
 

 

League of Women Voters 

of Lehigh County 

Dear League Members: 
 
We are continuing the challenging 
pace to provide the public with the in-
formation and tools to participate in 
the democratic process.   
 
Voters Guide for the 2017 Municipal 
Election  
By the time this issue is published, the 
Voters Guide will have been compiled 
by Ann Bartholomew, posted on our 
website and published by the Allen-
town Morning Call. Many members 
picked up copies at the “bundling 
event” hosted - and bundled! - by the 
Swans and distributed them to public 
and private concerns throughout Le-
high County. Photos from the event 
appear on our Facebook account. 
Thank you to everyone who made this 
well-regarded resource available to 
local voters. 
 
Guia de los Votantes Allentown 
The Morning Call translated the Voters 
Guide into Spanish for Allentown resi-
dents and gave us 200 copies to dis-
tribute. The newspaper posted the   
Guia on their website and made 
printed copies available in a box near 
the front entrance to the Morning Call 
building. 
 
2018-2019 Government Directory for 
Lehigh County 
We will soon mail letters to local busi-
nesses about the opportunity to do-
nate funds to our education fund to 
cover the cost of publishing this valu-
able resource. Can you recommend a 
local business, please?  Please send 
the name and complete address of the 
company including the name and posi-
tion of the contact person to our Secre-
tary, Molly Faust.   

Hot Topics Luncheons 
Our monthly Hot Topics Luncheon sea-
son continued October 9 in the ban-
quet room at the Superior Restaurant 
in Emmaus. Molly Faust presented the 
second part of the state League’s lat-
est position, “Election Law Review,” to 
twenty members. The presentation 
was the first of two steps of our 
League’s review of this position. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill White, Morning Call columnist, will 
present “Election Results” at our Hot 
Topic luncheon on November 13. In 
this newsletter, Chris Herbener de-
scribes the program further. 
 
More information about this and the 
remaining Hot Topics lunches we have 
scheduled can be found in the Events 
and Services section of our Facebook 
account. A flyer about this luncheon 
that you can download and post at 
your workplace or club will appear on 
the website. 
 
We are continually working with the 
Superior Restaurant management to 
improve the facilities for our lunch-
eons. For example, they now offer the 
PowerPoint projector that Molly used 
on October 9 and staff who helped us 
to set it up to project onto their screen. 
We have requested more rectangular 
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OCTOBER BOARD NOTES 
 
The Board of the Lehigh County League of Women Vot-
ers met Thursday, October 12, 2017 at the Woodlands 
Personal Care Home. Here are highlights of the meeting. 
 
 Mary Erdman, Program Chair, reported that the 

panel discussion on gerrymandering planned for 
next spring by the East Penn and Western Lehigh 
Chambers of Commerce has been dropped. Our 
League initially had been asked by the chambers to 
help organize this discussion, but the organizations 
decided in the end not to hold the event. 

 Barbara Williams, Treasurer, presented financials for 
the month of September. The balance for the month 
ending September 30, 2017 was $15,988.34. Bar-

bara also reviewed the Treasurer’s Report which 
covered income and expenses for the first quarter of 
this fiscal year. 

 Committee Board reports were reviewed; no action 
was taken. 

 Ann Bartholomew said that compilation and typing 
of the Voters Guide had been completed and sent to 
The Morning Call for printing. Bundling Day is Thurs-
day, October 26. 

 Janet Little asked board members to save the date 
of Friday, January 12, 2018 for a public information  
meeting put on by Fair Districts PA at the First Pres-
byterian Church. Our League will help with this. 

 
Molly Faust 
Secretary 

NOVEMBER HOT TOPICS LUNCHEON 
“ELECTION RESULTS” 
SPEAKER: BILL WHITE, COLUMNIST, ALLENTOWN MORNING CALL 
NOVEMBER 13, 11:30 A.M. 
SUPERIOR RESTAURANT IN EMMAUS in the banquet room downstairs. 
If you need assistance using the stairs, we will help you. 
 
