg Twp, Whitehall Twp. Northampton- Bethlehem City, Bethlehem Twp, Easton City, Williams Twp.
One Request Pending: If you are a resident of any of the following municipalities please ask them to support
our efforts: Emmaus Boro.
One Request Planned (upcoming meetings): Hanover Twp in Northampton County (June 26).
UPDATES AND UPCOMING EVENTS
For the latest updates go to www.FairDistrictsPA.com; for info on upcoming local events or across the state select
Events in upper right corner, scroll through events list.
Terry Schettini

FDPA ACTIONS TO TAKE AS MEMBERS OF LWV OF LEHIGH COUNTY
There is so much going on right now surrounding redistricting reform, you may wonder what YOU can do to promote the
work of the LWVPA and FDPA. Below are a number of ideas that will certainly help the effort to rid Pennsylvania of gerrymandering.
Here are some simple ideas:
1..Write a Letter-to-the-Editor. Legislators do read them. Write to The Morning Call and/or Lehigh Valley Live.
2. .Call your legislator and express your views. It is their job to listen to constituents.
3. .Visit your legislator. If you need some help, we are there for you.
4. .I.f you live in a municipality that has not written a resolution, call and ask to be placed on the agenda. We will help
you.
5. Attend a Fair Districts meeting.
6. Volunteer on Election Day to ask voters to sign our petition.
7. Ask for Fair Districts to do a presentation at your club, social group, church or even your home with a group of your
friends.
8. Visit the FDPA website: www.FairDistrictsPA.com and learn about gerrymandering and get updated on all of our
events and activities, and sign our ONLINE PETITION.
9. Contact LWV members: Mary Erdman and/or Terry Schettini for any information, guidance or help with any of the
above ideas.
10. Vote for those who support fair district reforms!
Mary Erdman
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STATE LEAGUE UPDATES ELECTION LAW POSITION
After three years of study, the Pennsylvania State League has completed a comprehensive review of its Election Law
position which was adopted by delegates of the 2015 State Convention. The updated position supports election laws
which guarantee a citizen’s right to vote, ensure that elections are accessible, transparent, fair, and secure, promote
universal voter participation and provide voters with meaningful choices when they go to the polls
Our local league participated in the second half of this study which dealt with electoral systems and primaries. Molly
Faust organized a study committee which included Ken Baumert, Ann Bartholomew, Kathy Stagl, Mary Anne Stinner
and Ron Clever. A presentation was made to the membership at the October Hot Topic meeting, followed in November
by a consensus meeting where attendees discussed and came to agreement on electoral systems. Our consensus
answers were forwarded to the state league to be included with other local leagues.
You can read the final position by going online to the State League site – go to the Spring 2018 Pennsylvania Voter.

DO YOU KNOW HOW LOCAL CONSENSUS POSITION ARE USED?
The LWV Greater Hazleton Area, where I was a two-term president, decided to study Public transportation. The ancient,
filthy, barely adequate buses that were almost impossible to repair and were de rigueur in the Hazleton Area were the
impetus for the study. Because of the study and reaching consensus on several points, the League believed new or
newer buses were absolutely necessary for the safety of the residents. The city of Hazleton agreed but funding in an economically depressed area was and is extremely difficult to find.
Following flooding from Hurricane Agnes in 1972, federal funds were made available to devastated communities in
Luzerne County to help with clean-up. A neighboring municipality to Hazelton, Wilkes-Barre was able to use some of the
money to purchase new buses. Hazelton, which had been once again denied funds for purchasing new buses, wondered
what had become of the old Wilkes-Barre buses. They were sitting idle in a county parking lot.
Because the LWV Greater Hazelton Area had a well thought out position on public transportation it was able to lobby the
Luzerne County Commissioners for assistance with more suitable public transportation. With the league’s help, Hazelton
was able to get the used Wilkes-Barre buses – not as new as league members had hoped for but much better than what
it previously had.
Chris Herbener (condensed from an earlier article)

