
 

 

League of Women Voters 

of Lehigh County 

Dear League Members, 
 
Our Program Chair, Mary Erdman, kicked 
off our monthly Hot Topics Luncheon 
season on September 11. The speaker 
was Kathryn Albarelli, Esq., an immigra-
tion attorney with Albarelli and Sturba, 
Allentown, who presented “Immigration 
in the Lehigh Valley” with Alicia 
Dominguez to 32 attendees. Twenty 
members brought a total of six guests. 
Sending press releases to area media 
resulted in six non-members who at-
tended alone, not as guests. One of 
these was Susan McNamara who will 
present “Eliminating Income Disparity” at 
the luncheon on December 11. 
 
It’s a hit! Same restaurant, new room. 
We held the Hot Topics Luncheon in the 
meeting room in the basement of the 
Superior Restaurant. There, we avoided 
the noise from the restaurant, kitchen, 
and train, could hear the speaker better. 

We hope to hold upcoming luncheons in 
this room. 
 

Upcoming Topics 
Look inside for information from Mary 
Erdman about “Immigration in the Le-
high Valley” and Secretary Molly Faust’s 
preview of the topic at the Hot Topics 
Luncheon we will hold on October 9, 
“Election Laws Review.” Inside, an action 
alert from Fritz Walker, Lehigh and 
Northampton Local Group Coordinator, 
Fair Districts PA, mentions an editorial 
written by Bill White about a press con-
ference held in Harrisburg. At the lunch-
eon on November 13, Bill White can ad-
dress this and the results of the Munici-
pal Election. More information about 
these and the rest of our program can be 
found in the Events and Services portion 
of our Facebook account. 
 

Janet K. Little, President 
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SEPTEMBER BOARD NOTES 
 
The Board of the Lehigh County League 
of Women Voters met Thursday, Septem-
ber 14, 2017 at the Woodlands Personal 
Care Home. Here are highlights of the 
meeting. 
 
 Mary Erdman, Program Chair, re-

ported on the excellent attendance at 
the September Hot Topics luncheon 
on Immigration There was discussion 
about how to cover the cost of rent-
ing the downstairs room at the Supe-
rior Restaurant. The upstairs area 
had been provided free of charge but 
is cramped and noisy making it diffi-
cult for speaker presentations. 

 Janet Little, President, said that a 
professor from DeSales College has 
students who want to help with a 
candidates’ forum. At present, our 

League has not received any re-
quests to serve as forum moderators. 

 Barbara Williams, Treasurer, pre-
sented financials for the month of 
August. The balance for the month 
ending August 31, 2017 was 
$16,194.87. 

 Committee Board reports were re-
viewed; no action was taken. 

 Ann Bartholomew reported on the 
search for a new website for our or-
ganization. 

 Janet Little and Mary Erdman pre-
sented a “Facility Checklist” which 
lists requirements for any facility 
housing our luncheon meetings This 
would be available to any member 
who wants to search for another 
luncheon site. 
 

Molly Faust, Secretary 
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FAIR DISTRICTS PA (FDPA) UPDATE 
 
As we have reported in previous issues, one of FDPA’s tac-
tics is to ask the governing bodies of municipalities in our 
Commonwealth to sign a resolution supporting redistrict-
ing reform. We are glad to report that South Whitehall 
Township (SWT) agreed to write a letter, if not an actual 
resolution, to all state legislators who represent areas of 
SWT, asking them to encourage the debate and discussion 
of HB 722 and SB 22. All five Commissioners agreed to 
sign the letter. This decision was a result of Fritz Walker, 
members of FDPA including Terry Schettini and our presi-
dent, Jan Little, attending SWT Commissioners’ meetings 
during the summer. On July 5, they allowed Fritz Walker to 
give a short PowerPoint presentation about the issue of 
gerrymandering during the meeting. FDPA personnel at-
tended subsequent meetings to demonstrate support for 
the outcome. 
 
