
 

 

League of Women Voters 

of Lehigh County 

Dear League Members, 
 
We have been spending the summer 
planning and starting our initiatives for 
the new term.   
 
Our Program Chair, Mary Erdman, con-
firmed the speakers for all eight of our 
monthly Hot Topics Luncheons starting 
on September 11. The speaker is Kathryn 
Albarelli, Esq., an immigration attorney 
with Albarelli and Sturba, Allentown, who 
will present “mmigration in the Lehigh 
Valley.”  Ron Clever, Public Relations 
Chair, has sent press releases to area 
media so members of the public and the 
press know they are welcome. 
 
Same restaurant, new room 
We will hold the first Hot Topics Lunch-
eon in the meeting room in the basement 
of the Superior Restaurant. There, as we 
will avoid the noise from the restaurant, 
kitchen and train, we will be able to hear 
the speakers better. The stairway to the 

meeting room is near the front desk. We 
will offer assistance down and back up 
the stairs to any attendee who needs it. 
 

Passing the torch 
Susan Phillips has ended her decades of 
service sending e-invitations to current 
and past members about the topics of 
upcoming Hot Topics Luncheons, listing 
names of those who sent RSVPs and ac-
cepting payments at lunch. Chris Her-
bener offered to take on this responsibil-
ity. We appreciate Susan’s dedication to 
this important role and Chris Herbener 
for continuing this service. RSVPs can 
now be sent to  
crizzy49@pa.metrocast.net. 
 
A big thank you to Jessica Ryan for serv-
ing as Action Chair for the first quarter of 
the term. During this time, she forwarded 
action alerts from Fair Districts PA and 
contacted the City of Allentown Planning 
Commission about a proposed housing 
development on South Mountain. In an 
article in this issue, Jessica describes 
observing the Mexican Consulate in Phila-
delphia conduct “Consulado Móvil” in 
Allentown on July 29. 

 
Mary Erdman will now serve as Action 
Chair, mainly as liaison with Fair Dis-
tricts PA in Lehigh County. One of our 
members, Terry Schettini, joined the 
FDPA speakers’ bureau and gave a 
presentation at a well-attended East 
Penn Democratic Club Meeting on July 
16. We have supported FDPA’s re-
questing of the board of supervisors 
of Lehigh County municipalities to 
vote “yes” for a resolution to support 
redistricting reform. 
 

Thanks to Ann Bartholomew, we have 
been fortunate to have a fine website for 
several years. However, Ann suggested 
(Continued on page 4) 
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AUGUST BOARD NOTES 

The Board of the Lehigh County League of Women Voters 
met Thursday August 10, 2017, at the Woodlands Per-
sonal Care Home. Here are highlights of the meeting. 
 
 Website Conversion Project: Brigid Deegan, a student 

intern, and Ann Bartholomew are in the process of 
setting up a new website for our League. The board 
approved expenditures for this after the July board 
meeting by e-vote. 

 Voter’s Guide: Ann Bartholomew reported that she 
will be looking for help with the Fall Voters’ Guide. 

 LWVPA Election Laws Review and Update: Molly 
Faust agreed to chair this study and is in the process 
of putting together a study committee. A presentation 
will be made at the Hot Topics luncheon in prepara-
tion for a consensus meeting to be held in early No-
vember. 
 

Molly Faust 
Secretary 

SEPTEMBER HOT TOPICS LUNCHEON 
IMPACT OF IMMIGRATION  
ON THE LEHIGH VALLEY 
SPEAKER: KATHRYN ALBARELLI 
 
September 11, 2017, is the date of the first Hot Topics 
luncheon of the League year being held by the League of 
Women Voters of Lehigh County.  We are very fortunate 
to have Kathryn Albarelli, an Allentown-based immigra-
tion attorney, speak to us about the “Impact of Immigra-
tion on the Lehigh Valley.” Kathryn specializes solely in 
immigration law, having worked with Catholic Charities, a 
Philadelphia-based law firm, and now she and her law 
partner have started their own law firm in the Lehigh Val-
ley – Albarelli & Stirba, LLC. 
 