The next Hot Topics Luncheon is on Monday, November 13. Bill White, Columnist, Allentown Morning Call, expects to talk 
about the very slow pace of government reform in Pennsylvania, including redistricting reform, in addition to the election 
results. He will most likely focus that discussion primarily on the Allentown mayor’s race. What an opportunity to speak 
with this engaging speaker!  More information about this and upcoming Hot Topics can be found in the Events and Ser-
vices portion of our Facebook account. 
 
The public is invited!  Please tell your family, colleagues and friends. 
 
The luncheon will be held in the banquet room at the Superior Restaurant in Emmaus. It will begin at 11:30 a.m. We 
hope many of you will join us. This is a very timely and important topic. To make a reservation, please contact criz-
zy49@yahoo.com or call 610-432-1456 by Thursday, November 9. The cost of the buffet luncheon is $11 payable at 
door or you may listen to speaker without lunch. http://www.lwvlv.org/  
 
Chris Herbener 
LWVPA Membership Committee 
610-928-7139 
crizzy49@yahoo.com 
 

OCTOBER HOT TOPICS LUNCHEON: ELECTION LAW REVIEW 
 
“Approval Voting,” “The Borda Count,” “Range Voting,” were some of the terms covered at the Hot Topics luncheon meet-
ing on October 9, 2017 at the Superior Restaurant. Molly Faust, who chaired the local League’s study committee on Elec-
tion Law, made the presentation using the power point provided by the League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania. 
 
The purpose of this talk was to present the second half of an LWVPA study covering alternative election systems and pri-
maries. League members will have a chance to register their opinions at a consensus meeting to be held later. The state 
League’s position on election law had last been reviewed in 1960, over 50 years ago. Since that time, voting technology 
and election administration have changed greatly. The state League felt it was time to update our position on this matter. 
 
The terms listed above relate to the various election systems which constitute alternatives to the current plurality or 

(Continued on page 6) 
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FDPA - “RECLAIMING OUR DEMOCRACY” 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 
 
Local FDPA leaders Carla Colangelo and Fritz Walker, and 
Lehigh County League members Mary Erdman and Terry 
Schettini attended the pre-seminar leadership confer-
ence for group leaders and public speakers, on Friday 
October 13th in Harrisburg. The conference was emceed 
by Mr. Drew Walker, member, and a professional speaker 
and life coach who discussed the culture, motivation and 
action created through effective leadership techniques. 
 
Carol Kuniholm, co-founder of FDPA, updated the “state” 
of FDPA and supplied a much-needed boost of motivation 
to the group. Carol also discussed the significance of the 
LWV lawsuit which will be heard by the Supreme Court of 
PA sooner than expected using a legal move referred to 
as a “King’s Bench Appeal.” This is an appeal made di-
rectly to the Supreme Court of PA that requests a more 
immediate decision based on a timely need for a resolu-
tion, in this case, for the 2018 election season. This is a 
very significant action and hopefully will result in a posi-
tive outcome for the LWV, FDPA and the voters of Penn-
sylvania. 
 

Two other speakers, members of FDPA, spoke about spe-
cific techniques and activities for boosting members, vol-
unteerism and diverse levels of activism. Those speakers 
were Kate Doyle of Montgomery County and Rebecca 
Womack of the West Philadelphia group (Philadelphia 
has seven active groups). 
 
The guest speaker, Mr. Jose Woss, a professional lobbyist 
in Washington and employed by the Friends Committee 
on National Legislation, spoke about advocacy and practi-
cal lobbying techniques. His vast experience in Washing-
ton, DC, was extremely interesting and helpful to the work 
that needs to be continued on SB 22 and HB 722, which 
will ultimately change the procedure of redrawing district 
lines to an independent and less political process. The 
day was a very educational and beneficial experience. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mary Erdman 
Action Chair 

RECLAIMING OUR DEMOCRACY: THE 
PENNSYLVANIA CONFERENCE TO END 
GERRYMANDERING 
 
On Saturday, October 14, more than 275 supporters 
participated in the first statewide conference hosted by 
Fair Districts PA (FDPA) to support citizen advocates 
working to fundamentally change the way state and con-
gressional legislative districts are drawn in Pennsylvania. 
The goal is to end the practice of politicians selecting 
their voters and return that power to the voters where it 
belongs. 
 
