
 

 

Legislative Interview Questions 2018 
NOTE: These questions are intended to provide topics and suggested wording for your League’s 
legislative interviews. We understand that the format of your interviews or the political culture 
where you are may dictate changes to the wording or even to the content of the questions. You 
should feel free to modify the wording as you see fit. However, if you feel the need to change the 
substance of the question that is asked, please indicate that on the form so we can accurately 
track the responses we receive.  

NOTE: You may find it useful to review the supplemental material prior to your legislative 
interview or to send the supplemental material to your legislators in advance of your interview. If 
there is anything that you need additional information about, please contact Suzanne Almeida at 
salmeida@palwv.org.  

1. Voting Modernization:  
 

A. Voter Access Reforms: What reforms would you support to ensure that all eligible 
voters are able to cast a vote in every election?  

Suggested Specific Questions: 

o Would you support implementing no-excuse absentee ballot voting (also 
called optional vote by mail)? Why or why not? 

o Would you support early in-person voting in Pennsylvania? Why or why not? 

B. Voter Registration Reforms: What reforms would you support to increase the 
accessibility and accuracy of voter registration, ensure that all eligible voters can 
register and limit the administrative burden on local elections offices? 

Suggested Specific Questions: 

o Would you support allowing 16 and 17-year-olds to register to vote early 
when applying for a driver’s license? Why or why not? 

o Would you support allowing 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the time of the 
general election to vote in the primary? Why or why not? 

o Would you support establishing same day registration at polling places? Why 
or why not? 

o Would you support establishing automatic voter registration (AVR)? Why or 
why not? 

C. Voting Systems Reforms: What reforms or steps would you support to ensure that 
our voting systems are secure and accessible for all eligible voters?  

o Appropriate sufficient funds to support the purchase of up-to-date voting 
equipment by counties (at least $100 million)? 
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o Employ voting systems that provide voter-verifiable paper ballot or paper 
record that the voter can verify while in the process of voting? 

2. Redistricting Reform: By a variety of measures, Pennsylvania’s districts are among the 
most gerrymandered in the nation. The United States is now the only major democracy 
that permits legislators a major role in drawing electoral districts. Would you support 
replacing the current redistricting processes with a transparent, independent citizens 
commission? Please explain. 
 

3. Criminal Justice Reform: What kind of reforms to bail or police practices would you 
support so that our counties reduce costs, the mentally ill are treated more appropriately, 
addicts get treatment faster, and those that will ultimately be found not guilty have fewer 
impacts on their lives? 

 
4. Environmental Protection: Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns 

with regard to the production, storage and transport of energy related materials.  More 
recently there has been greater and persistent concern expressed by citizen groups for the 
safe transport and disposal of toxic waste materials from the natural gas industry.  If 
disposed of in too close a proximity to our drinking water sources such as rivers, 
reservoirs, wells, etc. these materials pose a distinct threat to human health as well as 
environmental health. 
 
At the same time Pennsylvania citizens living and working close to natural gas 
production wells have presented similar degrees of concerns for the safety of the air that 
they breathe as well as their children and animals. 
 
How will you and can you respond in words and with actions that will demonstrate your 
understanding and your commitment to securing a safe, healthy environment as well as 
an economically viable platform for practical and productive employment opportunities 
for Pennsylvanians? 


