
 

 

League of Women Voters 

of Lehigh County 

Dear League Members, 
 

The 61st Annual Meeting held on May 13 
was productive. It was my privilege to re-
port that the state of the League of 
Women Voters of Lehigh County was, 
once again, excellent. Our goal for the last 
year was to maintain the excellence we 
are known for while continuing to respond 
to the needs of our members and com-
munity. 
 

Our local League continues to be suc-
cessful in its primary mission to provide 
local voters with accurate non-partisan 
information: the bi-annual Voters’ Guide, 
Government Directory update, voter infor-
mation pamphlet in English and Spanish, 
voter registration events at local colleges 
and universities and new locations. 
 

The League remains engaged with many 
of the numerous issues facing Americans 
since Election 2016. We strove to bring in 
speakers that would address these is-
sues. Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated and found such interesting and 
informed speakers. Thank you one and 
all.  
 

We connect with our members in many 
ways: The Voter newsletter, Facebook 
page, Twitter, action alerts via email. We 
have formalized the process of creating 
the budget so new committee members 
can carry on the work. 
 

We also received invitations from other 
organizations. Although we did not hold a 
Running for Office workshop, we updated 
the materials and sold them in binders 
and posted them on our website at no 
cost. We met 300 members of the public 
at Representative Schlossberg’s How We 
Fight event. We worked with the Girl 
Scouts of Eastern PA to put on their “Real 

Girls: Next Generation Leaders” program. 
Lastly, we continued to collaborate with 
Fair Districts PA to change the Pennsyl-
vania Constitution so an independent 
redistricting commission can redraw legis-
lative districts. These, and our usual 
events and services, were noticed by the 
American Association of University 
Women. Over the last year, we attended 
local meetings the AAUW Lehigh Valley 
held as part of a statewide coalition 
about equal pay for women. On May 20, 
we were happy to receive the Gateway to 
Equity Award 2017 from the Allentown 
branch at their annual luncheon. 
 

It is my privilege to extend heartfelt 
thanks to past and present League direc-
tors and members who selflessly donate 
countless hours and expertise to achieve 
League goals and maintain our local or-
ganization. Thank you again for your con-
tinued service. It has been an honor to 
work with and serve such a talented, 
dedicated group of people. 
 

I am looking forward to working with our 
incoming board. At the Annual Meeting a 
new slate of board members were 
elected: Mary Erdman (Vice-President-
Program), Jessica Ryan (Action), and Ron 
Clever (Board Member). All board mem-
bers whose terms ended this term were 
re-elected for another two years. We also 
welcomed a student intern, Brigid 
Deegan, who is a sophomore majoring in 
Political Science at Muhlenberg College. 
Brigid will attend our board meetings and 
work with us on projects. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janet K. Little, President, 
League of Women Voters of 
Lehigh County 
 

Volume 65, No. 8 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

June/July 2017 

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R !  

LWV LEHIGH COUNTY VOTER 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
President’s Message  1 

New Board Members 2 

Review of 2016-17 League Year 2 

New Members 6 

 

July 

10 
Mon. 

10:00 
a.m. 

Program planning, 
back room at 
Superior Restau-
rant. Emmaus 

June 

13 
Thurs 
 
25 
Thurs 
 

4:00 
p.m. 
 
4:00 
p.m. 

Board Meeting 
Woodland Terrace 
 
Naturalization, 
Lehigh County Court-
house 



 

 

Page 2  Volume 65,  No.  8  

 

WELCOME TO BOARD MEMBERS FOR THE 
2017-2018 TERM 
 

Officers 2017–2019: 
President (2017–2018) – Jan Little 
Vice President, Program (2017–2018) – Mary Erdman 
Secretary (2017–2019) – Molly Faust 
 
Officers 2016–2018: 
Vice President, Voter Services, (2016-2018) -  
     Barbara Williams 
Treasurer (2016-2018) - Barbara Williams 

 
 
Board Members, 2017–2019: 
Voter; Naturalization - Caryn Shoenthal  
Membership - Margie Dunn 
Action - Jessica Ryan  
Member - Ron Clever   
 
Board Members, 2016–2018:   
Member - Ann Bartholomew 
 
Janet K. Little 
President, LWVLC 

We continued the upward trend in new members and bet-
ter-attended Hot Topics Luncheons. How can we attract 
new members from downtown and the south side of Allen-
town and throughout Lehigh County? One way to do this is 
to remain visible in the community and meet more commu-
nity members. This section will report on these events. All 
along, we used the member database matched to legisla-
tive districts, municipalities and polling places that we 
started last year so that we can track our business and 
members’ abilities more easily. 
 