Carol Kuniholm, FDPA Chair, opened the morning ses-
sion with inspirational remarks and some facts about 
FDPA: 

 FDPA continues to be volunteer run with many pro-
fessionals donating their time to work on the web-
site, marketing materials, and many of the duties 
needed to run a successful organization.  

 The bulk of revenue driving FDPA comes from indi-
vidual donations averaging $35.00. 

 Several small to medium sized grants have been 
received from foundations. 

 While most of the work has been done by volun-
teers, when no qualified volunteers were available a 
few essential tasks have been done by consultants. 

Six plenary sessions were held during the morning: 

Reforming the Process 
Kathay Feng, CA Common Cause & National Common 
Cause, gave an overview of the rationale for independ-
ent commissions, reform, and results in California and 
ongoing efforts across the states. 
 
Kathay dispelled many of the myths about redistricting 
reform and citizen commissions: 

 The citizens selected came from diverse back-
grounds such as business, work-at-home parent, 
nonprofit leaders, and a former Census Director. 

 All maps were approved unanimously or with just 
one dissenting vote. 

 
Her advice included … build unusual alliances (several 
groups who are on opposite sides of several issues saw 
clearly the common ground on this issue), agree on mis-
sion and principles (see FDPA website for these!), be 
ready for opportunities, and lift people’s stories (they 
often can cut thru the fog created by statistical argu-
ments). 
 
Amending the PA Constitution, remarks by legislators 
We heard from Representative Steve Samuelson, D-135, 
primary sponsor of HB722, and Representative Matt 
Bradford, D-70, Montgomery County, who is the Minority 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Chair of the House State Government Committee. Repre-
sentative Samuelson reviewed some of the history of 
redistricting in Pennsylvania and its problems under the 
current system. He also spoke about the positive proc-
esses set up by HB722 and gave examples as well as 
rebuttals of reasons legislators are using to not support 
the bill. He urged all Pennsylvania citizens to contact 
Representative Daryl Metcalfe, R-12, in Butler County, 
Majority Chair of the House State Government Commit-
tee, and urge him to hold hearings on the bill. The tele-
phone number of Metcalfe's district office in Cranberry 
Township is (724) 772-3110. The telephone number of 
his office in Harrisburg is (717) 783-1707. In matters 
regarding his role as committee chair Representative 
Metcalfe serves all Pennsylvania residents, so you have 
every right to call him! 
 
Samuelson described how the need for redistricting re-
form now is even more important in case the bill seeking 
to reduce the number of legislators should pass and be-
come law. Many districts would be merged and elimi-
nated, giving legislative leaders even more power to re-
ward and punish their legislative rank and file members. 
 
Gubernatorial Candidates’ Perspectives 
Mary Isenhour, Campaign Manager for Governor Wolf, 
was the sole speaker in this session and relayed Gover-
nor Wolf’s support for redistricting reform. 
 
Gerrymandering Standards and their Role in Litigation 
Thomas Wolf from The Brennan Center for Justice gave a 
brief history of cases that have reached the U.S. Su-
preme Court, the current cases working their way 
through the federal system, the four reasons why ex-
treme political gerrymandering is unconstitutional and 
some of the legal arguments being used in the cases. 
 
The LWV v. the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Ben Geffen, Public Interest Law Center, gave a brief his-
tory of cases that have reached the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court and the current case in the state court sys-
tem brought by LWVPA and other plaintiffs, and men-
tioned a separate case regarding Pennsylvania’s redis-
tricting process that has been filed in federal court. 
 
Draw the Lines: Preview of a Citizen’s Mapping Initiative 
David Thornburgh and Chris Satullo from the Committee 
of Seventy (a Philly-based good government group) en-
gaged in an entertaining dialogue that did an excellent 
job of explaining a project they have started to provide 
free and easy-to-use software and hold competitions 
open to the public to create their own electoral maps. 

 
 
Six afternoon breakout sessions allowed time for more 
in-depth learning on key topics: 

 Redistricting 201: Economic Impacts, New Re-
search, and FAQs 
Carol Kuniholm discussed several recent studies that 
describe the negative economic impacts of legisla-
tive gridlock in Pennsylvania and the USA. 