We have not been as successful with the Upper Macungie 
Township Supervisors (UMT). Jan Little, Mary Erdman, 
Carla Colangelo (area FDPA Administrative Assistant), Fritz 
Walker and members of FDPA attended the Supervisors 
meeting on September 7 along with many UMT residents. 
We decided to attend after I made a last minute call to 

determine that we were on the agenda after all. We had 
expected a different result because of attending the meet-
ing on August 3. Then, Mary and Carla gave verbal testimo-
nies about redistricting reform and how it will benefit the 
municipality. The Supervisors approved a motion that they 
would discuss the issue among themselves before the 
meeting on September 7. And, we would be on the agenda 
to make a formal presentation to the Supervisors. It 
turned out that we were on the agenda but not to give a 
presentation. Instead, the supervisors told us they had 
decided not to support the resolution. They basically had 
no interest, asked no questions, and were very adamant 
about not continuing any more discussions about the 
topic. Supervisor Rader suggested we just submit a peti-
tion to our legislators. Carla responded that citizens have 
already sent letters to the local state representative (Gary 
Day). Supervisor Rader also stated that this was not a rele-
vant topic for the township to discuss yet refused to sched-
ule the formal presentation. It was also clear from com-
ments from other members of the audience that they had 
the same questions and misunderstanding about how a 
bill becomes an act. 
 
(Continued on page 3) 

OCTOBER HOT TOPICS LUNCHEON 
Election Laws in Pennsylvania 
 
Molly Faust, Secretary of the League of Women Voters of 
Lehigh County, and members of her study committee will 
present the second part of the state League’s Election 
Law Review and Update. The topics discussed will be Al-
ternative Election Systems and Primaries. We will get to 
learn about the pros and cons of various election systems 
such as instant runoff voting, cumulative voting, and the 
Borda count. 
 
The rationale for conducting a study on this matter was 
based on the many changes in registration and voting 
technology and election administration. It was agreed that 
the state League’s current election positions needed com-
prehensive review. 
 
Members of the LWVLV study committee are Ken Bau-

mert, Ann Bartholomew, Kathy Stagl, Mary Anne Stinner 
and Ron Clever. Tim Benyo, Lehigh County Registrar will 
be in attendance to help with answering questions. 
 
A follow-up to this presentation will be a consensus meet-
ing held on Wednesday, November 1, 2017, at 10 a.m. at 
the home of Molly Faust and Ken Baumert. At this follow-
up meeting, League members will have the opportunity to 
give guidance to the state League on election issues. 
 
Join us! This is the chance to participate in a study, an 
activity which the League of Women Voters is known for. 
Please register by Thursday, October 5, by emailing lwvle-
high@yahoo.com. The event is free but the cost of the buf-
fet lunch is $11, payable at the door. Note: you can listen 
to the speaker without having lunch. 
 
Molly Faust 
Chair, Election Law Review Committee 

VOTERS GUIDE 
 

Preparation of the Voters Guide for the November munici-
pal election is underway. It will be published by The Morn-
ing Call on Thursday, October 26.  

We will need volunteers to help bundle and distribute the 
extra copies the newspaper gives us for community cen-
ters, libraries, etc. We plan to get together at the Swans’ 
house at 10 a.m. October 26. An email will be sent closer 
to the date giving you more specifics. The team putting the 

material together for this election are Ann Bartholomew, 
Barb Williams, Molly Faust, and Audrey Danek. 

If you know a candidate in a contested race, please ask 
them if they have remembered to send in their response. 

The Voters Guide will be published on our website after our 
deadline to send it to the newspaper has passed. 
 
Ann Bartholomew 
610-967-3653 
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NATURALIZATION 
The next Naturalization ceremony will be held on Thursday, October 14, at 4:00 p.m. in the Old Lehigh County Court-
house. Anyone who wants to know what the Naturalization ceremony is like, is welcome to come. 
 
Many people have the mistaken idea that most new citizens are from Central and South America, but if you attend even 
one ceremony you will see that that is untrue. New citizens come from everywhere in the world. And the happiness that 
you will see once they have taken the oath is a wonderful experience. Since we are a nation of immigrants, you can 
imagine what your ancestors must have felt when they became citizens. 
 
Caryn Shoenthal 

LEAGUE MEMBERS LEARN ABOUT IMMI-
GRATION 
 
The first Hot Topics luncheon of the year was held on 
Monday, September 11, at the Superior Restaurant. At-
torney Kathryn Albarelli, an immigration lawyer, spoke to 
a large audience of 32 about the challenges of immi-
grants and Dreamers under new directives established by 
the Trump Administration. 
 
First, Katie defined the Deferred Action for Childhood Arri-
vals, or DACA program. DACA is a policy created by former 
President Barack Obama in 2012 that protects nearly 
800,000 young people, often called “Dreamers,” from 
deportation and allows them to work legally. Obama 
made this executive action when the administration’s 

push for a broader immigration overhaul in Congress was 
unsuccessful. Today, Republicans in Congress want to 
correct what they felt was “executive overreach” on the 
part of the previous administration. 
 
