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INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR

NAME: Representative Zachary Mako
DISTRICT NUMBER: 183  RD   COUNTIES: Parts of Lehigh and Northampton  PARTY: (R) 
RELATIONSHIP WITH LEAGUE: cordial and accessible
STAFF

 Pakosky, Gail K., Legislative SecretaryK 402 IB, 717-772-5398 717-783-7667 
gpakosky@pahousegop.com 

 Nestor, Jodi F., Slatington 610-760-9805 610-821-6109 jnestor@pahousegop.com

 Schifferle-Uyvari, Trisha L., Slatington 610-760-9805 610-821-6109 
tschiffe@pahousegop.com

 Schlappich, Wendy Ann, Northampton 610-502-2701  610-502-2704 
wschlapp@pahousegop.com

 Strella, Stephen J., III, Northampton 610-502-2701 610-502-2704 
sstrella@pahousegop.com 

Contact Information

District

Hon. Zachary Mako
2030 Center Street
Northampton, PA 18067 
(610) 502-2701 
Fax: (610) 502-2704

Hon. Zachary Mako
125 S. Walnut Street
Slatington Borough Hill - 1st Floor
Slatington, PA 18080 
(610) 760-9805 
Fax: (610) 821-6109

Capitol

Hon. Zachary Mako
402 Irvis Office Building
PO Box 202183
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2183

mailto:wschlapp@pahousegop.com
mailto:tschiffe@pahousegop.com
mailto:jnestor@pahousegop.com


(717) 772-5398 
Fax: (717) 783-7667

Committee Assignments
Aging & Older Adult Services
Professional Licensure, Secretary
Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness

INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEW
DATE OF INTERVIEW:  January 31  st  . 2018   NUMBER PRESENT: 2 members and Rep. Mako
General Meeting
LEAGUE NAME: Lehigh County
MEMBERS COMPLETING FORM: Mary Erdman, maryc.erdman@gmail.com ; Barbara Williams, 
wils48@ptd.net 
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1. VOTER MODERNIZATION

A. Voter Access Reform
No-Excuse Absentee Ballots

Rep. Mako likes the current Absentee Ballot which requires an excuse for why you will be away 
from your voting district on Election day or a medical reason for not being able to come to the 
polls. He feels it adds an extra layer of accountability. He feels “No Excuse” is ambiguous and 
open to fraud.

Early  In-Person Voting
Rep. Mako likes the idea of early in-person voting because of its flexibility which can lead to 
increased voter turnout. Although cost could be a factor, he feels that we can possibly adopt a 
model of other states that already use this. 

B. VOTER REGISTRATION REFORMS

Same Day Registration at Polling Places 
Rep. Mako doesn’t support this. He feels it’s important to check background information on all 
applications. 

(AVR)  Automatic Voter Registration
Rep. Mako is not in favor. He feels there could be fraud unless there was an accurate State wide 
database connecting all State agencies.

C. VOTER SYSTEMS REFORM

Aging Voting Machines
Rep. Mako feels PA is in compliance with the 2002 “America Votes Act” which is a federal law 
with the purpose of making sweeping reforms in voter systems and voter access.  Under this 
Act, PA has received federal funds to help replace aging electronic machines.

OPEN PRIMARY
Rep. Mako didn’t take a stand on this issue. Since this is his first term in office, he felt he needed
more information on this subject and was willing to look in the pros and cons.

Bottom Line: Rep. Mako balanced his views on voter reform between increasing voter 
registration and voting opportunities, and avoiding any reforms that may lend themselves to 
possible voter fraud. 



2. REDISTRICTING REFORM

Rep. Mako readily admitted that redistricting reform is necessary to insure more fair 
representation; however he is not in agreement with HB 722 (and SB 22) and the specific 
reforms noted in this bill. He specifically is in disagreement with the independent citizens’ 
commission and the oversight position of the Secretary of the Commonwealth as a political 
appointment. Rep. Mako is uncomfortable with someone in an appointed position making the 
choices of the final 11 commission members.

 He is open to discussion and we encouraged him to back HB 722 in an effort to promote 
hearings and debate in the State Government Committee.  This would enable legislators to 
compose a bill more agreeable to both sides and effectively deal with the extreme 
gerrymandering in this state. His openness to discussion was encouraging.



3. CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM

Rep. Mako addressed the Opioid epidemic in PA. He is supportive of all counties receiving 
proper funding to address this issue. He mentioned that some counties are currently 
underfunded. He mentioned the use of take –back boxes throughout all counties in order to 
reduce the amount of prescription drugs available for potential misuse and abuse.

Rep. Mako is in general agreement with providing substance abuse treatment and appropriate 
care for mental health issues in lieu of just incarceration. He believes substance abuse 
treatment should include aspects of personal responsibility to not return to the people, places 
and things that will cause relapse by the addict. 

He again, repeated that he needs to learn more about this issue as he gains experience in his 
freshman year as a Representative before declaring a more educated policy statement.



4. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Rep. Mako readily admitted that in this first term he has worked on learning the issues of the 
committees to which he has been assigned and the fracking issue is not something with which 
he is very familiar,  but is interested in learning about the process. He did mention that he is not 
supportive of the Severance Tax because there already is an Impact Fee which brings in more 
than the Severance Tax. He, also, feels there should be more inspectors with the DEP.

He did express his concern for the balancing economic development, job creation and 
protecting the environment and intends to learn about the issues involved in the gas/fracking 
industy and developing an educated and informed policy.