Her talk will focus on many issues facing local immigrants, national policies and their local impact on cities, and vari-
ous issues related to immigration and reform efforts. Alicia Dominguez will also speak as someone who has a great 
immigration story of her own. What a fantastic opportunity to have a speaker as well as someone who has “lived” a 
story for us to hear as well. The luncheon will be held at the Superior Restaurant in Emmaus. It will begin at 11:30 and 
the luncheon will cost $11.00 per person. We hope many of you will join us. This is a very timely and important topic. 
 
To make a reservation for this luncheon please call Chris Herbener at 610-928-7139, or email her at 
crizzy49@yahoo.com. 

Mary Erdman, Program Chair 

GOVERNMENT DIRECTORY DONOR LISTING 
 
It is time to be thinking about the Government Directory 
Update - 2017-2018. As you know, this publication pro-
vides information for citizens who want to contact elected 
officials in our area. It is a well-received public service pro-
vided free of charge by the League. The printing costs are 
covered by donations from our members to the LWV-
Education Fund and by contributions from area businesses. 
 
We are updating and adding to our mailing list of potential 
contributors. Businesses that helped underwrite printing 
costs for the 2016-2017 Directory were the Air Products 

Foundation, Fishburn Realty, Lehigh County Medical Soci-
ety and the Waterfront Development Company. We want to 
expand this list. 
 
Can you give us the name and address of a company who 
might be willing to contribute to this worthy product? Con-
tributors’ names will be recognized in the directory. Names 
and addresses can be emailed to Molly Faust at 
mfaust11@ptd.net. 
 
Molly Faust 
Secretary 
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MOBILE CONSULATE 
 
Roberta Winters, Suzanne Almeida and Beverly Hernandez 
went to the Mexican Consulate in Philadelphia on June 
14th to learn if and how the League of Women Voters 
could help illegal immigrants and their families if and/or 
when they were deported. We learned a lot about the cur-
rent situation and what the Latin population needs.  
 
The Consulate helps many Latin groups since it is one of 
the few Latin Consulates in Pennsylvania. They provide ID 
cards, birth certificates and passports for Mexicans as well 
as information on rights, health services, legal services, 
and how to interact with immigration authorities. We 
learned about “Plan B” that helps women and families 
whose loved ones may have been deported, and how we 
might help communicate alternative options and strate-
gies to immigrants.  
 
Carlos Torres is the Consul for Media and Promotion. We 
were free to speak with him in late July once we learned 
that the Pennsylvania League does not have an issue with 
our support of this program. Sr. Torres had already 
planned a mobile Consulate for four hours on July 29 at 
Community Services for Children on Hanover Avenue in 
Allentown. The purpose of the event was to provide infor-
mation, legal services, Mexican ID cards or passports, and 
application for Mexican birth certificates to local and mi-
grant Mexicans as well as other interested persons of 
Latin descent.  
 
We were amazed to see how the basement of the building 
was transformed into a mini-consulate with passport cam-
eras, computers and legal stations all run by Consulate 

staff. This event had been set up about a year ago and 
appointments had been offered to Mexicans who need 
services and would otherwise not have been able to get to 
Philadelphia. There were booths for learning about work-
ers’ labor rights and medical malpractice, social security 
and taxes (taxpayer advocacy), auto accidents; financial 
predators and scams targeting the Latino community 
(manned by specialized attorneys); means to deal with 
domestic violence or sexual harassment or assault in the 

workplace; and how to deal with the authorities. There 
were tables providing information on educational opportu-
nities, buying a home, equal opportunity and worker dis-
crimination, and workplace safety (OSHA), defense against 
deportation, and “Plan B” (more on Plan B in a moment). 
 
There was an imposing local policeman present to connect 
with the community and Mayor Pawlowski arrived midway 
to distribute flyers on the “Mayor’s Office of Immigration 
Services” based on a grant which assists immigrants in 
Allentown. Assistance is given in the areas of child welfare, 
translation, citizenship, naturalization, and obtaining green 
cards and passports. The form displayed three languages. 
www.allentownpa.gov/immigration. 
 