DELAWARE RIVER BASIN COMMISSION PROPOSED REGULATIONS
The DRBC has yet to vote on the proposed regulations. For some time, they've been saying a vote won't happen until
late in the year. Karen Feridun of Gas Truthers of Berks County suggests that they mean after the election. Karen reports that “the campaign continues. On June 13, the commission held one of its big meetings. Lots of people showed
up to comment to tell them they want a full fracking ban (and a rejection of the PennEast pipeline). Karen was excited
about not supporting “SB 1189, a bill that would designate banning fracking as a taking of land by eminent domain.
The DRBC would have to pay landowners. By the time this issue is printed, the Senate Appropriations Committee will
likely have voted on the bill. Of course, the Majority Chair of this Committee is our state senator, Patrick Browne.
Although Karen feels that it is a subpar “bill that probably would be shot down in a court challenge, but it was already
approved by the Senate Environmental Resources & Energy Committee. It is now going to the Appropriations Committee, so we've been asking everyone to stop calling members of E&E and start calling the members of Appropriations to
tell them to vote no. If it makes it through Appropriations, we'll start calling the full senate, then the house committee
(s), etc. It's easiest to follow the action on our Facebook event page.” Everyone can see it, even if they're not on Facebook. https://www.facebook.com/events/1725974617458269/
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SUPREME COURT SIDESTEPS DECISION ON PARTISAN GERRYMANDERING
Whitford v. Gill
The case covered two states: Wisconsin which was a Republican gerrymander and Maryland which was a Democratic
gerrymander. In the Wisconsin case, the Court decided that the “plaintiffs had not proved - direct injury - that would
give them standing to sue.” The case was not entirely dismissed, but sent back to trial court to allow the plaintiffs to try
again to prove their case.
In the Maryland case, the Court unanimously ruled against
the GOP challenge to the Democratic map drawing, simply
because they waited too long past the creation of the Map
of 2011 to request an injunction blocking the specific district that was drawn to benefit Democrats. Although the
Court has sidestepped the issue of partisan gerrymandering; there is still a chance to approach the Court with more
proof and what Justice Kennedy calls a “workable standard” to decide when a gerrymandered map has caused
enough “injury” to the voters for the Court to render a decision.
The Court has historically avoided gerrymandering cases
regarding the states and would rather allow the states to
settle this issue on their own; very much like the state of
Pennsylvania did in: LWV et. Al v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The results of the trial case above and a pending
case from North Carolina, will give the Courts another opportunity to address partisan gerrymandering.
This is a setback, but not a failure.
Mary Erdman, Vice President , Action Chair and FDPA Liaison

NATURALIZATION CEREMONIES
Caryn Shoenthal is continuing to represent the League
at the Lehigh County Naturalization Ceremonies.
Members are welcome to assist Caryn.
Please contact lwvlehigh@yahoo.com to assist.
The ceremony is held at 4 pm in President Judge Edward Reibman’s Courtroom 2A, in the Lehigh County
Courthouse, 455 Hamilton St, Allentown, PA 18101.
Please note this is a new courtroom location.
Here is the schedule for the rest of 2018:
July 12,
September 6,
October 8,
November 28 .

US Supreme Court
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$90 IN 90 DAYS FUNDRAISER UPDATE

We’re on the Web!
www.lwvlv.org
L e a g u e o f Wo m e n V o t e r s
o f L e h i g h C ou n t y
P. O. Box 3275
Allentown, PA 18106
610-432-1456
LWVPA Hotline: 1-800-692-7281
President: Janet Little,
610-398-7228
610-442-1733 (cell)
Membership: Margie Dunn,
610-298-8946