Hot Topics Luncheons 
Board members focused on this and other issues at our 
annual Hot Topics Luncheon topics planning 
session that took place in July at our new home base, the 
Superior Restaurant in Emmaus. We continued offering a 
buffet luncheon for $11. We took advantage of the late 
sunset of the summer, and the requests of working mem-
bers for dinner meetings, and decided to hold dinners in-
stead of lunches on the second Mondays of June, August 
and September. They took place in the regular back room 
at the Superior Restaurant in Emmaus. In July, we held our 
planning meeting as a lunch starting at 11:30 a.m. in that 
room. Margie Dunn, Mary Anne Stinner, Doris Glaessmann, 
Barbara Williams, Ann Bartholomew and I developed the 
Hot Topics schedule. 
 
We have found speakers for many topics. The topic for the 
Monday, June 13, dinner was Fair Districts PA: Where do I 
fit in? Jan Little, speaker. The topic on Monday, August 8, 
was the 2016 LWVUS National Convention. Suzanne 
Almeida, Executive Director, LWVPA, and Chris Herbener, 
LWVPA Membership Committee and our delegate to the 
Convention, described the highlights. Chris Borick spoke at 
the dinner in September. We returned to the luncheon 
schedule on October 10th when Lehigh County Commis-
sioner Percy Dougherty spoke about Farmland Preserva-

tion. Bill White, a columnist for the Allentown Morning Call, 
spoke about election results on November 14. Unsurpris-
ingly, this was our best attended luncheon. Tom Seidenber-
ger, Circuit riders, spoke about the Campaign for Fair Fund-
ing (public schools) at our Hot Topics Luncheon on Decem-
ber 12.  
 
On January 9th, Becky Bradley, Executive Director at the 
Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, spoke about the im-
pact warehouse development will have on traffic. February 
13th, Erica Dwinell, Walgreens, spoke about Immunization. 
On March 13, Doris Glaessmann and Mary Anne Stinner 
hosted Gordon Roberts, Magisterial District Judge Adminis-
trator, County of Lehigh, and Judge Donna Butler to exam-
ine the Pennsylvania League’s Criminal Justice Position. 
The final program, on April 10, was Martin Kubeck from 
Lehigh Valley Beekeepers speaking on “Challenges facing 
our bee population.” Four guests attended the final lunch-
eon; one guest joined the league. Another guest found our 
meeting searching for “Upcoming Events” for that day 
among local Facebook accounts. 
 
Thank you to Sue Phillips for managing the reservations 
and kudos to the planning group for putting together a year 
of excellent, informative, and timely programs. We appreci-
ated members who contacted the speakers, who served as 
hosts and supplied information for the introduction. Trevor 
Little offered his expertise to reduce the background noise 
during the presentations. Pat and Burke Swan bring the 
materials to the luncheons and make sure that things run 
smoothly. They still handle the League telephone, which is 
especially lively at election time. 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Our Services 
We continued to provide the services to the community we 
are known for. Twice every year the Voters’ Guide plays a 
prominent role in the effort to inform local citizens about 
the candidates for local government and their views or ac-
tions about important issues. Kudos to The Morning Call, 
Ann Bartholomew, and her committee for their tireless ef-
forts to assure that the Voters’ Guide reaches the public 
prior to every election. 
 

Government Directory 
The directory was supported financially by several local 
businesses and office holders. It takes great effort to keep 
the publication current. It requires both diligence and 
speed to collect the latest information and get it to local 
citizens quickly and accurately. The 2017 edition was the 
Lehigh County-only update to the 2016 Government Direc-
tory that our League and the League in Northampton 
County collaborated on. By this writing, we have distributed 
them to our usual recipients and some new recipients such 
as the ACLU. We gave our 376 2016 Government Directo-
ries with the 2017 edition inside to attendees at Represen-
tative Schlossberg’s event in early March and 250-300 at 
the public meeting held by members of the Fair Districts PA 
coalition on January 27.  
 

Voter Information Pamphlets 
We are proud of two brand-new publications we produced 
last year: the Spanish translation of two documents written 
by Ann Bartholomew, Pat Swan, and Tim Benyo. The 1-
page Information for Voters became Informacion para Vo-
tantes. The 4-page Guide to Register to Vote in Pennsyl-
vania became Guía para Registrar y Poder Votar en Pensil-
vania. This term, Ann Bartholomew finalized the docu-
ments and we made copies. We have made these avail-
able at voter registration events and at naturalization cere-
monies. 
 