I learned from Damaso Albino Jr., Director of Pennsylvania 
Migrant Education, Region 3 (which includes Northampton 
County) that there are over 5000 migrant children in Penn-
sylvania and that half of them are local to Lehigh, Berks, 
Northampton, Monroe and Carbon counties. I learned that 
President Obama had signed into law the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Act that is a form of tempo-
rary deportation relief for undocumented immigrants who 
meet certain criteria. I understand it applies to undocu-
mented immigrants ages 16 to 21 at the time of signing 
who number about 10 to 12 million now. 
 
The League is being asked to help distribute valued infor-
mation and help in “Plan B.”  What would be an emer-
gency plan for undocumented families in impending and 
actual deportation?  What happens to the children to 
avoid Children and Youth involvement? Designating some-
one in whom you confide to manage money to pay the 
family’s rent and expenditures (e.g., getting a power of 
attorney in place) are examples for planning. Please con-
sider if and how you may wish to become involved in this 
endeavor. 
 
Jessica Ryan 
Member, Action Committee 
 
 
 

MORE MOBILE CONSULATE 
 
The event on July 29 was eye opening. I was so very glad 
that I had the opportunity to see our citizens benefit from 
this service locally instead of having to travel to the immi-
gration office in Philadelphia. 
 
I made a contact from the Philadelphia immigration office, 
Humberto Cruz Guadarrama. He provided me with some 
handouts that we can copy. I also got about fifty informa-
tional booklets that we made available at our table at 
Senator Browne’s Community and Family Expo held on 
August 3.  People took the booklets for themselves or for 
“someone I know.” 

(Continued on page 7) 
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ELECTION LAW REVIEW AND UPDATE 
 
The LWVLV board has decided to participate in the second half of this study which is a comprehensive review of Penn-
sylvania’s election laws. 
 
This study, The Election Law Review and Update, was proposed and passed at the biennial Pennsylvania League of 
Women Voters Convention in June 2015. The materials for this study were developed by a special committee selected 
by the LWVPA board. 
 
Long time League members know that studies are part of League Program which includes all the positions the League 
uses to affect public policy as well as the procedure for adopting these programs. The League cannot act on an issue 
without having studied the issue and come to a consensus agreement on a position. The rationale for conducting a 
study on this matter was based on the many changes in registration and voting technology and election administration. 
It was agreed that the state League’s current election positions needed comprehensive review. 
 
The study is grouped into four broad categories which were divided into two parts: 

1. Voter Registration 
2. Election day procedures 
3. Alternative election systems 
4. Primaries 

We are participating in the second part, which is Alternative Election Systems and Primaries. Our League was very busy 
last year on various projects, among them conducting numerous voter registration events and promoting Fair Districts 
PA. Because of this we did not participate in the first part. 
 
Molly Faust is acting as chair and has put together a small study committee of interested members. The October Hot 
Topics luncheon will be devoted to a presentation of the election law study. A consensus meeting open to all members 
will be held in early November with the results emailed to the state League by December 1. 
 
If you would like more information on this, here is the link to the LWVPA site: https://www.palwv.org/election-laws-
review-and-update/ Contact Molly Faust if you wish to join the study committee – mfaust11@ptd.net  
 
Molly Faust 

that we build a new website using updated programs and responsive, user-friendly features. Brigid Deegan, a new 
member, developed the essential foundation of our new website before she started her sophomore year at Muhlenberg 
College. Next, Ann Bartholomew will continue the development. Look for an announcement about the new website 
soon! 
 
Janet K. Little 
President 

(Continued from page 1) 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

MEMBERSHIP 

Don’t be bashful! Tell your friends about the interesting programs held by our local League, and invite them to come to 
a Hot Topics lunch to find out for themselves. Then, follow up by encouraging them to join. After all, we can do even 
more if we have more people willing to help with all that we do. 

LWV Board 
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CANDIDATE FORUM MODERATOR TRAINING CLASSES 
 
Have you ever wanted to moderate a candidate forum but didn’t know how? This fall, the League of Women Voters of 
Berks County is hosting two League Candidate Forums. 
 