 Advocacy and Lobbying from an Apolitical Perspec-
tive, Jose Woss, Friends Committee on National Leg-
islation 

 Draw the Lines: A Closer Look, David Thornburgh 

 Outreach Initiatives: Resolutions, Polling Place Peti-
tion Drive & Other Next Steps, Jamie Mogil, FDPA 
Resolutions Coordinator; Rebecca Womack, West 
Philly FDPA 

 Social Media and Messaging: Best Practices for 
Growing Your Base across Diverse Demographics, 
Albert Eisenberg, Digital Marketer & Social Media 
Strategist 

 A Deeper Conversation on Litigation and Gerryman-
dering Standards, Thomas Wolf, Ben Geffen 

 
The day ended with a panel discussion on The Indefeasi-
ble (non-forfeitable) Right to Reform. The panelists in-
cluded 
 Patrick Beaty (moderator) – Director of Legislative 

Strategy, FDPA 
 Khalif Ali – Director of Public Policy and Advocacy, 

The Pittsburgh Foundation 
 Kathy Feng – Executive Director of CA Common 

Cause, National Redistricting Director Common 
Cause 

 Michael Pollack – Executive Director, March on Har-
risburg 

 Albert Eisenberg – communications consultant, for-
mer Communications Director for the Philadelphia 
Republican Party 

 Terry Schettini – member, LWVLC, and member of 
FDPA speakers bureau. 

 
Terry Schettini 
 

(Continued from page 3) 
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DO YOU KNOW HOW LEAGUE CONSENSUS 
POSITIONS ARE USED? 
 
The LWV Greater Hazleton Area, where I was a two-term 
president, decided to study Public Transportation. The 
ancient, filthy, barely adequate buses that were almost 
impossible to repair and were de rigueur in the Hazleton 
Area were the impetus for the study. Because of the 
study and reaching consensus on several points the 
League believed new or newer buses were absolutely 
necessary for the safety of the residents. The city of 
Hazleton agreed but funding in an economically de-
pressed area was and is extremely difficult to find.  
 
Frequently in the past, local Hazleton area municipalities 
had tried to find the necessary funds, which included 
requesting assistance from the county, to no avail. Hazle-
ton, in the south, and Wilkes-Barre, in the north, are both 
situated in Luzerne County. Wilkes-Barre happens to be 
the county seat and is situated alongside the Susque-
hanna River. The Hurricane Agnes flood in 1972 was dev-
astating to many municipalities along that river including 
Wilkes-Barre. Not long after the storm cleanup, federal 
funds “flooded” into the county government. A few 
months later, brand new buses appeared on the streets 
in the Wilkes-Barre area with Luzerne County Transit Au-
thority emblazoned on their sides. The southern areas of 
the county’s citizens were dismayed because Hazleton, 
which is in Luzerne County, didn’t get any assistance with 
their buses despite multiple requests in the past. Were 
the old buses junked, where did they go? They were sit-
ting in a county parking lot idle. 
 

Because the League studied the issue of public transpor-
tation, reached consensus and had positions regarding 
the broken-down equipment, the League was armed with 
a logically thought out position that we could use in this 
situation. First, the League along with the local munici-
palities, lobbied the Luzerne County Commissioners for 
assistance with more suitable public transportation again 
for their constituents in the Hazleton Area. The result, the 
idle buses from Wilkes-Barre were provided for use in the 
Hazleton Area. The buses weren’t new as we’d hoped but 
residents in our area had newer transportation they no 
longer got dirty sitting down or worry if they’d get home 
by using the bus. 
 
This situation is repeated in numerous municipalities, 
counties and in the national government where the 
Leagues are located. A few years ago, LWVPA as the lead 
organization, and many others sued the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania to stop the legislature from implement-
ing the hastily written Voter ID legislation. With little time 
and lack of proper supplies to carry out the Voter ID Law, 
making it nearly impossible to comply, the courts agreed 
and Pennsylvania was stopped from moving forward.   
We don’t always succeed, of course, but being properly 
prepared with grass roots developed positions in the 
League’s arsenals, we do whatever we can to influence 
legislation and programs for the betterment of communi-

ties on all levels of government.  
 
Chris Herbener 

FDPA DELAWARE COUNTY 
 
On October 3, Mary Erdman and Janet Little attended a 
panel presentation “How the Industry of Politics is Failing 
American Business – How Redistricting Reform Can 
Help” put on by FDPA Delaware County. Hugh Roberts 
paid for and hosted the event. 
 