Naturalization 
Caryn Shoenthal attends naturalization ceremonies to wel-
come new Americans and provide them with information 
about how they can exercise their new, precious right to 
vote. Barbara Williams often assists. Thank you for provid-
ing this essential service to new voters. 
 

The LWV Lehigh County Voter 
Our newsletter, still ably captained by Caryn Shoenthal, 
was published in hard copy and as an e-publication with 
eight issues this year. Thank you, Caryn, for all your hard 

work. Members may submit articles about issues or events 
of importance to local citizens for publication. There is no 
guarantee that we can include all of them in the Voter—but 
we would love to try. It should also be noted that Gayle 
Getz has been able to obtain and retain advertisers in the 
Voter. Their contributions help with the publication costs 
and stretch our dollars so we can reach more voters.  
 
Quarterly, I submit an article about our League’s accom-
plishments to the Pennsylvania Voter. I join other presi-
dents of local Leagues to participate in quarterly confer-
ence calls with the President of the Pennsylvania League. 
 

Voter Registration 
A big “thank you” to members who have registered voters 
at various locations in our county. We returned to some 
locations and shared our expertise at new locations. We 
attracted high school and college students to these initia-
tives. In August, Andrew Fletcher, a senior at Salisbury High 
School, helped citizens complete voter registration applica-
tions at the Velodrome and Senator Browne’s Community 
and Family Expo. The Senator’s staff invited us to exhibit at 
the Kids Discovery Expo on Saturday, October 8, at the 
DaVinci Science Center. 1,000-2,000 people attended this 
event. Barbara Williams and I staffed the table.  
 
Later in the month, I registered several men staying at the 
Allentown Rescue Mission. We had a table at the Allentown 
Art Museum the first or second Sunday of every month 
from June through October. Two undergraduates from Ce-
dar Crest College majoring in nutrition and dietetics, Kait-
lyn Moyer and Erin Ondush, staffed our table on August 7. 
Later in August, we registered voters at Lincoln Tech and 
returned there in the fall. We did the same at DeSales Uni-
versity. Sue Phillips and Kathy Stagl led the voter registra-
tion effort at DeSales University on Friday, September 16. 
It was “Constitution Day” on campus. We returned to 
Muhlenberg College on September 8 and again on the 
19th where Sue Phillips and Mary Anne Stinner registered 
students. On Monday, September 26 and Wednesday, Sep-
tember 28, Jan Little and Ken Baumert registered students 
at Penn State Lehigh Valley. Staff and public policy clubs at 
LCCC and Cedar Crest College are registering students to 
vote without asking for our input. 
 
We reached out to voters at new places last fall. I worked 
with staff at the Allentown Rescue Mission to register the 
residents on Tuesday, September 20. I advised the man-
ager of the senior center at La Casa Guadalupe about how 

(Continued from page 2) 
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to request the Voter Registration Office to hold a bi-lingual 
voter registration session and a demonstration about how 
to use the voting machine. Ann Bartholomew registered 
voters at the Lower Macungie Public Library on September 
22. Barbara Williams registered voters at the Mosser Vil-
lage Family Center in Allentown on October 1. Our last 
voter registration table at the Allentown Art Museum was 
Sunday, October 2. 
 

Election 2016 
The Northampton County League set up a Meet ’n Greet 
with the Lehigh and Northampton County Representatives, 
and some Pennsylvania Senate candidates at Northamp-
ton Community College’s Alumnae Hall on Thursday, No-
vember 3rd. Barbara helped out and reported that at least 
fifty people attended the event. 
 
LWV Northampton County and LWVPA held a forum for the 
four candidates for Auditor General on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 5, at Northampton Community College, College Center 
Building. It was a well-attended and informative event. 
 

Social Media 
Two of our new members, Kaitlyn Moyer and Erin Ondush, 
are undergraduate students at Cedar Crest College’s pro-
gram in dietetics. Kaitlyn now posts items on our Facebook 
account. Erin has set us up on Twitter. She has sent tweets 
out about our upcoming events.  
 

Voter Services Takes to TV 
Taking the Initiative is a talk show hosted by Rev. William 
Kuntze about local people making a difference in their 
community. “Learn how you can be involved and make a 
difference by taking the initiative.” This program airs Tues-
days and Fridays at 8:30 p.m. on WBPH, TV60. On Septem-
ber 22, Beverly Hernandez and I recorded the programs 
that televised on October 18 and 21. You can read about it 
here: www.wbph.org/all-shows/taking-the-initiative. 
 