Classes will be taught by Liz Stanley and Renee Dietrich, both veteran League moderators, who will prepare us to 
moderate in two different formats; a live audience and a television studio. Please RSVP (if you have not already) to 
sign up for either or both: 
 
1. Live Audience Training 

The Live Audience Training classroom is WIFI-enabled. Please feel free to bring laptops to take notes. This room 
will accommodate up to 40 students. You may want to encourage other members to attend to broaden your mod-
erator pool, there is plenty of room. 

 
Penn State Berks “Live Audience” Training 
Date: Saturday, September 16, 10:30-12 noon 
Location: Penn State Berks, 1800 Broadcasting Road, Reading, PA 
Gaige Technology and Business Innovation Building 
Penn State Berks Campus, Rm. 121 
 
Directions to Gaige Building: 
Enter from Broadcasting Road. Park in G2 or G3 Parking lot. Take walkway down to Gaige entrance directly behind 
G2. Inside, walk past Cyber Cafe, turn left down first floor hallway. Rm 121 is on left at end of hall. Handicapped en-
trance: From G2, turn left and double back on ramp to Gaige. Use elevators. 
 
2. Television training (Select one of the two dates.) 

BCTV Training Schedule (Television) 
NOTE: RSVP your 1st and 2nd choice. We'll split the group roughly in half. 
 
Session 1: Monday September 18th, 10:30 am-12 noon 
Session 2: Monday September 25, 10:30 am-12 noon 
Location of BCTV: 1900 North 13 Street, Reading, PA 19604 (Parking is in the rear) 

 
We are asking for a $5.00 class fee per student, payable day of class. This will cover materials, classroom reserva-
tion, and incidentals. Leagues may wish to bring one payment. Checks may be made out to the League of Women 
Voters of Berks County.  
 
Please contact Jennifer Hanf for more details. NOTE:  She will be away from August 17 to 24 but will be checking 
email.   
 
Jennifer Hanf 
LWVBC 
484-553-3078 
jenhanf@yahoo.com 

NATURALIZATION 
The next Naturalization ceremony will be held on Thursday, September 14, at 4:00 p.m. in the Old Lehigh County Court-
house. Anyone who wants to know what the Naturalization ceremony is like, is welcome to come. 
 
Many people have the mistaken idea that most new citizens are from Central and South America, but if you attend even 
one ceremony you will see that that is untrue. New citizens come from everywhere in the world. And the happiness that 
you will see once they have taken the oath is a wonderful experience. Since we are a nation of immigrants, you can 
imagine what your ancestors must have felt when they became citizens. 
 
Caryn Shoenthal 
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HELP KEEP THE CONVERSATION GOING 
 
We continue to support the efforts of Fair Districts PA (FDPA) to amend the Pennsylvania constitution in order to es-
tablish an independent redistricting commission. We participate in the following FPDA strategies taking place in Le-
high County.    
 
Two of our members, Mary Erdman and Terry Schettini, joined the speakers’ bureau. Below in this issue, Terry de-
scribes the presentation he gave at a well-attended East Penn Democratic Club Meeting in Emmaus. 
 
According to the latest draft of HB722, four Pennsylvania House members from our county have co-sponsored HB 
722: McNeill, Schlossberg, Schweyer and Simmons.  We need to convince the remaining three state representatives, 
Day, Mako and Mackenzie, to co-sponsor HB 722. Senator Browne has long co-sponsored SB22. 
 
We need to ask our five supportive state legislators to encourage the remaining representatives and senators to co-
sponsor the bill. They also need to encourage the State Government Committees in both chambers to consider further 
action on the bills. None of our state legislators belong to these committees. 
 
Statewide, citizens asked for and encouraged passage of resolutions supporting redistricting reform by counties, abd 
municipalities; the total number of municipal corporations in Pennsylvania is 2,561. Lehigh County has 25 municipali-
ties and, to date, three of these, the City of Bethlehem and the Townships of Lower Macungie and Whitehall, are 
among more than sixty others statewide that have all passed the resolution. FDPA is working with the remaining mu-
nicipalities such as Upper Macungie Township (UMT).  
 
