
2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM

INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEW

DATE OF INTERVIEW March 23, 2018 NUMBER PRESENT 4

FORMAT (Office meeting, coffee, luncheon, general meeting, other)

LEAGUE NAME League of Women Voters of Lehigh County

NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF MEMBER COMPLETING FORM Janet K. Little, President, League of 
Women Voters of Lehigh County, Allentown, PA, Cell: 610-442-1733, Email: jklrd@jklrd.com, Website: 
www.lwvlv.org and, soon, www.lehighcountylwv.org

OTHER LEAGUES PARTICIPATING Constituent, Tom Ulrich, League member, Bethlehem, PA 2035 Fernway Ave.,
Bethlehem 18018 e-mail: Tomulrich41@gmail.com

INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR

NAME Jeanne. McNeill Circle One: Representative

DISTRICT NUMBER: 133 COUNTY(IES) Lehigh   PARTY: D

DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT [urban, rural, suburban; major employer(s) or industry(ies)]

Retail, the Lehigh Valley Mall and Whitehall Mall, other shopping centers north of Allentown and Rt. 22.

RELATIONSHIP WITH LEAGUE (accessible)

LEGISLATIVE AIDES TO CONTACT (Harrisburg & district offices)
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/home/member_information/House_bio.cfm?id=1793

District
Hon. Jeanne McNeill
1080 Schadt Avenue
Whitehall, PA 18052
(610) 266-1273
Fax: (610) 266-2126

Michael D. Dee, Chief of Staff to Representative Jeanne McNeill.
Phone: 610-266-1273
Fax: 610-266-2126
Email: mdee@pahouse.net

Capitol
Hon. Jeanne McNeill
101A East Wing
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PO Box 202133
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2133
(717) 772-9902
Fax: (717) 780-4762

Maria Halkias, Legislative Assistant
E-Mail: mhalkias@pahouse.net
Primary Voice: 717-772-9902
Secondary Voice: 717-705-1869
Primary Fax: 717-772-2284

Committee Assignments
Environmental Resources & Energy
Game & Fisheries
Labor & Industry (Rep. McNeill co-sponsored HB1243 Equal Pay Prime Sponsor Brian Sims, D-182, 
Philadelphia, in this committee.)
Local Government

DATE OF INTERVIEW: February 16, 2017 NUMBER PRESENT: 4: The Represenative, Michel Dee, two League 
members, constituent Tom Ulrich and Jan Little

FORMAT (Office meeting)

LEAGUE NAME League of Women Voters of Lehigh County

NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF MEMBER COMPLETING FORM Janet K. Little, President, League of 
Women Voters of Lehigh County, Allentown, PA, Cell: 610-442-1733, Email: jklrd@jklrd.com, Website: 
www.lwvlv.org  

OTHER LEAGUES PARTICIPATING No. District #133 is entirely in Lehigh County.

2

http://www.lwvlv.org/


2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM

1. Voting Modernization: 
A. Voter Access Reforms: What reforms would you support to ensure that all eligible voters are 

able to cast a vote in every election? 

Suggested Specific Questions:

o Would you support implementing no-excuse absentee ballot voting (also called optional 
vote by mail)? Why or why not?  Yes. Excuses for not voting would be reduced.  Voters 
shouldn’t have to offer an excuse to a higher authority.

o Would you support early in-person voting in Pennsylvania? Why or why not? Yes.  It seems 
to be working in a lot of states.   

o Also, discussed legislation to ban legislators from accepting gifts.  Leaving it to the 
legislators to report carries no weight.  Rep. McNeill distinguished between difference 
between campaign donations and figts.  The bill will define “gifts”.  Amendments may 
change the definition.  A good example is accepting invitations to dinners that a legislator 
would not ordinarily afford.  Dinners are a good way to network yet would not want to attend
if listed as a gift.
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B. Voter Registration Reforms: What reforms would you support to increase the accessibility and 
accuracy of voter registration, ensure that all eligible voters can register and limit the 
administrative burden on local elections offices?