After the presentations, Moderator: Craig Ey, Editor in 
Chief, Philadelphia Business Journal, fielded questions 
from the audience to the panel. From left to right: Craig 
Ey; David Thornburgh, President, Committee of Seventy; 
Carol Kuniholm, Executive Director, Fair Districts PA; and 
Katherine Gehl, Co-author of Harvard Business School 
review on American Competitiveness, Political Innovation 
Activist, Former President & CEO, Gehl Foods, Inc.   
 

For the PDF version of Katherine Gehl’s study, Why Com-
petition In The Politics Industry Is Failing America, go to: 
http://www.hbs.edu/competitiveness/Documents/why-
competition-in-the-politics-industry-is-failing-america.pdf 
 
 

For a good article about this event, Why Philadelphia 
business should care about gerrymandering in Pennsyl-
vania, go to: https://www.bizjournals.com/philadelphia/
news/2017/10/10/gehl-gerrymandering-duopoly-
thornburg-drawlines-pa.html#i1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Janet K. Little 
President LWVLC 
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Have you changed your email address? Or any other contact information? Please 
keep us up-to-date on how to make sure you receive information from us. Use 
lwvlehigh@yahoo.com to let us know of any changes. 

CHANGES? 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

tables so attendees can be closer to the speaker.    
 
Do you know of any other public facility that could be used for our luncheons? If 
so, please contact me for the Hot Topics Luncheon Potential Facility Specifications 
Checklist. 
 
Janet K. Little, President 

(Continued from page 1) 

NATURALIZATION 
 
The next Naturalization ceremony will be held on Thursday, December 7, at 4:00 
p.m. in the Old Lehigh County Courthouse. Anyone who wants to know what the 
Naturalization ceremony is like, is welcome to come. I apologize to any who at-
tempted to attend the last Naturalization in October. I entered the wrong date on 
the  calendar, as well as in the article about the ceremony. This date is the correct 
date, time and place. 
 
I hope you will attend. This is the last ceremony for 2107. Everyone of the ceremo-
nies, large or small, is a moving experience for those of us who forget why this 
country is great 
 
Caryn Shoenthal 

“winner take all” system which is used in most state and local elections. It was 
pointed out that the state and national Leagues have no position at all on alterna-
tive election systems. 
 
Some of the principles which guided this review included the following: 1) an under-
standing that voting is a fundamental citizen right; 2) elections should be fair and 
secure; 3) voters should have meaningful choices; 4) election policies should be 
aimed at achieving universal voter participation, and 5) every vote should count and 
every vote should matter. 
 
There was time for discussion at the end of the presentation. Tim Benyo, Registrar 
for Lehigh County, attended the luncheon and was available to answer questions. A 
consensus meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 1, 2017 10 a.m. at the 
home of Molly Faust and Ken Baumert.   

(Continued from page 2) 
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McNabb’s Service & Repairs 
Automotive Excellence since 1958 
 

 
 
 

 

4948 Hamilton Blvd. 
Allentown PA 18106 
610-398-1324   610-395-0444 
www.McNabbsServiceCenter.com 
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Membership dues include membership 
in the League of Women Voters of the 
United States (LWVUS) and the 
League of Women Voters of Pennsyl-
vania (LWVPA) and a subscription to 
the local and state Voter. 

League dues and contributions are not 
tax-deductible as a charitable dona-
tion. 

Contributions to the LWV Education 
Fund (LWVEF) are tax-deductible. 

Membership in the League of Women 
Voters is open to all citizens. Voting 
members must be at least 16 years old. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY 
 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
 
Street _____________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip  _____________________________________________ 
 

Please make check payable to 
LWVLC and mail to: 
 LWVLC 
 c/o Margie Dunn 
 8411 Carpet Road 
 New Tripoli, PA 18066 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

League of Women Voters of Lehigh County 

P.O. Box 3275 

Allentown PA  18106 

ANNUAL DUES $70.00 individual 
2016-2017 $105.00 household 
 $25.00 full-time student 

Contact membership secretary Margie Dunn 
for details of pro-rated dues amounts. 
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