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DATE OF INTERVIEW: January 30, 2018 NUMBER PRESENT: 3: The Rep., Mary Erdman and Jan Little
(neither are constituents of the Rep.)
FORMAT Office meeting
LEAGUE NAME League of Women Voters of Lehigh County

NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF MEMBER COMPLETING FORM 

 Janet K. Little, President, League of Women Voters of Lehigh County, Allentown, PA, Cell: 610-442-1733, 
Email: jklrd@jklrd.com, Website: www.lwvlv.org

 Mary Erdman, Action Chair, Liaison, FDPA, maryc.erdman@gmail.com

OTHER LEAGUES PARTICIPATING No. District #22 is entirely in Lehigh County.

INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR

NAME Peter Schweyer Circle One: Representative

DISTRICT NUMBER: 22 COUNTY(IES) Lehigh  PARTY: D

DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT [urban; major employer(s) or industry(ies)] 
Redistricting moved this seat from Pittsburgh. ]

RELATIONSHIP WITH LEAGUE accessible

Member of the House 2015 to date
Committee Assignments
 Appropriations
 Committee On Ethics
 Consumer Affairs
 Liquor Control
 Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness

LEGISLATIVE AIDES TO CONTACT (Harrisburg & district offices)
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Capitol
Hon. Peter Schweyer
104 Irvis Office Building
PO Box 202022
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2022
(717) 787-2909
Fax: (717) 787-2176
Julie Foley
Juliefoley@pahouse.net

District
Hon. Peter Schweyer
1912 South 4th Street
Allentown, PA 18103
(610) 791-6270
Fax: (610) 791-6274
Nancy Wilt
District Office Manager
nwilt@pahouse.net
www.facebook.com/RepSchweyer@R
epSchweyer
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1. Voting Modernization: 

Question on Voter Reform
Rep. Schweyer is of the opinion that any reform that encourages more people to vote and makes the voting 
process easier for our citizens, is worthwhile and he would support those initiatives. He is keenly committed
to increasing voter registration and voter turnout as an exercise of our greatest opportunity in a 
representative democracy - the right to vote.
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2. Redistricting Reform:   By a variety of measures, Pennsylvania’s districts are among the most 
gerrymandered in the nation. The United States is now the only major democracy that permits 
legislators a major role in drawing electoral districts. Would you support replacing the current 
redistricting processes with a transparent, independent citizens’ commission? Please explain.

Rep. Peter Schweyer is fully supportive of HB 722 (and SB 22) both in theory and as a co-sponsor. He agrees 
that the state and congressional maps have been gerrymandered to entrench one party and this stands in the 
way of moving forward with worthwhile legislation and fair representation.

Representative Schweyer has also supported Amendments to HB 153 that could bring redistricting reform up 
for discussion. Note, those amendments have been defeated and disallowed by Rep. Metcalfe. He has also 
cosponsored HB 2020, which suggests a similar solution as HB 722, as an additional effort to reform 
redistricting before 2021.
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3. Criminal Justice Reform:   What kind of reforms to bail or police practices would you support so that our
counties reduce costs, the mentally ill are treated more appropriately, addicts get treatment faster, 
and those that will ultimately be found not guilty have fewer impacts on their lives?

Rep. Schweyer agrees with the general reforms endorsed by the League.  Some of those include: more 
recognition of mental health and substance abuse treatment, better funding for probation oversight activities,
better job training like that found in a neighboring county. Issues of expungement of misdemeanors 
committed by young people in order to give them a second chance in life. He also believes in the consideration
of fair justice for those of lower income, minorities and the issues of mass incarceration as well as
strong consideration for the victims of crimes. 

Rep. Schweyer also believes in civil asset forfeiture for those involved in serious crimes, gang-related crimes; 
yet consideration for those who would experience undue hardship from a far reaching exercise of this action.
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4. Environmental Protection:   Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns with regard to 
the production, storage and transport of energy related materials.  More recently there has been 
greater and persistent concern expressed by citizen groups for the safe transport and disposal of toxic 
waste materials from the natural gas industry.  If disposed of in too close a proximity to our drinking 
water sources such as rivers, reservoirs, wells, etc. these materials pose a distinct threat to human 
health as well as environmental health.

Question on the environment as it applies to the gas and oil industry.
Rep. Schweyer seeks to strike a balance between growing an industry that can bring needed revenue and 
economic growth into our state and preservation of the environment. He believes that this can be achieved by
adherence to regulations and an effort to build facilities to process these products near their source, and 
perhaps avoid the need for as many pipelines to transport raw products. This could possibly help the 
environment and provide an economic boost to the municipalities where the wells are located.
Rep. Schweyer also believes that research into the process of fracking and the possible use of hydrogen in 
addition, or instead of water could possibly be conducted with a local firm and a consortium of colleges and 
universities in our state. This would provide for the use of less water, less toxic wastewater
and disposal of such, and less impact on the environment. He also strongly suggested that issues concerning 
the environment and redistricting are best served by grass roots activities since legislation is often
tied up in committee(s) and citizen groups can often have a positive impact on change and moving bills out of 
committee(s).
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