On August 3, board members Jan Little and Mary Erdman attended the UMT Board of Supervisors meeting.  Many 
residents of UMT who are members of FDPA attended. Mary Erdman joined Fritz Walker and FDPA’s point person in 
UMT, Cara Caralangelo, in addressing the supervisors. The result was that Supervisor Kathy Rader made a motion to 
study the issue and place it for discussion on the agenda for the next meeting on September 7. After a long moment, 
another supervisor seconded the motion. The supervisors refused Fritz’s request to make the presentation he gave to 
South Whitehall Township’s Board of Commissioners. 
 
FDPA leaders and members plan to attend future meetings of UMT’s Board to be sure the resolution is on the agenda 
or press for the status of the deliberation. Our League will continue to encourage members who are residents of these 
townships to attend the meetings and/or to write e-mails to the supervisors encouraging them to put the resolution on 
the agenda and vote “yes.” 
 
Janet Little, President 
Mary Erdman, Action Chair, FDPA 

FDPA PRESENTATION	 
 
The East Penn Democratic Club (EDPC) invited Fair Dis-
tricts PA (FDPA) to present an overview of legislative redis-
tricting including solutions being proposed by FDPA at a 
public meeting they were hosting in Emmaus.  About 45 
members of the public and EPDC attended the event. Terry 
Schettini, LWVLC member and volunteer FDPA speaker, 
reviewed the history of gerrymandering, its impacts on dis-
tricts and voters, and why Pennsylvania will be targeted by 
national PACs from both political parties in the state elec-
tions leading up to the 2020 election cycle.  
 
The only way to change how Pennsylvania redraws the 
state and federal legislative districts the year after the cen-
sus is taken, is to amend the state constitution by legisla-
tive action. Terry reviewed the main provisions of two bills 
in the Pennsylvania State Assembly that FDPA endorses: 

SB22 and HB722.  Finally, he reviewed a flier outlining 
where local state legislators stood on the two bills with tips 
on what their constituents could do to help the two bills get 
passed. A lively Q&A session wrapped up the presentation 
when audience members shared their questions and in-
sights into this issue. 
 
FDPA welcomes invitations to speak to civic and faith 
groups as well as municipalities to increase awareness and 
action to promote passage of this constitutional amend-
ment. To learn more about FDPA and to request a speaker, 
please visit www.FairDistrictsPA.com. If you have individual 
questions you would like to discuss, feel free to contact 
Terry at TerrySchettini@gmail.com. 
 
Terry Schettini 



 

 

Volume 66,  No.  1  Page 7 

 
We will apprise you about how you can get involved in the Mobile Consulate the next time it stops in Lehigh County in 
2018. 
 
Notes: immigrants and the children of immigrants account for 5.3 percent of all registered voters nationally, according 
to the American Immigration Council. Overall, the number of Latinos in Pennsylvania grew by 83 percent between 
2000 and 2012, or by an additional 325,572 people, the Scripps Howard Foundation Wire reports. Today, the His-
panic population in our Commonwealth is the 13th largest in the United States. There are 138,000 Mexicans, 1.4% of 
the Pennsylvania population while Latinos make up approximately 6%.  According to the U.S. Census in 2010, 18.8% 
of the population of Lehigh County was Hispanic or Latino. 
 
Beverly Hernandez 
Past President, LWV of Northampton County 

(Continued from page 3) 

MORE MOBILE CONSULATE 

LEAGUE MEMBER FIGHTS FOR LITTLE LEHIGH CREEK — AGAIN! 
 

Forty years after she helped form the South Mountain Preservation Association, with fellow League members Pat Shi-
rock and June Cotrell, Janet Keim again faced the Council of the City of Allentown to protect the Little Lehigh Creek. 
This time, she testified against a proposal to build high-density housing on thirteen acres next to the protected area on 
South Mountain. Twenty residents of an area near the proposed development attended in support of Janet’s position. 
Jan later said, “I appreciated the fact that these twenty residents came out to the meeting at the last minute.” 
  
In 1973, the South Mountain Preservation Association protest against development on the mountain started a proc-
ess that, combined with additional initiatives, resulted in the 750-acre Robert Rodale Reserve we enjoy today. How-
ever, developers still eye areas that are not protected. 
 