Then, Katie gave us very specific examples of the proc-
esses and fears that many immigrants and young Dream-
ers must contend with on an ongoing basis. Many of 
these individuals need a great deal of guidance and as-
sistance to navigate the very complicated actions that 
must be completed to advance to naturalization and/or 
an extension of their visas. Katie brought along a 
Dreamer, Alicia Dominguez, whose heartfelt personal 
story enabled the audience to appreciate and understand 
how difficult life can be for young people who worry about 
what the future holds for them. Even though Dreamers 
work and pay taxes, Alicia informed us that she may not 
receive any governmental benefits, healthcare or social 
security unless she is able to become a naturalized citi-
zen. At this time, there is no plan for that to occur unless 
Congress writes legislation. It was such a wonderful op-
portunity to learn more about this topic from two people 
who are right on the front lines of immigration issues. 
Katie will be supplying our members with a list of groups 
that could use help and or volunteers. We will publish 
that list at a later time. 
 
Thank you to all who attended and asked such meaning-
ful questions. The luncheon was a unique opportunity for 
all. 
 
Mary Erdman, Program Chair 

Now, Lehigh County, Whitehall Township, South Whitehall Township, and Lower Macungie Township have all signed the 
resolution in support of FDPA or created their own letter. We, the members of our local League, will continue to work 
with Fritz Walker and FDPA to convince the governing bodies of the remaining municipalities in our county to sign the 
resolution of support for redistricting reform.  
Note: Northampton County and the City of Easton also signed the resolution.  
 
Janet K. Little 

(Continued from page 2) 

FAIR DISTRICTS PA (FDPA) UPDATE 
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BAN FRACKING IN THE 
DELAWARE RIVER BASIN!  
 

On Wednesday September 13, I attended “Ban Fracking 
in the Delaware River Basin! (An OFF-Fossil Fuels Action 
Event)” at Bucks County Community College, Newtown, 
PA. The event was held before and after the Delaware 
River Basin Commission (DRBC) business meeting. Dur-
ing the meeting representatives of the governors of the 
four watershed states were going to consider, for the first 
time, a permanent ban on fracking in the Delaware River 
Basin. This was the result of years of dedicated grass-
roots organizing. In 2011, Clean Water Action and Food & 
Water Watch successfully defeated a plan to open the 
river to fracking. The groups stated that we needed “to 
continue showing the grassroots power that got us here 
by turning out to the meeting and calling for a permanent 
ban!”  
 

 

First, we rallied at 9:30 a.m. out in front of the meeting 
hall to demonstrate our support of the permanent ban. It 
was a good old-fashioned anti-fracking rally with signs, 
songs and strength in numbers. Second, we filed into the 
meeting area.  
 
Good news: Thanks to Yes votes by representatives from 
Pennsylvania, New York and Delaware, the resolution 
passed. (New Jersey abstained and federal government 

voted No.) Regulations will be posted by November 30 for 
public comment. Bad news: Three parts: 1.) ban on frack-
ing in the DRB, 2.) storage and dispersal of fracking 
waste and 3.) removal of water from the Delaware River 
Basin to fracking sites elsewhere.  
 
Individuals who wished to address the commissioners 
during the Open Public Comment after the meeting 
signed up in advance. More than twenty citizens com-
mented that regulations instead of a permanent ban on 
fracking will open the door to loopholes that the drilling 
industry could take advantage of. Given the drilling indus-
try’s record of thousands of fines, there is risk of contami-
nation of the DRB and areas near drilling sites elsewhere. 
That is why the invitation to the event stated that “Now is 
the time for us to finish what we started nearly a decade 
ago. A permanent ban on fracking in the Delaware Basin 
would protect the water for over 15 million people, and 
set another powerful precedent for our growing move-
ment to get off fossil fuels and onto the clean energy 
revolution we so urgently need.”  
 
Next steps: Follow these issues on the DRBC website 
http://www.nj.gov/drbc/. Review the regulations posted 
on November 30 and note the dates of the comment pe-
riod and of the public hearing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Delaware Riverkeeper Network distributed cloth ban-
ners to everyone who attended the demonstration before 
the meeting. Many members of the public brought their 
own signs. Signs were prohibited inside the building.  
 
Janet K. Little, President 

Many demonstrators gave 2‐minute statements during the 
public comment period.  

SENATOR PAT BROWNE’S  
KIDS DISCOVERY EXPO  
 
On Saturday, September 16, our League was one of the 
33 vendors that participated in Senator Pat Browne’s 
12th Annual Kids Discovery Expo held at the Da Vinci 
Science Center. Senator Browne stated in the invitation 
to vendors that it is “important to provide exciting ven-
ues for my constituents to learn about the programs 
and opportunities available to them. Kids Discovery 
Expo is a free event designed to both entertain and 

educate our youth.” Constituents agreed; the Senator’s 
staff distributed 2,400 bags to them as they entered 
the building, leaving many more without bags.  
 
