
2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM

INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR

NAME  Michael H. Schlossberg Circle One:  Senator or Representative

DISTRICT NUMBER: __132________ COUNTY(IES)____Lehigh________   PARTY: Dem

RELATIONSHIP WITH LEAGUE: Very cordial, very accessible

LEGISLATIVE AIDES TO CONTACT (Harrisburg & district offices)
 Geoff Brace, gbrace@pahouse.net
 Jean Creedo, jcreedon@pahouse.net (Scheduler), and 
 Nancy Loch, nloch@pahouse.net
 Zickler, Kira L., kzickler@pahouse.net, Legislative Assistant, 717-705-1869

Contact Information
District
Hon. Michael H. Schlossberg
2030 W. Tilghman St. Suite 100
Allentown, PA 18104
(610) 821-5577
Fax: (610) 821-6325

Capitol
Hon. Michael H. Schlossberg
331 Irvis Office Building
PO Box 202132
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2132
(717) 705-1869
Fax: (717) 705-2087

Committee Assignments
Education
Health
Human Services
Transportation

INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEW

DATE OF INTERVIEW:_1-26-18______ NUMBER PRESENT: 3 League members plus Rep. Schlossberg

FORMAT:Office meeting  

LEAGUE NAME__LWV Lehigh County_______________________
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2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM
NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF MEMBER COMPLETING FORM _______

Sue Phillips  610-821-1118             suemph@verizon.net  Other attendees: Marianne Phillips, Gabriel Tuttle

OTHER LEAGUES PARTICIPATING: None
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1. Voting Modernization: 
A. Voter Access Reforms: What reforms would you support to ensure that all eligible voters are 

able to cast a vote in every election? 

Suggested Specific Questions:

o Would you support implementing no-excuse absentee ballot voting (also called optional 
vote by mail)? Why or why not?    Absolutely.  He favors making voting accessible and 
uncomplicated for maximum voter turnout.  He also supports on-line registration.

o Would you support early in-person voting in Pennsylvania? Why or why not?  Yes – he 
suggested it should be mandated by statute, and include the requirement that there be 
many voting centers with standardized hours of operation. 

B. Voter Registration Reforms: What reforms would you support to increase the accessibility and 
accuracy of voter registration, ensure that all eligible voters can register and limit the 
administrative burden on local elections offices?

Suggested Specific Questions:

o Would you support allowing 16 and 17-year-olds to register to vote early when applying for 
a driver’s license? Why or why not?  Definitely

o Would you support allowing 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the time of the general election 
to vote in the primary? Why or why not?  Yes

o Would you support establishing same day registration at polling places? Why or why not?

Yes.

o Would you support establishing automatic voter registration (AVR)? Why or why not? Yes.
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C. Voting Systems Reforms: What reforms or steps would you support to ensure that our voting 

systems are secure and accessible for all eligible voters? 

o Appropriate sufficient funds to support the purchase of up-to-date voting equipment by 
counties (at least $100 million)? 

Yes – it needs to be done.

o Employ voting systems that provide voter-verifiable paper ballot or paper record that the 
voter can verify while in the process of voting?  

Yes, but would want to ensure voter anonymity.
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2. Redistricting Reform:   By a variety of measures, Pennsylvania’s districts are among the most 
gerrymandered in the nation. The United States is now the only major democracy that permits 
legislators a major role in drawing electoral districts. Would you support replacing the current 
redistricting processes with a transparent, independent citizens’ commission? Please explain.
Yes.  
Rep. Schlossberg added that he is not in favor of reducing the size of the legislature, which he labeled 
“gerrymandering on steroids.”  Doing so would result in larger legislative districts, which would push 
legislators further away from their constituents.
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3. Criminal Justice Reform:   What kind of reforms to bail or police practices would you support so that our
counties reduce costs, the mentally ill are treated more appropriately, addicts get treatment faster, 
and those that will ultimately be found not guilty have fewer impacts on their lives?
Rep Schlossberg feels we need to increase the treatment options in jails/prisons to treat addicts and 
the mentally ill.  While he is not at this point in favor of legalization of marijuana, he is in favor of the 
decriminalization of possession/use of the drug.

In addressing the issue of the opioid crisis, he suggests the state should look at establishing legal 
injection centers, as Philadelphia and Canada have successfully done.  We also need to look at and 
address the root causes of opioid addiction – poverty, joblessness. 

We discussed with Rep. Schlossberg the issues of expunging the records of those found not guilty, and 
restoring voting rights to felons after their sentence has been served.  He responded positively to these
suggestions.
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4. Environmental Protection:   Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns with regard to 

the production, storage and transport of energy related materials.  More recently there has been 
greater and persistent concern expressed by citizen groups for the safe transport and disposal of toxic 
waste materials from the natural gas industry.  If disposed of in too close a proximity to our drinking 
water sources such as rivers, reservoirs, wells, etc. these materials pose a distinct threat to human 
health as well as environmental health.

At the same time Pennsylvania citizens living and working close to natural gas production wells have 
presented similar degrees of concerns for the safety of the air that they breathe as well as their 
children and animals.

How will you and can you respond in words and with actions that will demonstrate your understanding
and your commitment to securing a safe, healthy environment as well as an economically viable 
platform for practical and productive employment opportunities for Pennsylvanians?
Rep. Schlossberg  commended Gov. Wolf for making gains on environmental regulatory issues in PA.  
However, DEP staffing is at an all time low, making enforcement difficult.    PA should be taxing shale 
gas extraction.

However – the permitting process currently in use is cumbersome to all involved, resulting in long wait 
times.  This makes it difficult for energy companies to make long term plans.

Rep. Schlossberg responded “With my votes and public statements” when asked how he will 
demonstrate his commitment to environmental issues.  He voted “yes” on the Marcellus Shale tax, 
votes with the Sierra Club on most issues.
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