In June 2017, Janet Keim told Janet Little about this latest proposal to develop land on South Mountain albeit outside 
of the preserve. The application proposed the construction of five three-story multi-family dwellings on South 27th 
Street on South Mountain as Appel Street Apartments, 2701 Barnes Lane. In advance of the Allentown City Planning 
Commission’s meeting on June 13, where a revised sketch plan review was to take place, Jessica Ryan contacted 
Steve Neratko, the Director of Planning, Allentown City Planning Commission. Jessica shared our League’s position on 
Local Water Consensus: The 1973 study indicated the ready availability of water makes the area vulnerable to uncon-
trolled growth, endangering our natural resources and quality of life. All decisions regarding water use should consider 
both immediate and long-range environmental effects. The quantity and quality of groundwater should be protected. 
 
Jan’s main point in her address on August 16 reflected the points made in the Consensus: that development on the 
mountain would interfere with the springs, streams and seep areas that replenish the Little Lehigh Creek. The seep 
areas are connected to the fact that, unlike its Jordan Creek sub-watershed, the Creek’s mainstem watershed is pri-
marily underlain by highly permeable carbonate geology.   
 
Jan began her presentation by first asking the Council if they know the location of the headwaters of the river. No one 
knew the answer. It is behind the facility that was once known as the Topton Children’s Home. That fact brings home 
the interconnectedness of the 181-square-mile watershed that weaves through development in both Lehigh and 
Berks counties. 
 
Council members were receptive to Jan’s view. They can choose among several alternatives to prevent the proposed 
development and maintain South Mountain’s ability to contribute ground water to the Little Lehigh Creek. 
 
Jan Little 
President-LWVLC 
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MEMBERSHIP - SEPT 2017 
 
I am pleased to announce we had a new member join our League. Frances Pinault 
had been a member years ago and decided to rejoin after checking out our website. 
Please add her name to your membership list. 
 
Francis Pinault 
127 N 31st Street 
Allentown, PA 18104 
732 567-8175 
onevote@yahoo.com 
 

Margie Dunn 
Membership Chair 

VOTERS GUIDE 
My time is over-committed this fall with preparations for a museum opening in No-
vember, and I shall need some volunteers to help with compiling the Voters Guide 
for the 2017 Municipal Election. 
  
Here is what would be helpful: Stuffing envelopes with the questionnaires, which I 
shall prepare; copying and pasting responses into sections of the guide; proofread-
ing to ensure we have everything accurate before it’s sent to Ann Lowy at The Morn-
ing Call; proofreading at the newspaper before it’s printed. 
 
Much of the work can be done using a computer as most candidates now send their 
responses in a format that can be copied and pasted into the main document. 
 
As always, a team to bundle and deliver the printed guides will be needed. More on 
that later. 
 
If you can help, please email me to let me know what you would like to do. We can 
break the guide up into manageable sections quite easily so no one has too much to 
do. 
 
Ann Bartholomew 
610-967-3653 
annbart@rcn.com 
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you saw their ad in the Lehigh County Voter 
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State Inspection 
and Emissions 

Test 

 
A/C Service 

 
Alignment 

Brakes Steering and 
Suspension 

Engine 
Repairs 

Exhaust Preventive 
Maintenance 

Oil Change 

McNabb’s Service & Repairs  
 

 



 

 

Membership dues include membership 
in the League of Women Voters of the 
United States (LWVUS) and the 
League of Women Voters of Pennsyl-
vania (LWVPA) and a subscription to 
the local and state Voter. 

League dues and contributions are not 
tax-deductible as a charitable dona-
tion. 

Contributions to the LWV Education 
Fund (LWVEF) are tax-deductible. 

Membership in the League of Women 
Voters is open to all citizens. Voting 
members must be at least 16 years old. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF LEHIGH COUNTY 
 
Name _____________________________________________________ 
 
Street _____________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip  _____________________________________________ 
 

Please make check payable to 
LWVLC and mail to: 
 LWVLC 
 c/o Margie Dunn 
 8411 Carpet Road 
 New Tripoli, PA 18066 

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

League of Women Voters of Lehigh County 

P.O. Box 3275 

Allentown PA  18106 

ANNUAL DUES $70.00 individual 
2016-2017 $105.00 household 
 $25.00 full-time student 

Contact membership secretary Margie Dunn 
for details of pro-rated dues amounts. 
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