Luckily, our table was wedged between two kid-friendly 
displays staffed by the Lehigh Valley Health Network. 
The slow-moving line gave me a chance to speak to the 
adults and older students about our events and ser-
vices. All I had to do is hold up a copy of the Voters 
Guide from Primary 2017 and give them the League’s 
business card because soon after we send the Guide to 
(Continued on page 5) 
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LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 
MEMBERS OF FAIR DISTRICTS PA, 
 
I hope you saw the terrific coverage by Bill White of Fair 
Districts PA’s press conference on Tuesday, September 
12 in Harrisburg in the Morning Call. If not, here's a link: 
http://www.mcall.com/opinion/white/mc-bw- gerryman-
dering-20170913-story.html 
You can check out a video of the press conference here: 
https://www.facebook.com/fairdistrictspa/ 
 
In a purely political move with no legal basis, legislators, 
particularly in the Pennsylvania Senate, but also in the 
House, are refusing to meet with their constituents about 
HB 722 and SB 22. They are using the League of Women 
Voters Lawsuit over the 2012 maps as their excuse. This 
is baloney. Those are actual maps drawn in the past, and 
we want to talk about a reform process for drawing maps 
in the future. Also, the chairs of the State Government 
Committees are refusing to hold hearings on reform, de-
spite HB 722 being the second most highly co-sponsored 
bill in the entire House Committee. Chair Daryl Metcalfe 
even has the gall to claim no one cares about the issue. 
 
As Bill White points out, here in the Lehigh Valley, Ryan 
Mackenzie, Gary Day, Zach Mako, Marcia Hahn, and Joe 
Emrick have all refused to visibly support this legislation 
by being co-sponsors. If you are a constituent of one of 

these representatives, please take a moment to call and 
ask them to co-sponsor HB 722, and to ask State Govern-
ment Committee Chair Daryl Metcalfe to hold hearings on 
redistricting reform. 
 
Ryan Mackenzie: 610-965-9933 
Gary Day:  610-760-7082 
Zach Mako:  610-502-2710 
Marcia Hahn:  610-746-2100 
Joe Emrick:  610-746-5090 
Darryl Metcalfe:  717-783-1707 (Harrisburg office 
as he represents part of Butler County.) 
 
The only way reform is going to happen is if We, The Peo-
ple, make it an issue with these folks. If you are a con-
stituent of one these legislators, please call and tell them 
you want them to support redistricting reform! 
 
Fritz Walker 
Lehigh and Northampton Local Group Coordinator, Fair 
Districts PA 
Tel.: 610-442-5104 
 

Politicians drawing political districts is like 
the fox guarding the hen house. 

Support redistricting reform! 
 
Janet K. Little 
President-LWVLC 

SENATOR PAT BROWNE’S KIDS DISCOVERY EXPO 

the Morning Call, we post it on our website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What other needs were met by the display? The Sena-
tor’s staff sent a couple to me to register the wife to 
vote. A small number of people had already heard of 
“gerrymandering” or Fair Districts PA but all comers 
learned about redistricting reform. Attendees learned 
about the Hot Topics Luncheon program from the table 
copy. I told adults who were working toward citizenship 
that Caryn Shoenthal attended the Naturalization cere-
monies at the county courthouse. Hopefully, the atten-
dees will check out our website and join us and/or join 
FDPA. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Janet K. Little, President 

(Continued from page 4) 

Copies of Guía Paisano from the 
Mexican Consulate 

I enjoyed representing our local 

League to the public 

Our Voters Guide is a well‐regarded 

publication. 



 

 

League of  Women Voters 
of  Lehigh County  

P. O. Box 3275 
Allentown, PA 18106 
610-432-1456 
LWVPA Hotline: 1-800-692-7281 
 
President: Janet Little, 
610-398-7228 
610-442-1733 (cell) 
Membership: Margie Dunn, 
610-298-8946 

 
Caryn Shoenthal, Editor 
Email: CarynMC1030@gmail.com 
Phone: 610-261-0596 

We’re on the Web! 
www.lwvlv.org 
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Have you changed your email address? Or any other contact information? Please keep us up-
to-date on how to make sure you receive information from us. Use lwvlehigh@yahoo.com to let 
us know of any changes. 

CHANGES? 