Coalitions: Fair Districts PA 
As Action Chair, I encouraged members whose state sena-
tor and state representative was a member of the State 
Government Committee to support Senator Lisa Boscola’s 
bill to establish an independent commission to redraw leg-
islative districts using census information. Senators 
Boscola and Scavello have reintroduced the bill as SB 22. 
Senator Browne is a co-sponsor. On May 2, Carol Kuni-
holm, Chair, Fair Districts PA, told us that, “On April 18, 
Representatives Steve Samuelson (Democrat from North-
ampton County) and Eric Roe (Republican from Chester 

County) shared the co-sponsor memo for House Bill 722. 
This bill, almost identical to SB22, would amend the Penn-
sylvania Constitution to establish an independent citizens 
commission to redistrict Congressional as well as State 
House and Senate districts. By April 28, 68 representa-
tives had signed on to co-sponsor the bill. That's over one-
third of our 203 Pennsylvania representatives! These in-
clude Peter Schweyer, Justin Simmons, Mike Schlossberg, 
Daniel McNeill. Ryan Mackenzie, Gary Day, Zachary Mako 
have not signed on as co-sponsors. Many of our members 
have registered as members of FDPA. Many of them in-
tended to join the first annual Lobby Day on May 9. We in 
our local League will continue to support redistricting re-
form. 
 
Northampton County’s League hosted a public event at 
Lafayette College on May 4; we posted it as an upcoming 
event on our Facebook page. These events attracted many 
citizens. The Pennsylvania League has asked local 
Leagues to interview state and federal officeholders in 
their areas and submit reports to Suzanne Almeida, Execu-
tive Director, by March 4. In 2017, there were four topics: 
redistricting reform, voter access reforms, education fund-
ing reform, and environmental protection. 
 
Legislative Interviews 
We finished up our 2016 interviews in May, having inter-
viewed all of our representatives and senators. Interviews 
for 2017 were begun in March. 
 
Election Protection Grant 
Common Cause PA had identified several polling places in 
Pennsylvania, including some in Lehigh, Berks and Bucks 
counties where voters may experience undue influence 
concerning their vote. Suzanne Almeida, Executive Director 
of the Pennsylvania League, confirmed with Common 
Cause that the Pennsylvania League would receive grant 
money to finance local Leagues’ efforts to recruit volun-
teers and plan logistics for election protection in the three 
counties. 
 
Two training sessions for volunteers in Lehigh County were 
held at Cedar Crest College. Volunteers received training 
about the logistics for election protection on November 8. 
At the end of the training each volunteer will be assigned 
to a team and a polling place. The “staging area” was a 
room at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church at 8th and Walnut 
Streets in Allentown. After picking up their materials, each 
team was to observe what took place outside the polling 
place for at least four hours, and record and report to the 
appropriate authority. 
 
One of the volunteers was League member Kathy Stagl 
who reported that it was relatively quiet and the woman 

(Continued from page 3) 
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with whom she was to partner didn’t show up at the Union 
headquarters on Liberty and 12th. It appears that the pub-
lic needs lots of education about the election process, and 
it needs to start much earlier in life. Poll workers said they 
had never had such a high turnout. 
 
Later, our League received $1,000 from the grant for voter 
education. We were happy to send a check for $200 to St. 
Paul’s Church for their quick and generous response to our 
request. 
 
Real Girls: Next Generation Leaders 
On October 22, Jan Little spoke to about 25 Girl Scouts 
aged 10-14 from four troops at the Emmaus Public Library 
(below) about the importance of registering to vote, voting, 
and other relevant topics. 
 
Some of the scouts and their moms attended the “Real 
Girls: Next Generation Leaders” program the following day 
at Cedar Crest College. At the end of the session, the Girl 
Scouts received the patch developed just for this session. 
Several League members gave sessions or opening and 
closing remarks at the morning and afternoon sessions: 
Beverly Hernandez, Kate Wolchko, Joshua Siegel and Sam 
Bennett. Kaitlyn Moyer and Erin Ondush volunteered to 
accompany one group of scouts from session to session. 
 
AAUW Allentown 
We were honored to receive a letter from the local chapter 
of the American Association of University Women that our 
League will receive the 2017 Gateway to Equity Award. 