Suggested Specific Questions:

o Would you support allowing 16 and 17-year-olds to register to vote early when applying for 
a driver’s license? Why or why not? Yes.  Involving people at a younger age will develop the 
habit of voting.  

o Would you support allowing 17-year-olds who will be 18 at the time of the general election 
to vote in the primary? Why or why not?  No.  Should be 18 years of age.  If we bend this 
rule, it may lead to other rules being broken.

o Would you support establishing same day registration at polling places? Why or why not?  
Yes.  As long as they are registered separately from the people who are already registered 
so registered voters don’t have to wait any longer to vote.

o Would you support establishing automatic voter registration (AVR)? Why or why not?  Yes.  
Defined AVR.  Approximately 8 states such as California and Oregon states have 
experienced a substantial increase in voter registration with AVR.  Discussed how it works, 
that a citizen would be automatically registered unless he/she decides to opt out.  This the 
opposite of how it works at the DMV.  There, the citizen won’t be registered unless he/she 
indicates as such.  

Discussed expedience vs imposition. Advantages of AVR is clean registration database, 
changes recorded better.  However, if the process took place that reveals more than citizen 
desires - where register for public assistance – it may feel like an imposition.  Legislative 
Assistant Michael Dee brought up point that many people may view AVR as interference from 
the government.
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C. Voting Systems Reforms: What reforms or steps would you support to ensure that our voting 
systems are secure and accessible for all eligible voters? 

o Appropriate sufficient funds to support the purchase of up-to-date voting equipment by 
counties (at least $100 million)?  Yes, if able to define source of income to cover cost.  
Smaller municipalities may not be able to afford new and better equipment.

o  Employ voting systems that provide voter-verifiable paper ballot or paper record that the 
voter can verify while in the process of voting?  Yes.  Discussed better voting systems before
purchasing equipment.  An example of a better voting system is one enabling a voter-
marked ballot that enables accurate audit.  
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2. Redistricting Reform: By a variety of measures, Pennsylvania’s districts are among the most 
gerrymandered in the nation. The United States is now the only major democracy that permits 
legislators a major role in drawing electoral districts. Would you support replacing the current 
redistricting processes with a transparent, independent citizens’ commission? Please explain.  The 
Representative supports redistricting reform.  HB722 was the first bill the Representative co-
sponsored.  There are now 110 co-sponsors out of 203 members of the state house in total.  Spoke 
about signing the bill out of Committee in order to vote.
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3. Criminal Justice Reform: What kind of reforms to bail or police practices would you support so that our 
counties reduce costs, the mentally ill are treated more appropriately, addicts get treatment faster, 
and those that will ultimately be found not guilty have fewer impacts on their lives?

The Representative felt that we can’t keep arresting our way out of the opioid epidemic.  Also believes that
educating students earlier about these drugs will contribute to decreasing the incidence of addiction.  Also 
suggested setting up more “addiction high schools” that students could continue education while receiving
treatment for the disease.
The Representative supports decriminalizing possession of marijuana. If a citizen is found not guilty, 
his/her record should be expunged.  

The police need better training to recognize symptoms of mental illness and conditions such as 
seizures. 
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4. Criminal Justice Reform: What kind of reforms to bail or police practices would you support so that our 
counties reduce costs, the mentally ill are treated more appropriately, addicts get treatment faster, 
and those that will ultimately be found not guilty have fewer impacts on their lives?

The Representative felt that we can’t keep arresting our way out of the opioid epidemic.  Also believes that
educating students earlier about these drugs will contribute to decreasing the incidence of addiction.  Also 
suggested setting up more “addiction high schools” that students could continue education while receiving
treatment for the disease.

The Representative supports decriminalizing possession of marijuana. If a citizen is found not guilty, 
his/her record should be expunged.  

The police need better training to recognize symptoms of mental illness and conditions such as seizures.
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5. Environmental Protection: Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns with regard to 
the production, storage and transport of energy related materials.  More recently there has been 
greater and persistent concern expressed by citizen groups for the safe transport and disposal of toxic 
waste materials from the natural gas industry.  If disposed of in too close a proximity to our drinking 
water sources such as rivers, reservoirs, wells, etc. these materials pose a distinct threat to human 
health as well as environmental health.

At the same time Pennsylvania citizens living and working close to natural gas production wells have 
presented similar degrees of concerns for the safety of the air that they breathe as well as their 
children and animals.

How will you and can you respond in words and with actions that will demonstrate your understanding
and your commitment to securing a safe, healthy environment as well as an economically viable 
platform for practical and productive employment opportunities for Pennsylvanians?
The Representative recognizes that Pennsylvania is the only gas producing state that does not levy a 
severance tax on gas drillng.  
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