
2018 LEGISLATIVE INTERVIEW RESPONSE FORM
INFORMATION ABOUT LEGISLATOR
NAME Gary Day , Representative
DISTRICT NUMBER: 187 COUNTY(IES) Lehigh, Berks   PARTY: __R___
DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT: rural, suburban; major employer(s) or industry(ies) 
STAFF
 Fisher, Kailee M., Trexlertown     610-760-7082     610-760-7085     kfisher@pahousegop.com
 McQuilken, Kathleen A., Trexlertown     610-760-7082     610-760-7085     kmcquilk@pahousegop.com
 Shifflet, Sharon F., Legislative Secretary ll,  163A EW     717-787-3017     717-705-1951     sshiffle@pahousegop.com

Contact Information
District
Hon. Gary Day
6299 State Route 309
Star Plaza
Suite 302
New Tripoli, PA 18066
(610) 760-7082
Fax: (610) 760-7085

Capitol
Hon. Gary Day
163B East Wing
PO Box 202187
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2187
(717) 787-3017
Fax: (717) 705-1951

Committee Assignments
Insurance
Local Government
Professional Licensure
Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness

INFORMATION ABOUT INTERVIEW

DATE OF INTERVIEW: Thursday, Feb. 1, 2018  NUMBER PRESENT: 3 Rep. Day, Jan Little, Mary Erdman

FORMAT (Office meeting, coffee, luncheon, general meeting, other)

LEAGUE NAME Lehigh County

NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION OF MEMBER COMPLETING FORM: Mary Erdman, 5533 Heather Lane, 
Orefield, 18069 My cell: 610-972-3508
OTHER LEAGUES PARTICIPATING: None but we do share #187 with Berks County
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1. Voting Modernization: 

Rep. Day seeks to find a balance between voter reforms that allow a greater number of citizens to register and
vote, and the avoidance of any possible hacking or voter fraud. He truly cherishes the right and privilege of 
voting and is generally agreeable to voting modernization, early voting (within reason), absentee balloting and 
limited automatic voter registration practices while weighing any opportunities for voter fraud. He applauded 
the work of the League in voter education and expressed his concern that more people vote and vote more 
often.
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2. Redistricting Reform: By a variety of measures, Pennsylvania’s districts are among the most 
gerrymandered in the nation. The United States is now the only major democracy that permits 
legislators a major role in drawing electoral districts. Would you support replacing the current 
redistricting processes with a transparent, independent citizens’ commission? Please explain.

Rep. Day, although admitting that some reforms are necessary, does not agree or support the position of the 
League in our endorsement of HB 722 and SB 22. His major concern, is that the suggested independent 
citizens’ committee is an appointed group and not voted in by the people. Rep. Day also has an issue with a 
politically-appointed position (Secretary of the Commonwealth) making the final choice of the 11 members of 
the proposed citizens’ committee. He continues to work on this issue and develop practical policies
regarding redistricting. He encouraged continued engagement of the League in such issues that increase voter 
knowledge of the issues.
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3. Criminal Justice Reform: What kind of reforms to bail or police practices would you support so that our 
counties reduce costs, the mentally ill are treated more appropriately, addicts get treatment faster, 
and those that will ultimately be found not guilty have fewer impacts on their lives?

Rep. Day admitted the need for effective substance abuse treatment rather than being imprisoned and is 
working on some ideas to make that more meaningful and responsible on the part of the individual. He also 
expressed his concern for mental health issues and agreed that imprisonment is not always the answer; 
however we have to continue the dialogue of what possible solutions government can help provide. He is very
concerned about finding a common sense and fiscally responsible solution to the opioid problem and wants to
seek the opinions of experts in the field before developing policy suggestions. Rep Day also stated that we 
cannot assume that increased funding is necessarily the answer to many of these problems and that personal 
responsibility must be part of the equation.
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4. Environmental Protection: Pennsylvania has a long history of environmental concerns with regard to 

the production, storage and transport of energy related materials.  More recently there has been 
greater and persistent concern expressed by citizen groups for the safe transport and disposal of toxic 
waste materials from the natural gas industry.  If disposed of in too close a proximity to our drinking 
water sources such as rivers, reservoirs, wells, etc. these materials pose a distinct threat to human 
health as well as environmental health.

Question on the environment as it applies to the gas and oil industry.
Rep. Day feels as though he has been a positive force in supporting clean water and other environmental 
issues. His major concern is that before any additional funding would be appropriated for more DEP inspectors
(for water systems), he would suggest a close examination of efficiency practices within DEP. He readily 
admitted that his knowledge of fracking practices is limited but would apply the same process before 
committing any more tax payer funds to DEP for additional inspectors covering fracking activities. He prides
himself in being fiscally responsible and conservative in regards to appropriating funds only when absolutely 
necessary.
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