Molly Faust, Acting Editor
Email: mfaust11@ptd.net

We are over halfway through with our $90 in 90 days fundraiser. The goal of this
fundraiser is to raise $27,000 in total for the LWVPA, so we can continue to
spread awareness of public policy in our local communities. The LWV of Lehigh
County will receive 10%, after fees, of all donations we raise. Thus far we have
raised a total of $275.
We still have a few weeks left of our fundraiser so if you are interested in donating
please visit the campaign page https://fundly.com/palwv-90-in-90-lwv-of-lehighcounty and click donate. If you would like to keep following the fundraiser we
strongly encourage you to like the Facebook and Twitter pages as we continuously
post updates to these platforms. All donations are greatly appreciated!
Erin Ondush and Kaitlyn Moyer, Co-Chairs

LEAGUE AT WORK: MAY 2 CANDIDATE FORUM
The League of Women Voters of Lehigh and Northampton Counties co-sponsored a
forum on May 2nd for candidates running to replace the Honorable Charles Dent in
the newly redrawn 7th US Congressional District. Northampton County Community
College hosted the event. Six Democrats: David Clark, Rick Daugherty, Greg Edwards, John Morganelli, Roger Ruggles, Susan Wild and one Republican: Dean
Browning appeared before a standing room only crowd.
After introducing themselves in Opening Statements, the candidates voiced their
views on issues such as Social Security, Women’s Reproductive Rights, NRA campaign contributions, the recent change in the tax law changed by Congress, making
higher education more affordable, Medicaid, Prison Reform, Fracking, DACA, campaign finance reform and Congressional pensions. Monica Evans, PBS host and
John Kincaid, Lafayette professor co-moderated.
Both PBS and PCN taped the event and aired the broadcast before the Primary
Election on May 15th.
Thanks to all the League members who helped in making this forum possible so
voters could be informed on where the candidates stood on the issues.
Barbara Williams, Vice President, Voter Services and Treasurer

Molly Faust and Mary Erdman, timers at the
candidate forum.

LEHIGH VALLEY WOMEN’S ADVOCACY COALITION (LVWAC)
At the meeting held on May 8, Fernanda Ferolie, Coordinator, spoke about the
Community Empowerment Program at the Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley. A legislative update took place. For more information, click on Notes from the Meeting on
the “Pay Equity” webpage under “Special Interests” on the website. Please contact
Jan Little if you cannot open the document.

Barbara Williams at candidate forum.

The next meeting will be August 14th at the Community Room at PBS39 in Bethlehem. Meetings usually start at 8:30 am. Please let Jan Little know if you would like
to join her in representing our League at this meeting or others during the rest of
the year.

When patronizing our sponsors, please let them know
you saw their ad in the Lehigh County Voter

McNabb’s Service & Repairs
Automotive Excellence since 1958

4948 Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown PA 18106
610-398-1324 610-395-0444
www.McNabbsServiceCenter.com

McNabb’s Service & Repairs
State Inspection
and Emissions
Test

A/C Service

Alignment

Brakes

Steering and
Suspension

Engine
Repairs

Exhaust

Preventive
Maintenance

Oil Change

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
League of Women Voters of Lehigh County
P.O. Box 3275
Allentown PA 18106

Membership dues include membership
in the League of Women Voters of the
United States (LWVUS) and the
League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania (LWVPA) and a subscription to
the local and state Voter.
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY

League dues and contributions are not
tax-deductible as a charitable donation.

Name _____________________________________________________

Contributions to the LWV Education
Fund (LWVEF) are tax-deductible.

Street _____________________________________________________

Membership in the League of Women
Voters is open to all citizens. Voting
members must be at least 16 years old.

City, State, Zip _____________________________________________

ANNUAL DUES
2017-2018

$70.00 individual
$105.00 household
$25.00 full-time student

Contact membership secretary Margie Dunn
for details of pro-rated dues amounts.

Please make check payable to
LWVLC and mail to:
LWVLC
c/o Margie Dunn
8411 Carpet Road
New Tripoli, PA 18066