This award is given in recognition of our action and phi-
losophy that reflect the AAUW mission of equity for all 
women and girls, livelong education and positive societal 
change. The American Association of University Women 
(AAUW), with its nationwide network of more than 100,000 
bipartisan members and 1,300 branches, has been a 

leading advocate for equity for women and girls since 
1881. We wish to recognize you for your work in the Le-
high Valley to further your mission to encourage informed 
and active participation in government, work to increase 
understanding of major public policy issues, and influence 
public policy through education and advocacy. We received 
the award on May 20. 

 

Janet K. Little 

(Continued from page 4) 
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LEAGUE STATEMENT ON THE HOUSE PASSING THE AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT 

Washington, DC – League of Women Voters President Chris Carson recently made the following comment on passage by 
the House of Representatives of the American Health Care Act: 
 
“This bill is anything but American—it abandons the American values of fairness, community, and concern for all—and it 
certainly won't provide health care for all. This legislation only serves to benefit special interests and provide tax cuts for 
the rich, while leaving everyday Americans without access to affordable, quality health care.” 
If this legislation becomes law: 
 24 million Americans will lose coverage by 2020 
 Medicaid patients will no longer be able to get the care they need 
 Women will go back to paying more than men for basic care 
  
We know the Affordable Care Act is not perfect, but it has successfully provided health care coverage to tens of millions 
of Americans who previously went without. 
 
The League of Women Voters is dedicated to ensuring access to affordable, quality health care for all Americans. We 
urge the Senate to reject this legislation.  
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I am pleased to announce we had three 
new members join our League. Brigid 
Deegan is a student at Muhlenberg Col-
lege and will be our summer intern. She 
will help with many projects and activi-
ties. Cathy Dawson and her mother also 
joined our League. We welcome them. 
 
A new membership booklet is on its way 
to the printer. Since we had so many new 
members join in the last few months we 
felt a new booklet was necessary. It will 
be available at the program planning 
meeting in July. 
 
 

Brigid Deegan 
1890 Arlington St 
Bethlehem, PA 18017 
484 560-9686 
bd251300@muhlenberg.edu 
 
Catherine Dawson 
33 Pine St 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
610 762-7604 
cathyadawson72@gmail.com 
Household member- Kathleen Dawson-
mother 
 
Margie Dunn 

MEMBERSHIP - JUNE 2017 

SUMMER BRUNCH 
 
Our summer brunch will be held on Monday, July 10 at 10:00 a.m. at the Superior 
Restaurant. As with our Hot Topics lunches, this meeting will be held in the back 
room. 
 
If you’ve never attended our summer brunch before, this is the time. This is the 
meeting where we plan all of our events for the coming League year. So, if you have 
ideas for a topic or a speaker, come and make your voice heard. The full board will 
be at this meeting, and all members are invited and all ideas are welcome. This is 
your League. 
 
Caryn Shoenthal 

LEAGUE STATEMENT ON THE PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT 

Washington, DC – The League of Women Voters president, Chris Carson, issued the 
following statement in response to President Trump's announcement that the 
United States will leave the global Paris Climate Agreement:  

“Withdrawing from the Paris Climate Agreement is a giant step in the wrong direc-
tion for the health of the planet and all living beings. President Trump’s decision 
today will undermine global cooperation and have a harmful impact on U.S. rela-
tions with our most trusted world allies. The long-term effects of this decision will 
make more people sick, especially children and the elderly. The League of Women 
Voters is gravely disappointed to see the United States on the wrong side of history 
in the fight to protect our planet.” 

Sarah Courtney 
LWVUS 
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Membership dues include membership 
in the League of Women Voters of the 
United States (LWVUS) and the 
League of Women Voters of Pennsyl-
vania (LWVPA) and a subscription to 
the local and state Voter. 

League dues and contributions are not 
tax-deductible as a charitable dona-
tion. 

Contributions to the LWV Education 
Fund (LWVEF) are tax-deductible. 

Membership in the League of Women 
Voters is open to all citizens. Voting 
members must be at least 16 years old. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY 
 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
 
Street _____________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip  _____________________________________________ 
 

Please make check payable to 
LWVLC and mail to: 
 LWVLC 
 c/o Margie Dunn 
 8411 Carpet Road 
 New Tripoli, PA 18066 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

League of Women Voters of Lehigh County 

P.O. Box 3275 

Allentown PA  18106 

ANNUAL DUES $70.00 individual 
2016-2017 $105.00 household 
 $25.00 full-time student 

Contact membership secretary Margie Dunn 
for details of pro-rated dues amounts. 
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