
2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM
INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR

NAME Ryan Mackenzie Circle One: Representative

DISTRICT NUMBER: 134 COUNTY(IES) Berks County (Part), Lehigh County (Part)    PARTY: R
DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT [urban, rural, suburban; major employer(s) or industry(ies)]

http://statisticalatlas.com/state-lower-legislative-district/Pennsylvania/District-134/Race-and-Ethnicity
(The 2010 census, somewhat altered in final redistricting plan approved in 2013.  There has been an increase 
in households and population  in this area and also #187 since 2010.)

Total Population in 2010
Berks  412.08k Lehigh 352.07k

Have been Married 56% if women, 62% of men
Are Married 54% if women, 61% of men

Male 10-14, children from 0-18 are a similar % of the population as age 40-64.  There are developments for 
60+ in the Lehigh county portion.

Above PA average for White and Asian; below PA average for Black, Hispanic, Mixed and Other.
Whites dominate less in ages 0-19 than 20-85+ year olds.

RELATIONSHIP WITH LEAGUE (cordial, League member, accessible, difficult)

Websites:
State Assembly: http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/House_bio.cfm?
id=1614
Caucus: http://www.repmackenzie.com/

Member of the House 2012 to date 
Committee Assignments
Commerce
Environmental Resources & Energy
Insurance
Labor & Industry

LEGISLATIVE AIDES TO CONTACT (Harrisburg & district offices)
District Scheduler: Kendra Wiederhold kwiederh@pahousegop.com also listed as Supervisor - Caucus Support
District
Hon. Ryan E. Mackenzie
3402 Brookside Road
Macungie, PA 18062
(610) 965-9933
Fax: (610) 965-9174
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2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM
Capitol
Hon. Ryan E. Mackenzie
160A East Wing
PO Box 202134
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2134
(717) 787-1000
Fax: (717) 782-2893

OTHER COMMENTS:
 

INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEW

DATE OF INTERVIEW: 2/22/2018 NUMBER PRESENT: (constituents):    ; (non-constituents): Jan Little
FORMAT (Office meeting, coffee, luncheon, general meeting, other)

LEAGUE NAME League of Women Voters of Lehigh County

NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF MEMBER COMPLETING FORM 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

OTHER LEAGUES PARTICIPATING None
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2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM

1. Voting Modernization: 
A. Voter Access Reforms: What reforms would you support to ensure that all eligible voters are 

able to cast a vote in every election? 

Suggested Specific Questions:

o Would you support implementing no-excuse absentee ballot voting (also called optional 
vote by mail)? Why or why not?

Yes. Representative Mackenzie is in favor of no-excuse absentee ballot voting. Recommended 
hearing from constituents about absentee voting.  Let them know to register with county. 

o Would you support early in-person voting in Pennsylvania? Why or why not?

Representative Mackenzie has read mixed reviews of results of states that have offered in-
person person voting.  Some studies show that it doesn’t lead to increase in voting.  Balance 
this with the cost  
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2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM

B. Voter Registration Reforms: What reforms would you support to increase the accessibility and 
accuracy of voter registration, ensure that all eligible voters can register and limit the 
administrative burden on local elections offices?

Suggested Specific Questions:

o Would you support allowing 16 and 17-year-olds to register to vote early when applying for 
a driver’s license? Why or why not? Yes.

o Would you support allowing 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the time of the general election 
to vote in the primary? Why or why not?  Yes.

o Would you support establishing same day registration at polling places? Why or why not?  
Yes. Must verify correct polling place, however.  Discussed using a provisional ballot process
to give time to verify registration.  The ballots should be sealed until verification of 
registration completed. Representative Mackenzie was concerned about citizen entering 
information correctly.  

o Would you support establishing automatic voter registration (AVR)? Why or why not?  Yes.
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C. Voting Systems Reforms: What reforms or steps would you support to ensure that our voting 
systems are secure and accessible for all eligible voters? 

o Appropriate sufficient funds to support the purchase of up-to-date voting equipment by 
counties (at least $100 million)?  

Yes purchase up-to-date voting equipment but not costing $100 million.

o  Employ voting systems that provide voter-verifiable paper ballot or paper record that the 
voter can verify while in the process of voting?  

Yes, personally likes this system as it provides a double-check.
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2. Redistricting Reform:   By a variety of measures, Pennsylvania’s districts are among the most 

gerrymandered in the nation. The United States is now the only major democracy that permits 
legislators a major role in drawing electoral districts. Would you support replacing the current 
redistricting processes with a transparent, independent citizens’ commission? Please explain.
Yes, but not as defined in HB 722.  Instead, preferred a proposal based on the Iowa method of 
redrawing legislative and congressional districts.
Representative Mackenzie has met with members of Fair Districts PA, citizens in support of 
redistricting reform and HB 722, at least 5-6 times. Representative Mackenzie shared hi concerned 
about HB 722.  He is concerned about the power vested in the Secretary of State, an appointed 
position.  Also, he took issue with random selection.  He pointed out that, in California, problems 
ensued after activists flooded the pools of candidates.  The qualifications for candidates were not 
clearly defined, allowing more members of the independent redistricting commission to have extreme 
views. Representative Mackenzie contended that this resulted in gerrymandering for a different 
reason.
Representative Mackenzie preferred the system in the state of Iowa.  There, civil servants with 
computer programs redraw the legislative districts.  They would enjoy job security so would not be 
influenced by political parties.  
Representative Mackenzie cautioned balancing geographic breakdown of voters registered with 
specific political parties versus common sense and the constitution.  The state house seats are more 
localized.  We discussed the maps of districts redrawn in 2011.  It may not be possible to reach parity 
of Republicans and Democrats in many districts because one party tends to dominate certain 
geographic areas of the Commonwealth.  Citizens in the bigger cities tend to register Democrat and 
areas in between register Republican.
Discussed the LLRB, the Legislative Reference Bureau of PA. According to http://www.palrb.net/ the 
Legislative Reference Bureau was established by the act of April 27, 1909 (P.L. 208 No. 143). It was 
reorganized as a legislative agency by the act of May 7, 1923 (P.L. 158 No. 119) (46 P.S. § 451 et. seq.). 
The Bureau was established for the use of the members of the General Assembly, the Governor, the 
heads of state agencies and, in certain cases, such citizens of the Commonwealth as desire to consult 
it.
Concerning HB 722, Representative Mackenzie told me that he encouraged Rep. Metcalf, Majority 
Chair of the State Government Committee, to vote on the bill.  He also asked members of the 
committee.
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3. Criminal Justice Reform:   What kind of reforms to bail or police practices would you support so that our
counties reduce costs, the mentally ill are treated more appropriately, addicts get treatment faster, 
and those that will ultimately be found not guilty have fewer impacts on their lives?

Prisons are not designed to help people with mental illness and addictions.  Drug courts could put in place 
a plan for each individual to follow instead of ruling that they enter the criminal justice system.  
The mentally ill should be put in state hospitals. Representative Mackenzie confessed that he did not know
the history of the effort to close the many state hospitals that were once in operation.
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4. Environmental Protection:   Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns with regard to 

the production, storage and transport of energy related materials.  More recently there has been 
greater and persistent concern expressed by citizen groups for the safe transport and disposal of toxic 
waste materials from the natural gas industry.  If disposed of in too close a proximity to our drinking 
water sources such as rivers, reservoirs, wells, etc. these materials pose a distinct threat to human 
health as well as environmental health.

At the same time Pennsylvania citizens living and working close to natural gas production wells have 
presented similar degrees of concerns for the safety of the air that they breathe as well as their 
children and animals.

How will you and can you respond in words and with actions that will demonstrate your understanding
and your commitment to securing a safe, healthy environment as well as an economically viable 
platform for practical and productive employment opportunities for Pennsylvanians?

Representative Mackenzie takes issue with commissions comprised of appointed positions as they tend
not to be accountable to citizens.  He feels that elected commissioners would be more accountable.  
He supports stringent regulations of the natural gas industry and similar industries and recognized the 
need for oversight.  
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